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NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
Please Check Appropriate Nomination Category: 
 

 Athlete      Coach      Official      Administrator      Performing Arts      Others 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Dan Carr  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 402 5th St. N  
                                                                        (street address) 
Linton, ND 58552  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Email:  daniel.carr@k12.nd.us   
 
Phone: 701-851-0304   Date of Birth: 12-11-1952]  
 
School Affiliation (if any) Linton High School - North Dakota  
 
City: Linton   State: ND  
 
Place of Birth: Minot, ND   Date of Retirement: NA  
 
Is the nominee still active in any area of athletics or performing arts other than the category  
for which he/she is being nominated?    Yes      No 
 
If yes, please explain:  
Active Boys Basketball Coach at Linton High School  
 
If deceased, date of death:  
NA  

 
Name of Spouse or Closest Living Relative:  NA  
 
Address: NA  
 
Phone: NA  

 
Schools Attended: 
Name of School City and State Year Graduated Degree 
High School: Verndale HS (Minn.) Verndale, MN 1971 HS 

College/University:  
 
Brainerd Community College 
Mayville State   

Brainerd, MN 
Mayville, ND 

1973 
1978 

Associates 
Bachelors 

Post Graduate School: North Dakota State Fargo 1990 Masters - 
Education 

 
  Small Portrait-type Photograph of Nominee Attached (to be used for news release, etc.) 
  Letters of Recommendation Attached 
  Newspaper and/or Other Supportive Material Attached 
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COACH 
 
 
Career Description as High School Coach [give complete background and information pertaining 
to involvement in athletics, i.e., coaching positions, tenure, etc.  Please note the classification of 
the high school(s) (A, AA, etc.) and how many classes the state had in that sport.] 
 
See Supporting Documents/PDFs 
 
 
 
Coaching Records and Honors (overall record, outstanding seasons, etc.) 
 
See Supporting Documents/PDFs 
 
 
 
Professional Affiliations and Achievements (i.e., involvement in state and national coaching 
associations and other related professional organizations) 
 
See Supporting Documents/PDFs 
 
 
 
Other information (not previously listed) 
 
See Supporting Documents/PDFs 
 
 
 



Coach Dan Carr 

Coaching Tenure 
Years School City & State Sports Class Number 

Classes 

1978-1981 Belgrade 

High 

School 

Belgrade, 

MN 

Head Boys Basketball 

Head Boys Track 

Junior High Football  

A 2 

1981-1987 Linton 

High 

School 

Linton, ND Head Boys Basketball 

Head Boys Golf 

Head Girls Golf 

Junior High Football 

B 2 

1987-1988 NDSU Fargo, ND Men’s Basketball Graduate 

Assistant 

College 2 

1989-2021 

(current) 

Linton 

High 

School 

Linton, ND Head Boys Basketball 

Head Boys Golf 

Head Girls Golf 

5th & 6th Gr. Girls Basketball 

5th & 6th Gr. Boys Basketball 

B 2 

 

Boys Basketball Coaching Records and Honors 

Overall Coaching Record 772-257 Winningest Basketball Coach in the History of ND 

Undefeated Seasons 27-0 (1984) 

     26-0 (2009) 

43 game winning streak (2008-2010) 

23 Conference Championships 

19 District Titles 

11 Regional Titles 

State Runner-Up 1987 

State Championships 1984, 1985, and 2009 

Won more than 20 games 18 times 

Won more than 17 games 30 times 

Boys Basketball Local and State Awards 

District Coach of the Year 15 times 

Regional Coach of the Year 9 times 

State Class B Coach of the Year 1985 and 2005 

Sports Writers and Sports Casters Association Male Team of the Year 1984 

Sports Writers and Sports Casters Association Male Team Coach of the Year in 1985 

National Federation of High School Coaches Association State Coach of the Year 2003 

& 2007 

Mayville State University Coaches Hall of Fame 2013 

National High School Athletic Association State Coach of the Year 2004, 2008, 2011, & 

2014 

North Dakota Sports Hall of Fame 2018 



National Basketball Awards 

National High School Athletic Coaches Association National Coach of the Year Finalist 

2004, 2008, 2011, and 2014 

National High School Athletic Coaches Association National Coach of the Year 2014 

National High School Athletic Coaches Association Hall of Fame 2018 

 

Girls Golf 

10 Conference Championships 

9 Regional Championships 

1 State Runner-Up 2018 

2 3rd Place State finishes 2019 and Fall 2021 

4 5th Place State finishes 1997, 1998, 2002, and Spring 2021 

Region Golf Coach of the Year 6 times 

1995 State Golf Coach of the Year 

 

Boys Golf Awards 
 

4 Regional Championships 

Regional Golf Coach of the Year 2 times 

 

Professional Affiliations and Achievements 
 

North Dakota High School Coaches Member 1981-2021 

NDHSCA Boys Basketball Advisory Committee 1996-1999 

NDHSCA State All-Star Selection Committee Regional Chairman 1985, 1986, 1988, 1995, 

2004, 2005, 2006, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2015 

Regional COTY Selection Committee Chairman 1985-1987 

District COTY Selection Committee Chairman 1984-1987 

Conference Scheduling Committee Chairman 1985-1987 

North Dakota High School Coaches Association State Convention Clinician 1984, 1985, 

2005, and 2009 

National High School Coaches Association National Convention Clinician 2004, 2008, 

2011, and 2014. 

 

Other Information 
 

Coach Carr is in his 43rd year as a teacher and coach.  He continues to coach 3 sports 

at Linton High School.  Carr is very proud of the character of his teams and their 

commitment to each other, their school and the community.  His teams have given 

back through youth basketball programs, elementary reading programs, benefit 

tournaments for cancer patients, by teaching flag etiquette and patriotism, and by 

honoring those who served our country through military service.  Coach Carr truly 

believes that sports are a great vehicle to help mold athletes into responsible citizens. 



Letters of
Recommendation



	

	

	

 
November 15, 2021 
 
 
 
Hall of Fame Director 
National Federation of State High School Associations 
PO Box 690 
Indianapolis, IN  46206 
 
 
 
Dear Hall of Fame Director, 
 
The North Dakota High School Activities Association (NDHSAA) fully endorses Dan 
Carr’s nomination to the National Federation of State High School Associations’ 
National High School Hall of Fame.  Mr. Carr has enjoyed a successful coaching career 
at the high school level and is a qualified candidate. 

 
Dan is highly regarded in the North Dakota basketball community as one of the best 
coaches in our state’s history.  His list of achievements is second to none, as he has 
been recognized numerous times at the state and national level. 
 
On behalf of the NDHSAA, it is truly and honor for me to recommend Dan Carr for the 
NFHS National High School Hall of Fame.  Thank you for providing this opportunity to 
recognize worthy individuals with this national award. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Matthew Fetsch 
Executive Director 
 
	













Support 
Data















Paula Kirkland 



New 
Information



National Federation of State High School Associations 
2023 Hall of Fame Updates: Paula Kirkland Girls Volleyball 

 
Below, please find additional information for Paula Kirkland, the South Carolina High 
School League (SCHSL) Nominee in the Coach Category. Kirkland has been 
at  Dorman High School in Roebuck, SC for 32 years. 
 
