

























High School vs. Collegiate NIL
• Collegiate NIL is driven by collectives. - (75% of all NIL deals come 

through collectives and collectives can now offer SA's contracts 
that require them to enroll in a specific university)

• Collectives & Clubs, for the most part, are not allowed at the high 
school level.  

• (Collectives do not keep NIL separate from a school's athletic 
department, so it would be a violation in 99% of states)

• Collegiate NIL is actively being used by a large percentage of 
athletes at the collegiate level. 
(Utilized predominantly in roster management - recruiting & 
retention)



High School vs. Collegiate NIL

• The percentages of high school student-athletes with NIL deals is 
very small in comparison to overall participation rates. (stories of 
high school students now signing with collectives and being paid 
their final 1-2 years of high school - which would be a violation)

• Decisions made by collegiate athletes are being made with 
money being the central focus of those decisions.

• Decisions being made by the majority of high school athletes are 
more about student-athlete experiences and the specific value 
that they create.



Understand 
your state 
policies.

Know your 
district.

Know your 
community.



Education: Understand Your State Policies

• 28,000 high schools in the United States that could have 28,000 different 
ways to report and handle NIL deals.

• Education based institutions (educational based athletics) – 
First and foremost - Do what we do best - EDUCATE!

• Be compliant with your state association but not overzealous gathering 
information you don’t need or can’t have.

• Violations: It doesn’t matter until it matters. Educate, educate, educate.



Education: Understand Your State Policies
• Ability to make money away from your school is much more 

difficult with team sport athletes rather than individual.

• Last year .02% of eligible students in the GA had an NIL deal. This 
year .01% of eligible student have deals. 

• This is not the end of the traditional high school athletic 
experience for 99.9% of those participating.

• Biggest issue across the country is a lack of consistent regulations
Focus on your states policy – 
What does my policy look like in practice?



Whether or not a "booster" would qualify as an “agent” of the school will be up for interpretation, and 
something that would always require a call to the GHSA office to confirm. 

















No student-athlete may be a member of nor receive compensation or 
any other benefit from a Collective or NIL Club. 

Education: Understand Your State Policies
GEORGIA

Booster Clubs are not considered Collectives or NIL Clubs if such 
Booster Club is operated under the supervision of a member school 
and provides monetary or other benefits to school athletic facilities, 
school athletic equipment, school team meals or other school team 
benefits rather than to an individual student athlete or group of 
student athletes.



State Comparisons: 
California – Nevada – Missouri – Illinois – Maryland – Virginia – Georgia - Florida

• All allow high school NIL for both 
private and public schools.

• In Maryland – Privates are affiliate 
members of their state association.

• In Virginia – Privates are members 
of the VISAA.

• All follow the policies of no school 
logo, uniform, or facility use.



State Comparisons: 
California – Nevada – Missouri – Illinois – Maryland – Virginia – Georgia - Florida

• Illinois - Specifies that a student 
may not engage in NIL activity 
while traveling to or from an 
association event.

• California - Any appearances by 
students for nonprofit 
organizations must be approved by 
the Board of Trustees



State Comparisons: 
California – Nevada – Missouri – Illinois – Maryland – Virginia – Georgia - Florida

• Florida – Universal school choice

• Maryland - Private schools are 
eligible to do whatever they like if 
they do not wish to play public 
schools.

• Missouri – In-state school 
commitment requirement prior to 
NIL deals.



Educational Highway - All flowing towards the end goal  
- Education -

Need to remain dynamic…ability to change lanes and ‘exit’

Provide guard rails for players and parents

What does the state legislature stay?

What does the league say?

What does your school community say?

Any other limitations?



Navigation: Where to begin?



Know Your District/School

• Areas where there are more businesses as opposed to areas with less 
= more possible opportunities.

• Schools with a more transient population could see fewer 
opportunities. If a student is likely to leave, a business may be less 
likely to offer a deal. 

• If schools are located near more small business as opposed to larger 
corporate entities, it could alter what opportunities they may receive. 





Know Your District/School

•Schools with a religious affiliation 
could prevent opportunities based 
on certain opinions of the sponsor 
business.



Know Your Communities

•Are they more blue- or white-collar 
communities.

•Do they have access to legal 
representation?



NIL Clubs/Marketplaces

•Know what you states stance is on 
“NIL Clubs.”

•Be aware of NIL “marketplaces” that 
could be a violation to your states 
policy.



The Future of High School NIL
• The courts are siding with the athlete’s right to 

monetize their name image and likeness.
North Carolina’s high school 
athletes can now profit off their 
name, image and likeness after an 
order requiring the State Board of 
Education to adopt the proposed 
permanent rules for NIL was 
signed into effect on Oct. 14.

Grimsley High School quarterback Faizon Brandon
Tennessee commit and the No. 1 recruit in the class of 2026



The Future of High School NIL
• OL Spencer Dowland was committed to Auburn for over a 

year, but they exceeded their 85-man limit and offered 
him a collective scholarship. 

• He wanted the security of a full scholarship, so he flipped
                                             to Mississippi State.



The Future of High School NIL
Defensive back Daniel Okonkwo 
flipped from Northern Illinois to 
Georgia. 

Okonkwo had a full scholarship 
to NIU but choose to take a 
collective scholarship to play at 
Georgia.



Signing Day - the NLI is going away but not the 
signing of financial aid agreements. 

Given the complexity of what revenue sharing will 
bring, the assumption is that the financial 
agreements that will take the place of NLIs will 
probably be signed in a much more formal setting, 
probably with attorneys.  





University of Tulsa Football Players Say Promised NIL Money Was Never Delivered

$100,000 promise behind Matt Sluka’s shocking UNLV exit











The Future of High School NIL
•Lawsuits
•Concerns with lack of understanding of 
regulations.

•Changing of State Policies – Additions/etc.
•Comparing College NIL and High School NIL.
• Integration into the “Club Scene.”
• Impact on Recruiting for Top Tier (D1) Athletes.



Implications for Stakeholders
Athletes: They must carefully balance academics, athletics, and NIL 
pursuits while staying compliant with rules.

Schools: Administrators need to develop clear policies and educate 
students on NIL boundaries.

Coaches: Play a key role in mentoring athletes to make informed 
decisions without compromising team dynamics.

Parents and Guardians: Must stay involved, particularly in evaluating 
the legality and ethicality of NIL deals.



Proactive Steps for Navigating NIL at the High School Level

• Education: Schools and associations should offer workshops on NIL 
regulations and financial literacy.

• Clear Policies: Develop transparent, state-aligned NIL policies that 
outline what is and isn’t permissible. 

• Legal and Financial Guidance: Encourage families to consult 
professionals for contract and tax advice.

• Monitoring and Support: Establish systems to ensure athletes' NIL 
activities align with educational and athletic commitments.



Goal:  High School Specific Data

https://bit.ly/HS-NIL-Poll

https://bit.ly/HS-NIL-Poll




AD Resources


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	High School vs. Collegiate NIL�
	High School vs. Collegiate NIL
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Navigation: Where to begin?�
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	The Future of High School NIL
	The Future of High School NIL
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	AD Resources