Additional Information: Overall Record: 1088-173-3 (86.3%) 

• Most State Titles in South Carolina: 15 
• 18 Trips to the State Finals 
• Has 32 Regional Titles 
• 2nd All-Time in South Carolina Most Coaching Victories 1,088 
• 11th in NFHS for Most Coaching Victories 1,088 (Active Coaches) 
• Member of the focus group that was instrumental in bringing Boys Volleyball to 

high schools in South Carolina. 
• Served as her school’s 1st Boys Volleyball Coach (club team) 

 



Prior 
Information



Nomination 
Form
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HALL OF FAME NOMINEE 
 
Name of Nominee:  Paula Kirkland  
                                                    (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 

Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name:  Jerome Singleton / Tammie Newman  
 
Phone:  803.896.0417  
 
Street Address:  121 Westpark Blvd  
 
City, State, Zip Code:  Columbia, SC 29210  
 
Signed:  Jerome Singleton, Commissioner  
 
Date:  November 13, 2021  
 
Email:  jsingle@schsl.org    tnewman@schsl.org     
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NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 

 
Please Check Appropriate Nomination Category: 
 

 Athlete      Coach      Official      Administrator      Performing Arts      Others 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Paula Kirkland  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 205 Goldenrod Lane  
                                                                        (street address) 

Moore, SC 29369  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Email:  kirklapa@spart6.org   
 
Phone: 864.809.6934   Date of Birth: 5-2-1958  
 
School Affiliation (if any) Dorman High   
 
City: Roebuck   State: SC  
 
Place of Birth: South Carolina    Date of Retirement: [NA]  
 
Is the nominee still active in any area of athletics or performing arts other than the category  
for which he/she is being nominated?    Yes      No 
 
If yes, please explain:  
She is currently the Asst. AD of Dorman High and the Head Varsity Volleyball Coach  
 
If deceased, date of death:  
[NA]  

 
Name of Spouse or Closest Living Relative: Joyce Kirkland, Mother  
 
Address: 2180 Black Stock Road,  Roebuck, SC 29376  
 
Phone: 864.580.8128]  

 
Schools Attended: 

Name of School City and State Year Graduated Degree 

High School: Dorman High] Roebuck, SC 1976  Diploma 

College/University:                             
Anderson College /Winthrop University  

Anderson, SC          
Rock Hill, SC 

1978/ 1980  Assoc Arts 
/Bachelor of Arts 
Education 

Post Graduate School:  

Gardner-Web University 

Boiling Springs, NC 1985 Masters PE 

 
  Small Portrait-type Photograph of Nominee Attached (to be used for news release, etc.) 
  Letters of Recommendation Attached 
  Newspaper and/or Other Supportive Material Attached 
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COACH 
 
 
Career Description as High School Coach [give complete background and information pertaining 
to involvement in athletics, i.e., coaching positions, tenure, etc.  Please note the classification of 
the high school(s) (A, AA, etc.) and how many classes the state had in that sport.] 
 
In her own words… "My name is just at the bottom of the roster as the coach," she said. "All 
those names at the top of the roster, all those players since we started building this program in 
1980, they've all played a part in that success. None of it could have been accomplished without 
them, and thank goodness it's them out there on the floor making it happen, because I can't play 
a lick."  
 
Paula Kirkland is one of the most "googleable" coaches in South Carolina history due to her 
stellar career and reputation on and off the court. She has placed volleyball at the top of the 
leaderboard across the state as one of the most popular sports offered in schools. A unique 
factoid about her is the short and sweet story on how her coaching career began: 
 
She graduated college with a degree in education, interviewed for a job at (Class AAAA, now 
AAAAA) Dorman High (her alma mater) and received an offer with one caveat: she had to coach 
volleyball!  A sport she had never even played in high school.  She accepted the teaching job 
without hesitation in addition to leading a team with a 4-12 previous year record.  
The End. 
 
Coach Kirkland turned the entire program on its head and hasn’t stopped since. 41 years later, 
she continues to mold students into winners, college level athletes, and community leaders.  Her 
first year as a volleyball coach earned a record of 14-4. THAT is a turnaround.  She not only 
coaches volleyball, but also had a stint as the school’s girls basketball coach (record below).  She 
held her own as a high school and college basketball player, but never ventured into high school 
volleyball. She earned her first State Championship in 1990, just ten years after her start. 
 
She is active in the American Volleyball Coaching Associations and was on the Executive Board 
of the South Carolina Coaches Association of Womens Sports as the Volleyball chairperson for 
over 20 years. She has won 11 AAAA State Volleyball titles, which is the most by any individual 
coach in South Carolina. Her Dorman teams have been Region II-AAAA champions 21 of the last 
29 years. She was selected twice to coach the North All-Star team in the annual North-South 
Volleyball match (won both).  
 
Coach Kirkland is hailed as an incredible ambassador for the sport of volleyball. She took over 
the Tournament of Champions years ago and has kept the elite-level tournament going strong.  
Coach Kirkland has coached a NATIONAL Player of the Year among other accolades, Thayer 
Hall of University of Florida ( https://floridagators.com/sports/womens-volleyball/roster/thayer-
hall/14452 ). That’s gigantic for South Carolina volleyball.  
 
Although Coach Kirkland has been in the public eye, high demand and proven to be one of the 
very best, she has remained committed to Dorman High and the Spartanburg community. She 
conducts a service project every year, leading to a match that features a silent auction, raffles, 
and a donation to that year’s cause. She has included those fighting cancer (including players’ 
parents), Autism awareness, and other important causes as the benefactors. 
 
It is said she most likely has a record of nearly 1300 wins instead of just over a thousand. She 
hasn’t always counted every win in 2-of-3 tourneys. But she always counted every loss. 
 
MORE: https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=Paula+Kirkland+record+career 
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Coaching Records and Honors (overall record, outstanding seasons, etc.) 

READ THIS:   https://livingupstatesc.com/dormans-coach-k-marks-40-years-of-learning-teaching-
and-winning/ 

Volleyball Career Record  1022-160 

MaxPreps named Kirkland the top female high school coach in South Carolina with a career 
record of 989-157-5 and 13 state championships 

Region Volleyball Coach of the Year 13 times 
SCACA Volleyball Coach of the Year 3 times 
High School Sports Report Volleyball Coach of the Year twice 
National Federation of High Schools Volleyball Coach of the Year once 
Spartanburg Herald-Journal Volleyball Coach of the Year 12 times 
South Carolina Coaches Hall of Fame, 2004 

Basketball Career Record: 
JV Basketball Coach 7 years – Record: 93-30 
Varsity Basketball Coach 8 years – Record:  122-68 
Region II – 4A Champions ’90-’91, ’93-94, 94-95 
Region II Tournament Champions: 90-91, 91-92, 92-93, 93-94 
Region Coach of the Year: 90-91, 93-94, 94-95 
Spartanburg Herald-Journal Basketball Coach of the Year:  93-94, 94-95 
JV Basketball Record:    93-30 
Varsity Basketball Record:  122- 68 
Total Basketball Record:  215-98 

Professional Affiliations and Achievements (i.e., involvement in state and national coaching 
associations and other related professional organizations) 

CAWS- Coaches Association of Women's Sports  
AVCA - America Volleyball Coaches Association 
Named Coach of Year Region III for SC/NC/GA/AL 
NFHS Rules Committee for Volleyball 2020, 2021 

Other information (not previously listed) 

Heads the annual fund-raising for the "Reed Bowyer Scholarship" in Spartanburg, SC. Actively 
recruits students to take part in all events surrounding the scholarship program.  

Many news stories written about her and here are a few of our favorites: 

Historic Win: 
https://www.goupstate.com/story/sports/2021/09/08/dorman-paula-kirkland-got-her-1000th-
career-high-school-volleyball-win/5777454001/ (SEE SUPPORT DATA)

Best Female Coaches List: 
https://www.goupstate.com/story/sports/high-school/2021/03/19/dorman-high-school-sc-
volleyball-paula-kirkland-best-female-coaches/4766659001/ (SEE SUPPORT DATA)
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1000 WINS:    
https://www.msn.com/en-us/sports/ncaafb/dorman-coach-paula-kirkland-gets-1000th-career-high-
school-volleyball-victory/ar-AAOeXGA (SEE SUPPORT DATA)

Distinguished Alumni Recognition:   
https://www.winthrop.edu/coe/PESH/distinguished-alumni-paula-kirkland.aspx (SEE SUPPORT DATA)



National High School Hall of Fame | Official Nomination Form | 10 

CONTEST OFFICIAL 
 
 
Career Description as High School Official (give complete background and information pertaining 
to involvement in high school officiating, i.e., sports, number of years, etc.) 
 
 
NEA National Ediucation Association 
 Scholarship fuind[Tab here] 
 
 
 
Special Honors and Achievements 
 
[Tab here] 
 
 
 
Professional Affiliations and Achievements (i.e., involvement in local, state and national officiating 
associations and other related professional organizations) 
 
[Tab here] 
 
 
 
Other information (not previously listed) 
 
[Tab here] 
 
 



Letters of
Recommendation



 

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE 
 

Jerome P. Singleton, Commissioner 
P. O. Box 211575   

Columbia, South Carolina 29221-6575 
803-798-0120 ♦ www.schsl.org 

 
SAM TUTEN 

President 

 Johnsonville 

 

JASON WARREN 

Vice President 

Greenville 

 

MIKE BEASLEY 

 Barnwell 

 

KANDACE BETHEA 

 Marion  

 

KYLE BOCZKOWSKI 

Summerville 

 

RYAN BROWN 

 Columbia 

 

SONYA BRYANT 

Batesburg-Leesville 

 

CARLOS CAVE 

Seabrook 

 

JASON HOLT 

Aiken 

 

RAY COOPER 

 Prosperity 

 

TONY FOLK 

 St. George  

 

LAURA HICKSON 

Lake City 

 

KEITH KISER 

 Greenville 

 

ANNA MILLER 

 Chapin 

 

DARRYL OWINGS 

Spartanburg 

 

ANDREA PRIDGEN 

 Green Sea 

 

NICHOLAS PEARSON 

 Sumter 

 

MICHAEL STONE 

 Mullins 

 

JOSH TRAHAN 

 North Augusta 

 

 

 

November 5, 2021 
 

 

Dear NFHS Hall of Fame Committee: 

 

As Commissioner of the South Carolina High School League, it 

is indeed an honor and a privilege to nominate Paula 

Kirkland, head volleyball coach of Dorman High School. Very 

few coaches across the state, nation carry the accolades and 

accomplishments as Paula Kirkland. I am proud to submit her 

as the South Carolina’s coach candidate for the National 

Federation of High Schools Hall of Fame awards program.  

Coach Kirkland is head and shoulders above the average coach 

in all aspects… leadership, role model, skillset, integrity, 

passion and beyond! She is a rare breed to have attended and 

graduated from Dorman High School, only to return and never 

leave. Once you review her resume of accomplishments, you 

will understand why I hold her in such high esteem and hope 

to see her named as a 2022 NFHS Hall of Fame inductee. Her 

career is made even more remarkable for the fact that she 

never played volleyball while in school, yet she masters the 

training regimen and leadership to produce championship team 

after championship team.  

Enjoy the introduction provided in her application, and 

hopefully your will have the opportunity to meet her in 

person during the awards ceremony in San Antonio, Texas, next 

summer. Thank you for your sincere consideration of Coach 

Paula Kirkland.   

Sincerely,  

  

Jerome Singleton                                                                                                                                                             

SCHSL Commissioner 

 

 

 



November 16, 2021 

 
Dear Hall of Fame Selection Committee, 
 
  It is an honor for me to endorse Dorman High School volleyball coach Paula Kirkland for 
selection into the NFHS Hall of Fame.  I have had the privilege to work with Paula during my 
15-year tenure as Athletic Director at Dorman, not only as a coach, but as my Assistant 
Athletic Director.  I knew of her great accomplishments when I came to Dorman, but I have 
grown to respect her so much more for the influence she has had on the student-athletes 
she has poured into during her career.   
 
  Her official statistics speak for themselves: 

- 38 years as head volleyball coach at Dorman (her alma mater) 
- Over 1,000 career victories 
- 28 region championships 
- 17 upper state championships 
- 14 state championships 

But more important is the impact that she has on her players and her coaching staff.  She is a 
loving, caring coach who sets high standards for her players, coaches, and herself.  She is 
someone who teaches the game of volleyball but also teaches those under her leadership 
about how to succeed in life, how to handle adversity and how to live a life of integrity.   
 
  My family has also been blessed by Coach Kirkland because my daughter Lauren, who 
graduated in 2020, was able to play in her program and under Paula’s leadership for four 
years.  The lessons that Lauren learned in Dorman volleyball will impact her for the rest of 
her life and I know that it is the same for the hundreds of players that have come before and 
after her.   
 
  In conclusion, I hope that you will come to see that Coach Kirkland is very deserving of this 
great honor not only by her amazing career records but the fact that she makes this world a 
better place by her love and influence as a teacher and coach.    

 
          Sincerely, 
 
 
        Flynn Harrell 
        Athletic Director 
        Dorman High School    

 

Flynn Harrell 
Athletic Director 
1050 Cavalier Way 
Roebuck, S. C. 29376 
864-342-8901



 
 

November 12, 2021 

 

Hall of Fame. The definition speaks of people of “great importance to that field.” 

When I think of Coach Kirkland, I realize that she is the epitome of this definition. I 

have had the privilege of playing for Coach Kirkland for the past four years. 

Through this time, I have grown as a volleyball player in so many ways, but more 

importantly, I have grown as a person. Coach Kirkland is a coach of high character, 

and a coach with a genuine passion for the game of volleyball.  

Coach Kirkland is a leader of strength and courage, who sets out to reach her and 

her teams’ goals. She has taught me many things in volleyball such as always have 

your foot on the gas and play your game. “Just play Dorman volleyball.” I could 

always tell myself this in the middle of a stressful game to help myself refocus and 

stick to the task at hand. Coach Kirkland helped us realize our potential and led us 

to reaching our goals this year. As a team, we were going to win Region and 

eventually State. With her guidance, we were able to put our foot on the gas, stick 

to the task, play Dorman volleyball, and eventually become Region and State 

Champs.  

I was lucky to be a part of Coach Kirkland’s 1000th win, her 14th State 

Championship, and Region 5 Coach of the Year (among many other 

accomplishments over my past 4 years.) One of my favorite character traits of 

Coach Kirkland is her selfless acts and the time she has poured into us. I am 

grateful to say that I am leaving Dorman Volleyball as a better player and person, 

and I will forever be thankful for the impact Coach Kirkland has had on my life.  

It has been a blessing playing for one of the best coaches in the game of volleyball. 

I am lucky to have been able to play under her leadership for the past 4 years. I 

have no doubt that Coach Paula Kirkland is the most deserving of the NFHS Hall of 

Fame Award.  

 

Savannah Freeman #9 



Support 
Data



  

  

National Federation of State High School Associations 

Hall of Fame Updates: Paula Kirkland Girls Volleyball 

  

  

Additional Information: Overall Record: 1053-66 (94.1%) 

• Most State Titles in South Carolina: 14 
• 2nd All-Time in South Carolina Most Coaching Victories (1,053) 
• Top-20 in NFHS for Most Coaching Victories (1,053) 
• Member of the focus group that was instrumental in bringing Boys Volleyball to 

high schools in South Carolina 
• Served as her school’s 1st Boys Volleyball Coach (club team) 

 



Paula Kirkland -- BASKETBALL COACHING RECORDS: 

 

JV Basketball Coach 7 years – Record: 93-30 

Varsity Basketball Coach 8 years – Record:  122-68 

 Region II – 4A Champions ’90-’91, ’93-94, 94-95 

 Region II Tournament Champions: 90-91, 91-92, 92-93, 93-94 

Region Coach of the Year: 90-91, 93-94, 94-95 

Spartanburg Herald-Journal Basketball Coach of the Year:  93-94, 94-95 

Varsity records breakdown:   

90-91  19-6, 12-2 1st in Region 

91-92  19-5, 11-3  2nd 

92-93  17-7, 12-2  2nd 

93-94  25-3, 13-1  1st 

94-95  18-7, 14-0  1st in Region (100th win)  Upper-State Finals-lost to Greenwood 

95-96  7-13, 7-7 5th 

96-97  9-13, 6-6  5th 

97-98  8-14, 3-9  5th 

JV Record: 93-30 
Varsity Record:  122- 68 
 
Total basketball record:  215-98 



YEAR WINS LOSSES DETAILS YEAR WINS LOSSES DETAILS

81 12 2 1st Round of Play-offs 06 26 8 Region Co-Champions w/Hillcrest.  Lost 
in 2nd round to Lexington

82 10 6 07 21 3 2nd in Reg. Lost to Hillcrest in        
Upper-State, 600th win this year

83 10 9 08 22 3 Region Champ  Lost to Byrnes 3rd rd

84 11 9 09 27 0
STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
Reg COY, SHJ COY, HSSR COY

85 21 8 2nd rd play-offs, Region COY 10 20 3
2nd in Region behind Hillcrest. Lost to 
Rock Hil in 3rd round. Reg COY  All-Star 
Coach

86 19 6 1st Round of Play-offs 11 23 9 2nd in Region behind Hillcrest. Lost to 
Hillcrest in the Upper-State Finals

87 21 3 2nd rd play-offs, Region Champs 12 28 7
Region Champions, lost to Hillcrest in 
the quarter finals. Reg COY 700th win

88 17 7 2nd rd play-offs, All Star Coach 13 29 6
Region Champions, lost to Hillcrest in 
the Upperstate finals. Reg COY 33 yrs

89 24 2 Upperstate, Region Champs                  
Reg. COY, SHJ COY

14 31 6 Region Champions, lost to Gaffney in 
3rd rd. Reg Co-COY w/Val ThomsMH 34 yrs

90 28 1
STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
Reg COY, SHJ COY 15 35 4 Reg. Champ.; lost to Wando in Finals; 

Reg. COY  SHJ COY SCACA COY 35

91 23 1 STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
Reg COY, SHJ COY

16 46 2
STATE CHAMPS;Reg.Champ;beat 
Wando; Reg. COY  SHJ COY  NFHS 
State n Sectional COY;HSSR COY 36

92 30 2 STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
Reg COY, SHJ COY  SCACA COY

17 43 6
1

STATE CHAMPS; Reg Champ: beat 
Wando; Reg COY; 900th win; HSSRCOY

37

93 26 2
Region Champs, 2nd rd play-offs  
Reg,Tourn Champs                                     
Reg COY, SHJ COY

18 26 13 2 Reg. Champ. Lost to TL Hanna Final 8
38

94 26 1
Region Champs, UpperState Finals  
Reg,Tourn Champs                                     
Reg COY, SHJ COY 19 34 7 2

Reg.Champ.  Lost to Nation Ford in 
Upper-State Final 39

95 28 0
STATE CHAMPS  Region Champs  
Reg Tourn Champs                                  
Reg COY, SHJ COY 20 19 2

Reg. Champ  Lost in upperstate to 
TL Hanna Reg COY 40

96 28 2 STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
Reg COY, SHJ COY

21 33 4

Reg. Champ  STATE CHAMPS beat 
River Bluff  Reg II COY                   
AVCA Reg. III COY 41

97 24 1 STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
Reg COY, SHJ COY AVCA Reg, III (SC) COY '21

98 20 3 Region Champs  3rd seed-lost              
All-Star Coach

17 Trips to State Final                                                            
14 State Titles     31 Region Titles

99 21 3 Region Champs1stseed -lost 2nd rd Region COY:   22 times

2000 24 0 STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
Reg COY, SHJ COY  SCACA COY SHJ COY:      16 times

01 24 1
STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
Reg COY, SHJ COY  NFHS COY for 
SC,  High Sports Report COY

HSSR COY:     4 times                        
SCACA VBCOY: 3 times                       
NFHS SC COY:  2 times

02 22 1 Region Champs, Upper-State Champs, 
lost in State Finals to Summerville

NFHS Sectional COY:  1 time                              
named by MaxPreps as a top 50 
female coach '20

03 23 0
STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
SHJ COY , inducted SC Coaches Hall of 
Fame

Volleyball program from                 
1977-1980:  14-47

04 30 2
STATE CHAMPS, Region Champs  
SHJ COY Record setting 10th State 
Championship

Inducted into SCACA Hall of Fame in 
2003

05 37 5
Region Co-Champions w/Hillcrest.  
Upper-State Champion, Lost to West 
Ashley in finals

North-South All-Star Coach 3 times: 
'89, 98, 2010

total 559 77 total  1022 160 3 Coach Kirkland's Overall record 

 1003 203 5 program overall record



 

YEAR WINS LOSSES   DETAILS YEAR WINS LOSSES  DETAILS    

81 12 2 
  

1st Round of Play-offs 

06 26 8 

  

Region Co-Champions 

w/Hillcrest.  Lost in 2nd 

round to Lexington    
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SPARTANBURG — When Paula Kirkland began coaching at Dorman in 1980, she didn't even think this would happen.

But it did. 41 seasons later Paula Kirkland has become the second high school volleyball coach in South Carolina to reach 1,000 career
wins. Kirkland's 1000th victory came Wednesday at home against Mauldin as the Cavaliers swept the Mavericks in two sets. 

But for the hall of fame coach, it has never been about her.

"There's been a ton of players that have come through the system over the years," she said
after the match. 

"From the first year when we went 14-4 and made the playoffs for the first time in Dorman
history to the teams that have won the state championship, to the team you saw tonight ...
a lot goes in to it, a lot of time, a lot of effort. By a lot of players. Fortunately, I've been along
for the ride."

Kirkland has won a record 13 state championships in volleyball. It's the most ever by a
single head coach in state history.

Wednesday, her team got to 11-3 by sweeping River Bluff and then Mauldin.

"I've got something in my office, it's a piece of wood from the old Dorman (High School) and the court that we played on," Kirkland said,
"We come in here ... I try to hold on to that. Because what we started at that old gym in the 1980s was just the beginning of this. It just
snowballed." 

Of course, it was her senior outside hitter Lauren Mims, that smacked the match-clinching spike over the net. Her kill gave the
Cavaliers a 25-20 win that stymied a potential Mauldin comeback.

"It's honestly an honor to be a part of this," Mims, who had nine kills, said. "She has such a legacy here at Dorman. Just to be the team
that won 1,000 games for her is really special." 
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HIGH-SCHOOL

Dorman High School volleyball coach
Paula Kirkland listed among nation's best
female coaches
Jed Blackwell Herald-Journal
Published 2:00 p.m. ET March 19, 2021

Dorman volleyball coach Paula Kirkland had garnered some national attention.

Kirkland, a South Carolina volleyball legend who has won 989 games and 13 state
championships, has been named to MaxPreps' list of the 50 greatest female high school
coaches from all 50 states. Kirkland was South Carolina's representative on the list.

"It was kind of a shock," Kirkland said of the honor."I didn't even know they'd done it. Flynn
(Dorman athletic director Flynn Harrell) found it this morning, otherwise, I wouldn't have
known. I'm not sure it's deserved, because I don't know how you determine that. Just
because we've won 13 state titles here doesn't mean that I'm better than anyone else. But it's
an honor. I've already heard from my mom and dad, and they're terribly proud. To me, that
makes it worth it."

Kirkland said the honor truly recognizes the girls who have played for Dorman throughout
her career.

"My name is just at the bottom of the roster as the coach," she said. "All those names at the
top of the roster, all those players since we started building this program in 1980, they've all
played a part in that success. None of it could have been accomplished without them, and
thank goodness it's them out there on the floor making it happen, because I can't play a lick.
It goes back to good players, good assistant coaches, and good people. They say it takes a
village, and in athletics it certainly does."

https://www.goupstate.com/
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SPORTS

Dorman coach Paula Kirkland gets 1000th
career high school volleyball victory
Joe Dandron Herald-Journal
Published 9:46 p.m. ET Sept. 8, 2021 Updated 10:01 p.m. ET Sept. 8, 2021

SPARTANBURG — When Paula Kirkland began coaching at Dorman in 1980, she didn't even
think this would happen.

But it did. 41 seasons later Paula Kirkland has become the second high school
volleyball coach in South Carolina to reach 1,000 career wins. Kirkland's 1000th victory
came Wednesday at home against Mauldin as the Cavaliers swept the Mavericks in two sets. 

But for the hall of fame coach, it has never been about her.

"There's been a ton of players that have come through the system over the years," she said
after the match. 

"From the first year when we went 14-4 and made the playoffs for the first time in Dorman
history to the teams that have won the state championship, to the team you saw tonight ... a
lot goes in to it, a lot of time, a lot of effort. By a lot of players. Fortunately, I've been along
for the ride."

Kirkland has won a record 13 state championships in volleyball. It's the most ever by a single
head coach in state history.

Wednesday, her team got to 11-3 by sweeping River Bluff and then Mauldin.

"I've got something in my office, it's a piece of wood from the old Dorman (High School) and
the court that we played on," Kirkland said, "We come in here ... I try to hold on to that.
Because what we started at that old gym in the 1980s was just the beginning of this. It just
snowballed." 

Of course, it was her senior outside hitter Lauren Mims, that smacked the match-clinching
spike over the net. Her kill gave the Cavaliers a 25-20 win that stymied a potential Mauldin
comeback.
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"It's honestly an honor to be a part of this," Mims, who had nine kills, said. "She has such a
legacy here at Dorman. Just to be the team that won 1,000 games for her is really special." 

The trio of setter Sierra Dudley and senior outside hitters Mims and Savannah Freeman was
dialed in from the start.

Freeman said after the game that the milestone was in the front of their minds and back of
conversations pregame – but that doesn't mean it didn't matter to Kirkland's team.

"She's always there for us," Freeman said. "(She) makes us better as players and as a person.
That's kind of rare these days ... coaches just want to win. But she wants to make us better as
a person too."

That trait has separated Kirkland for an entire career. It showed as a crowd gathered to
celebrate the milestone on the court she helped Dorman build in her 40 years.

You can contract sports reporter Joe Dandron at jdandron@gannett.com. Follow him on
Twitter at @JosephDandronMI.
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Distinguished Alumni 2010
Paula Kirkland
Paula Kirkland began her collegiate career at Anderson Junior College and transferred to Winthrop in 1978. She
completed a BS in Physical Education at Winthrop in January of 1980 and returned home to Dorman High School,
where she had been a three year lettermen on the high school basketball team. She completed a MS in Physical
Education in 1985 at Garden-Webb University.

Coach Kirkland attended Anderson on a basketball scholarship. She was recruited by Annie Tribble and played for
Frankie Porter. In her freshman year, Anderson won the Junior College NAIA National Championship. She continued
her athletic career at Winthrop playing basketball and softball for two years. She began teaching at Dorman High School
upon her graduation and has been there ever since.

Although she coached both basketball and volleyball at Dorman High School, it is clear that volleyball is her passion.
She has been named Region Coach of the Year 13 times, the SCACA Volleyball Coach of the Year three times, the High
School Sports Report Volleyball Coach of the Year twice, National Federation of High Schools Volleyball Coach of the
Year once, and the Spartanburg Herald-Journal Volleyball Coach of the Year 12 times. In 2004, she was inducted into
the South Carolina Coaches Hall of Fame.

She is active in the American Volleyball Coaching Associations and was on the Executive Board of the South Carolina
Coaches Association of Womens Sports as the Volleyball chairperson for over 20 years. She has won 11 Four A state
volleyball titles, which is the most by any individual coach in South Carolina. Her Dorman teams have been Region II-
4A champions 21 of the last 29 years. She was selected twice to coach the North All-Star team in the annual North-
South Volleyball match (won both ).

Paula Kirkland has been a teacher and coach at Dorman High School for 29 years. She currently serves as an Assistant
Athletic Director and teaches on the Dorman Freshman campus. We would like to support the movement founded on
Gilmers Gospel Home, we too believe that the playing court at Dorman High School be named "Coach K Court." She
has indeed won that honor. Coach Kirkland has dedicated her life to teaching and coaching and touched thousands of
lives.
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Dorman’s Coach K marks 40 years of
learning, teaching and winning
BY LIVIN' UPSTATE SC · PUBLISHED · UPDATED MARCH 25, 2021

As a recent college graduate in 1980, Paula Kirkland was cutting grass at Spartanburg
Methodist College when she received a call to report for work at Spartanburg District
One.

“My grandfather knew the superintendent over in District One and he called and asked if
he could give his granddaughter a job,” Kirkland recalled. “I had a job but no school and
no position. Then three days before school started, my old basketball coach who was then
the principal at Dorman called and said, ‘We’ve got an opening.’”

The new gig included teaching physical education, coaching basketball and coaching
volleyball.

“I said, ‘oh no, I don’t know anything about volleyball,’ but he said that was the deal and
I said ok,” Kirkland said.

Kirkland admittedly knew very little about the game of volleyball and only tried it as an
intramural player in college. So, three days before her new team’s first practice at
Dorman, Kirkland met her former college roommate and her roommate’s high school
volleyball coach in Kershaw, SC for a quick tutorial.
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“That lady spent all Sunday afternoon copying the coaching books that she had on
volleyball and talking to me about volleyball. That gave me my start. At least I had
something to go by,” Kirkland said.

The instruction appeared to pay off with Kirkland’s team going 14-4 and making the
playoffs that first year. But subsequent years were just average.

“I was struggling with that because I’m a competitor. I hate to lose,” Kirkland said. “The
best thing you can do in this profession and any profession is ask for help, surround
yourself with people that know more than you, and go learn, so that’s what I did.”

Kirkland got to know the volleyball coach at the University of South Carolina, spending
four summers at USC’s volleyball camp learning how to teach the game.

“That gave me the confidence to come back into my gym and teach it,” Kirkland said, “I
give those folks all the credit in the world for giving me the opportunity to be successful
here.”

That success includes 13 state volleyball championships and sending several Dorman
players on to college careers including Gatorade® National Volleyball Player of the Year
Thayer Hall who is now playing at the University of Florida.

https://allaboutfabrics.co/?ad=LU
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The accolades have piled up for Kirkland, too. In 2004, she was inducted into the South
Carolina Athletic Coaches Association Hall of Fame and in 2010 became a member of
Winthrop University Distinguished Alumni. She’s been a Region Coach of the Year 13
times, the SCACA Volleyball Coach of the Year three times, the High School Sports
Report Volleyball Coach of the Year twice and the National Federation of High Schools
Volleyball Coach of the Year once. And just last week, MaxPreps named Kirkland the top
female high school coach in South Carolina with a career record of 989-157-5 and 13
state championships.

Choosing favorite moments from a storied, 40-year career can be difficult, but Kirkland
points to her first state championship as one of them.

“It just so happened that that particular year, we made it to the finals, and we got to host
it,” Kirkland said. “It was at the old gym in the old Dorman which was sunken down with
the fans up high and you were down low. It was loud and echoey and that place was
packed. I’ll never forget the feeling, sitting on the bench and it’s obvious we’re going to
win the match and a state championship. That was memorable.”

Then in 2016, Kirkland’s team traveled to Arizona where they placed seventh in a gym
full of national powerhouses. “We went out there and held our own and that’s a moment
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I’ll always be proud of.”

But having the opportunity to spend a career at a school where her letter jacket hangs on
the wall is unique and special.

“I was over-the-top excited about being able to come back to this school. I love this
school. I loved it growing up and playing here. Obviously, I’ve never looked to go
anywhere else. They treat our program with respect, they treat me with respect. You just
couldn’t ask for a better place to work.”

So, what advice does someone with a successful and storied career as a player and a coach
have for future young women coaches?

“Always be willing to ask the next question and ask someone for help if you need it,”
Kirkland said. “And if someone tells you that you’ve got to do something else in order to
do what you love, you say ‘yes,’ because you can learn.”

Images used in the video portion of this story courtesy of Edward Overstreet.

https://livingupstatesc.com/dormans-coach-k-marks-40-years-of-learning-teaching-and-winning/krikland-dorman-volleyball-1/
https://livingupstatesc.com/dormans-coach-k-marks-40-years-of-learning-teaching-and-winning/paula-kirkland-dorman-hs/
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J.H. Rose baseball coach Ronald Vincent 
reaches 1,000 career wins 
Vincent's teams have averaged 20 wins a season during his 51-year career at J.H. Rose. 

• MARC PRUITT 

• UPDATED: APR 12, 2023 12:05 PM EDT ORIGINAL: APR 12, 2023 

 

GREENVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA—Ronald Vincent, who has been the baseball 
coach at J.H. Rose since 1974, picked up his 1,000th career win on Tuesday night 
with Rampants’ 12-2 win against Jacksonville in five innings.  

The team improved to 15-3 this season with the win. 

Vincent’s mark is the most high school baseball wins in the state of all-time. 

 

 
Ronald Vincent picked up his 1,000th career win Tuesday night. 
JH Rose Athletics photo 

https://highschool.si.com/north-carolina/2023/04/12/j-h-rose-baseball-coach-ronald-vincent-wins-reaches-1000-career-wins
https://highschool.si.com/north-carolina/2023/04/12/j-h-rose-baseball-coach-ronald-vincent-wins-reaches-1000-career-wins
https://highschool.si.com/author/marc-pruitt


This is Vincent’s 51st season with the team after starting his career with 

Farmville Central.  

The Rampants have averaged 20 wins per season during Vincent’s tenure and he 

has led the program to seven state championships: 1975, 1997, 1999, 2003, 2004, 

2008, and 2021. 

 

BY 

 MARC PRUITT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://highschool.si.com/author/marc-pruitt
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JH Rose baseball coach Ronald Vincent wins 1,000th 

game 
JH Rose baseball coach Ronald Vincent won his 1,000th game on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 against Jacksonville. 

No other coach in NCHSAA history has 1,000 wins in a single sport. 
Posted 9:49 p.m. Apr 11 - Updated 11:00 p.m. Apr 11 
 
By  
J. Mike Blake 

HighSchoolOT Contributor 

There is only one North Carolina high school coach with 1,000 wins in a single sport. 

There is only one Ronald Vincent. 

The J.H. Rose baseball coach known throughout the state as "RV" hit the milestone victory on 
Tuesday in a 12-2, five-inning contest at Jacksonville. 

"I really can't put it into words. It's a lot longevity; a lot of great players obviously, a lot of good 
assistant coaches," Vincent said. "It's hard to imagine — I can't believe I'm still coaching and I'm still 
here." 

This year's group, his 51st edition, is now 15-3 on the year. His teams have averaged almost 20 wins 
a season for more than half a century despite the 2020 season ending early, the 2021 season being 
reduced, and the 2023 season only just past the midway point. 

"They're such good people," Vincent said of this year's team. "Today's youth catches a bad rap 
because really I've got a team of really, really good people right now. The guys like to play ball, they 
compete, they support each other, and it's a lot of fun when it happens like that." 

There are a few coaches in N.C. High School Athletic Association history that have reached the mark 
by combining sports, like a few soccer and tennis coaches who coach boys and girls. 

But the only ones that come close to Vincent's 1K in a single sport are SouthWest Edgecombe girls 
basketball coach Sandra Langley (still active) with more than 830 wins, McMichael's volleyball coach 
Marty Woods (still active) with 776 and Union Pines tennis coach John Frye (still active) with more 
than 730 in boys tennis. 



J.H. Rose head baseball coach Ronald Vincent. Vincent earned his 1000th coaching victory in his 
51st season on Tuesday Apr. 11, 2023 at Jacksonville High School. (Photo: Evan 
Moesta/HighSchoolOT) 

In the N.C. Independent Schools Athletic Association, the only coach to reach the 1,000-win plateau is 
Freddy Johnson of Greensboro Day boys basketball. 

From coaching Little League baseball to his longevity as the Rampants coach since 1973, RV is part 
of the fabric of Greenville. He's guided the Rampants to seven state championships, coming in 1975, 
1997, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2008, and 2021. 

He instills work ethic, honing in the fundamentals, and having fun — never forgetting that's the point 
of it all. 

"When you've got a team that comes together, it's one of the best things you can ever have," Vincent 
said. 

Parents held up cut-out numbers — all four digits, 1-0-0-0 — to celebrate his accomplishment. He was 
given a wooden plaque that read "COACH RONALD VINCENT 1000 WINS APRIL 2023" with the 
Rampants logos etched on either side. 



J.H. Rose's Marvin Jarman. The Rampants defeated Jacksonville 12-2 on Tuesday Apr. 11, 2023 to 
earn head coach Ronald Vincent his 1000th career coaching victory, an NCHSAA record (Photo: Evan 
Moesta/HighSchoolOT) 

His longtime friend Marvin Jarman — who has been to more than 1,300 straight games in football, 
basketball, and baseball — was there on the edge of the group photos. 

But RV finished the game like it was any other. 

He drove the bus back home to Greenville.Play  
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HALL OF FAME NOMINEE 
Name of Nominee:  Ronald Stuart Vincent

(first, middle, last) 

Individual Submitting Nomination: 

Name:  James Alverson

Phone:  919-770-7946

Street Address:  222 Finley Golf Course Rd.

City, State, Zip Code:  Chapel Hill, NC 27515

Signed:   

Date:  11/14/22

Email:  james@nchsaa.org
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NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
Please Check Appropriate Nomination Category: 
 

 Athlete      Coach      Official      Administrator      Performing Arts      Others 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Ronald Stuart Vincent  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 1728 Circle Drive  
                                                                        (street address) 
Greenville, NC 27858  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Email:  rhsvincent@hotmail.com   
 
Phone: (252) 717-4332   Date of Birth: 05/28/1947  
 
School Affiliation (if any) Junius H. Rose High School (J.H. Rose or Greenville Rose)  
 
City: Greenville   State: NC  
 
Place of Birth: Greenville   Date of Retirement: Active  
 
Is the nominee still active in any area of athletics or performing arts other than the category  
for which he/she is being nominated?    Yes      No 
 
If yes, please explain:  
No  
 
If deceased, date of death:  
N/A  

 
Name of Spouse or Closest Living Relative: Tiffany Vincent  
 
Address: 1728 Circle Drive; Greenville, NC 27858  
 
Phone: (252) 717-4332  

 
Schools Attended: 
Name of School City and State Year Graduated Degree 
High School: J.H. Rose High School Greenville, NC 1965 HS Diploma 

College/University: East Carolina University Greenville, NC 1969 B.S. Physical 
Education 

Post Graduate School: None N/A N/A N/A 

 
  Small Portrait-type Photograph of Nominee Attached (to be used for news release, etc.) 
  Letters of Recommendation Attached 
  Newspaper and/or Other Supportive Material Attached 
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COACH 
 
 
Career Description as High School Coach [give complete background and information pertaining 
to involvement in athletics, i.e., coaching positions, tenure, etc.  Please note the classification of 
the high school(s) (A, AA, etc.) and how many classes the state had in that sport.] 
 
Ronald Vincent has been a Pitt County, NC resident his entire life.  He attended Pitt County 
Schools and graduated from Rose High School in 1965 where he played football and baseball.  
He then attended East Carolina University from 1965-1969 and played football for the Pirates in 
1966 and 1967.  This year he begins his 53rd year of coaching baseball for Pitt County Schools.  
Coach Vincent has also coached football over 30 years at Rose High School and Farmville 
Central High School and has also coached basketball and wrestling.  He taught at Farmville 
Central High School from 1969-1973 and Rose High School from 1973-2009.  Currently he has 
the most wins for a high school baseball coach in North Carolina history with 985 wins.  This 
includes 7 state championships in baseball (1975, 1997, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2008 and 2021) and 
was assistant football coach on 5 state championship teams (1975, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006).  
Each summer he enjoys hosting many baseball camps for the City of Greenville and has done so 
for over 40 years.  He has been on the Greenville Babe Ruth Board of Directors since 1977 and 
also has served as the District Commissioner for Boy Scouts. 
 
 
 
Coaching Records and Honors (overall record, outstanding seasons, etc.) 
 
985-292 Record as a Head Coach in Baseball (52 Years) 
     Head Baseball at Farmville Central HS from August 1969 to May 1973. Head Baseball Coach  
     at Junius H. Rose HS from 1973 to Present. 
     Served as J.H. Rose HS Athletic Director from August 1997 to May 2001. 
7X State Baseball Champion Head Coach 
     1975 4A State Champions -  
     1997 4A State Champions - 26-2 Record - Swept Charlotte Providence 2-0 in State Finals 
     1999 4A State Champions - 28-0 Record - Swept South Mecklenburg 2-0 in State Finals 
     2003 4A State Champions - 26-2 Record - Defeated XXXXXX 2-games to 1 in State Finals 
     2004 4A State Champions - 28-5 Record -  
     2008 4A State Champions - 28-3 Record -  
     2021 3A State Champions - 16-4 Record - Swept Cox Mill 2-0 in State Finals 
NCHSAA Hall of Fame Inductee - Class of 2014 
NC Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame Inductee - Class of 2010 
NCHSAA State Award Winner 2021 - Harvey Reid Male Coach of the Year 
NCHSAA "100 Coaches To Remember" Honoree during NCHSAA Centennial Celebration (2013) 
NFHS Section 3 Coach of the Year (2013) 
2X ABCA Coach of the Year - Region I (1997 & 1999) 
Winningest High School Baseball Coach in the History of NC 
Mid-Atlantic Baseball Coach of the Year 1999 
Multiple-time Pitt County Baseball Coach of the Year, most recently in 2017 & 2021 
Field House at J.H. Rose named in his honor in 2004 
 
 
 
Professional Affiliations and Achievements (i.e., involvement in state and national coaching 
associations and other related professional organizations) 
 
Citizen of the Year by Greenville Civitan Club in 2014 
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Legends Award winner from Pitt County Chamber of Commerce in 2019 
J.H. Rose High School Alumni of the Year 2000 
Greenville (NC) Babe Ruth Board of Directors Member since 1977 
Awarded NC Order of the Long Leaf Pine in August 2003 (NC's Highest Civilian Honor) 
Served as President of the NC Baseball Coaches Association multiple terms. Remains active on 
the group's Board of Directors. 
Active supporter and organizer for Greenville Little Leagues - North State League & Tar Heel 
League - both leagues have made trips to Williamsport to participate in the Little League World 
Series and have combined for 22 State Little League Championships, including one by Coach 
Vincent's 1970 Tar Heel League team. 
District Leader of Boy Scouts of America 
 
 
 
Other information (not previously listed) 
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2022-2023 NCHSAA Board of 
Directors

Rob Jackson, President
     Buncombe County Schools
Chris Blanton, Vice President
     Watauga High School
Bobby Wilkins, Past-President
     Hendersonville High School
Que Tucker, Commissioner
    NCHSAA
Paige Badgett
     North Surry High School
Mark Byrd
     Wilkes County Schools
Brian Carver
     Enka High School
Chad Duncan
     Gaston County Schools
Stephen Gainey
     Randolph County Schools
Mark Garrett
     Henderson County Schools
Sam Jones
     West Stokes High School
Jerome Leathers
     Southern Durham High School
Troy Lindsey
     Gray’s Creek High School
Fred Lynch
     Laney High School 
Andy McCormick
     Union Pines High School
Cathy Moore
     Wake County Schools
Tod Morgan
     C.B. Aycock High School
Bryan Tyson
     Cabarrus County Schools
Tanya Turner
     Perquimans County Schools
Larry Williford
     Farmville Central High School

Affiliate Members
Vernon Aldridge 
     N.C. Athletic Directors Association
Elbert Lassiter
     North State Football Officials Association
Joe Franks 
     N.C. Coaches Association
Wendell Hall 
     N.C. State School Boards Association
Burt Jenkins 
     N.C. Department of Public Instruction

Dear NFHS Hall of Fame Committee:

The NCHSAA is pleased to submit one of the best high school baseball coaches 
in the country for consideration for inclusion in the NFHS Hall of Fame Coaching 
Category. Ronald Vincent has a storied history of success in shaping the lives of 
young men through the game of baseball. Not only is Vincent a winner on the field, 
985 times to be exact, but his young men go on to be leaders in their community 
and in their families. 

This year, Coach Vincent begins his 53rd year coaching baseball in Pitt County 
Schools, mostly at Junius H. Rose High. His resume is spectacular. He has more 
wins than any coach in the history of high school baseball in North Carolina, post-
ing a stellar 985-292 career record at the varsity level. His 985 wins place him in 
elite company among the top 25 in all-time wins according to the NFHS Record 
Book.

Coach Vincent’s Rampants have collected seven state championships, the first in 
1975 and his most recent in 2021. As an assistant coach, Vincent has been a part 
of five football state championship teams at J.H. Rose. Those five State Champion-
ships include a string of four-straight from 2003-2006.  

He truly exhibits the ideals of a servant coach, demonstrated in his willingness to 
do what is necessary to provide the best experience for students and visitors to 
his school community. Vincent has coached not only football and baseball but has 
been called on to coach teams in basketball and wrestling over the course of his 
distinguished career. 

In North Carolina, we have a great history of outstanding high school baseball 
coaches, but few come close to the stature of Ronald Vincent. He is one of the most 
respected coaches, regardless of sport, in our state. He has long been a proponent 
of education-based athletics and has worked countless hours to provide summer 
baseball camps for young people in Greenville, NC while serving as the District 
Commissioner for Boy Scouts of America. In further demonstrating his commit-
ment, Vincent has been an active member of the Greenville Babe Ruth Board of 
Directors since 1977. 

In summary, we believe that Coach Ronald Vincent is worthy of induction in the 
prestigious NFHS Hall of Fame, a recognition worthy of a career that has reached 
his level of success. Further, we believe his record of service to young people 
throughout North Carolina and the nation would only add to the esteem of an 
already well regarded National High School Hall of Fame.

	 Sincerely,

	 Que Tucker 
	 NCHSAA Commissioner

Inspiring individuals, encouraging excellence through education-based athletics

Sportsmanship  •  Developing Student-Athletes  •  Equity  •  Fair Competition
Fair Play  •  Honesty  •  Integrity  •  Respect 

P.O. Box 3216   Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27515 | Phone  919-240-7401 | Fax  919-240-7399
www.nchsaa.org

Thursday, November 10, 2022









National Federation Of State      November 12,2022 

High School Association 

 

 This letter is in reference to the nomination of long time JH Rose High School coach Ronald 
Vincent to the National Federation Hall of Fame. 

 My relationship with Coach Vincent goes back well over 40 years. As a former assistant baseball 
coach at the University of North Carolina and for over the past 38 years as a Major League scout with 
Boston, Arizona, Seattle, and Kansas City, I have had the pleasure of viewing Ronald’s teams in practice 
and game settings as both an evaluator and as a parent.  Under Coach Vincent’s tireless leadership and 
dedication, he has amassed well over 900 victories in his 46 plus years of coaching. There have been 
many league and state championships under his tutelage. RV has touched and influenced countless 
numbers of athletes both at JH Rose and in the city of Greenville. Kids love to play for him and grow up 
wanting to wear the Rose HS uniform. He has the special touch allowing athletes to be who they are 
individually while recognizing their strengths and weaknesses on how they best can be coached. 

 I can attest to the countless hours he spends on the field with his players. Rose is one of the few 
schools that still run three levels, 9th grade team, Junior Varsity, and Varsity. By doing this he is involving 
as many kids as possible. Ronald knows that players progress at different stages. Not only is his high 
school program important, but he spends a great deal of time in the area youth programs with summer 
and winter camps, summer play for all ages. During the spring and summer there aren’t many days or 
nights that you won’t find Ronald at Guy Smith Stadium (honored by the city recently with adding 
Ronald Vincent Field at Guy Smith Stadium) or our Little League complex, either coaching his HS team or 
watching young players develop their baseball skills. Never one to say no to any age kid who wants extra 
work on the weekends, he’s always there to offer his time coaching and advice to allow for the 
improvement of their fundamental skills. None of this “pay for instruction “ with Ronald, he’s in it for 
the kids.  

 Ronald lives by example: hard work, positive attitude, dedication, equal opportunity and equal 
treatment of all. Ronald is a fabulous role model on and off the field. I’ve often heard my son say how 
much Coach Vincent has meant to his development as a collegiate and professional player but most 
importantly how much fun he had playing for Ronald Vincent. His baseball accomplishments are well 
noted, but his Hall of Fame qualities stretch well beyond the baseball diamond. 

 I’m proud to call RV a friend and a role model for so many. He’s a tremendous ambassador for 
high school athletics and the entire youth athletic programs of our city. 

 I offer my utmost recommendation for his consideration into the NFHS Hall of Fame. Believe me, 
he is most deserving! 

Howard McCullough  

KC Royals 

 

 



Support 
Data



RONALD STUART VINCENT
HEAD BASEBALL COACH

JUNIUS H. ROSE (J.H. ROSE) HIGH SCHOOL
GREENVILLE, NC
1973-PRESENT

NFHS HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

NOMINATION PACKAGE

SUBMITTED FRI. NOVEMBER 18, 2022



12/20/22, 12:37 PM City of Greenville to name Guy Smith Stadium field after Rose head coach Ronald Vincent

https://www.witn.com/2022/05/13/city-greenville-name-guy-smith-stadium-field-after-rose-head-coach-ronald-vincent/ 1/6

39°
Greenville, NC

 News First Alert Weather Sports ENC At Three Watch Live 

GREENVILLE, N.C. (WITN) - J.H. Rose baseball won again in the state tournament Thursday night 10-0 over Southern Lee. While the Rampants were
winning, the City of Greenville decided they are giving their coach, the legendary Ronald Vincent, a great honor. they dedicated the field at Guy Smith
Stadium to coach. It will now be Ronald “RV” Vincent field.

“It’s something I never considered, and somebody brought it up and said they were going to try to get it passed. I said, man that would really be
something,” says J.H. Rose head coach Ronald Vincent, “What a great place Guy Smith Stadium to have your name on something like this. With this
area like this is really quite an honor.”

Decades of hard work and dedication coach Ronald Vincent has made such an impact on Greenville and the baseball community. Coach is closing in
on the 1000 win milestone and will likely hit it next season. The milestone would be reached on a field named for him. The honor really hits home for a
man who used to play ball there too.

“This was the original Pitt County Fairgrounds way back when. This was built in 1939. There’s been a lot of baseball here... cause I played out here when
I was 13, 14, 15 and then in high school we played out here,” says Vincent, “Then you know they have done a lot over the years to renovate it and
make it so nice over the years, Boyd Lee and his crowd, and then the recreation has just kept it going and kept it up. It’s really, really a great place to
play and our guys are really proud to play out here. You talk to old players all the time and they got memories of Guy Smith Stadium. It’s part of the
culture in our community.”

Rose hosts their third round game against Orange there on Tuesday night at 6 PM.

Copyright 2022 WITN. All rights reserved.

City of Greenville to name Guy Smith Stadium field after
Rose head coach Ronald Vincent
“What a great place Guy Smith Stadium to have your name on something like this.”

By Eric Gullickson
Published: May. 13, 2022 at 6:02 PM EDT
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BASEBALL

RV KEEPS ON ROLLING
Record-breaking, youth mentor RV in his own class
By Ronnie Woodward Sports Writer  Jul 1, 2021

Three of the six head baseball coaches in Pitt County Schools are not yet 46 years old, which
might be the most appropriate tribute to the range of Ronald Vincent’s seven state
championships as J.H. Rose’s coach.

His first was in 1975. His seventh was sealed 46 years later Sunday afternoon in Fayetteville, and
in sticking to his script, the 74-year-old Vincent was at Elm Street Park 17 hours later on Monday
morning leading a Greenville Recreation and Parks baseball camp for 6-, 7- and 8-year-olds.

“That is RV, all the way,” Greenville Little Leagues commissioner Brian Weingartz said. “I’m not
sure there is anybody like him anywhere else.”

Monday could have been an excusable absence for Vincent at Elm Street Park, one of the
nation’s most pristine Little League venues that also serves as a valuable feeder program for
Rose and other county schools. Vincent considered maybe not being there Monday by 9 a.m., but
it wasn’t seriously pondered.

“No,” he said when asked if he wanted to miss the first camp day of this week. “We talked on the
(state championship) bus ride home, but I said that we have to because all of the kids that are
going to be there. We might as well go ahead and do it. I can tell you that come Friday, I’m out of
here for a while. I’m not much of a beach-goer or anything like that, but this might be a good
week to get away for a little while.”

This week’s camp is actually the third of its kind in June. There already were two for older kids,
which coincided with the Rampants’ run to a state championship as the East No. 13 seed.

Vincent said hitting ground balls and directing kids to the batter’s box and around the bases for
camps during the day helped ease his mind for the playoff games he coached at night. Rose
needed a nine-inning, comeback victory at top-seeded Northern Guilford in the third round
before shutting out rival D.H. Conley in the 3A Eastern Finals in one of the most intense
matchups possible in Pitt County prep athletics.

Weingartz said Vincent’s balance in managing his schedules, which for the Rampants in the
playoffs was a log of more than 1,500 miles traveled for games, showed his high level of
dedication.

“He’s just a big believer in our young people,” Weingartz said of the North Carolina High School
Athletic Association’s winningest baseball coach.

Vincent can name the years of J.H. Rose state championships with ease. He also likes to
reference a year in which the Rampants were plenty talented but didn’t finish in first place.

“’75, ‘97, ‘99, ‘03, ‘04, ‘08 and this one, 2021,” Vincent said. “I think in 1988 we came in second. That
year we came in second, but we were really good that year, too.”

North Pitt coach Ryan Meadows was a player on the 1997 title team. He is one of the county
coaches under the age of 46, joined by Ayden-Grifton’s Corey Skinner and South Central’s Pat
McRae.

Vincent is far from a dictator in his coaching style. He relies on his peers and assistant coaches,
like Clay Medlin and Chuck Humphrey as prime examples for many years, to help him with
various baseball duties at various fields.

Fellow local legend Marvin Jarman, of course, accompanies Vincent as much as anyone.

The overlap of youth camps and J.H. Rose baseball playoff games this year was not something
Vincent planned, but he did embrace.

“It wore on me physically, but it also kept my mind off worrying about other things, and I stayed
busy and that part helped,” Vincent said. “Doing baseball and being around these kids helps. ...
Baseball is supposed to be played, and it’s a game and we want to give these guys a chance to
play baseball.

“We want them to get better because the better you are, the more fun it is. The thing about these
camps is we do them to help improve their skills and stuff, but we really try to make sure the
kids enjoy playing baseball. That is what it is supposed to be about is liking to play baseball.”
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Contact Ronnie Woodward at rwoodward@reflector.com, 252-329-9592 and follow @RonnieW11 on Twitter.
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Ronald Vincent instructs kids where to go at Elm Street Park on Wednesday during baseball camp for 6- to 8-year-olds.
Ronnie Woodward/The Daily Reflector

Ronald Vincent throws to kids at Elm Street Park on Wednesday during youth baseball camp.
Ronnie Woodward/The Daily Reflector
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Get to know the winningest HS baseball coach
in N.C. history, Ronald Vincent

Courtesy: Amy Taylor

GREENVILLE, N.C. — Meet Coach Ronald Vincent. He is probably a household
name for most of you.  He has dedicated a good portion of his life to young
baseball players and high school students at JH Rose High School.

He started his career in 1969, at age 18, in Farmville as a little league coach while
he was in college. His little league team went on to win the State Championship in
1970.  In 1973 he was asked by the coach of Rose at that time to fill in for 2
weeks and the sitting coach never came back.  This was the start of Coach
Vincent’s illustrious career at Rose.  He started his career off with a bang.  In the
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second season at Rose, the team won the State Championship!  Many of the
boys on that team had been with him in little league. Coach Vincent told me that
the funniest thing about the team he coached to the State Championships in 1975
is that they are all now on Medicare!   They have all turned 65 this year.
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Courtesy: Amy Taylor

Not only was he dedicated to the baseball program at Rose, he was also a Social
Studies teacher from 1973 until 2009.  For 40 years he was committed to the
educational growth of his students.

He is still the baseball coach at Rose today.  He has had more wins than any
coach in North Carolina, totaling 980 to date.  He is determined that this number
will continue to grow as the current team is entering the playoffs.  I asked him if he
thought there was a chance to make it to the State Championships this year, and
he told me that yes, there is a possibility, and he is very confident in his team for
the 2022 season.  Over his career, he has won 7 State Championships and 1
runner up.

I asked Coach Vincent what makes him such a great coach.  He was very modest
and gave a lot of credit to his players and assistant coaches, but the 3 main things
he mentioned as being the most important in the success of the team is to stay
positive, that the players come first, and they always try to have fun!  They try to
win as hard as anyone but the principal goal is to make sure that when the boys
finish high school, they have had fun playing baseball.  That’s a really big deal for
him.  They can be intense but they have to have fun.

The team at Rose is a big team.  Coach Vincent tries not to cut any players and
everyone gets a chance. Many players actually move to Greenville to be able to
play for Coach Vincent. In this moment there are 13 players from the Rose
baseball program that are playing for college teams.   Two men from his program
have made it to the Major Leagues, Kelly Heath in 1980 and Jamie Brewington in
1991.
Many others have gotten close and have played in the minor leagues.
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Courtesy: Amy Taylor

I asked what they do in training that aids in their success, and he mentioned that
they practice a lot of game like scenarios, and they do a lot of repetition.  I also
asked what he thinks are the most important positions in the game.  “All positions
are important,” he states, ” but you have to have a good pitcher and you have to
have a good catcher”.  These are the 2 key positions and all else will fall into
place.

When I inquired as to his most memorable moments, he said that All the State
Championships are etched in your brain forever and he can remember every
moment play by play.

He also mentioned that the key to dealing with losing is to bounce back and to put
the losses behind you.  Life is not fair or easy, so you just have to shake it off and
look forward.  Many of the lessons in baseball also translate into real life. “Deal
with it!”
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I asked him if he noticed a change in the way players behave over all these
years.  He said that the kids are still essentially the same.  They want discipline,
they want things to be organized and they want to have a chance.  They want to
be led.   The ones who have changed are the parents.  Some parents might have
some expectations that aren’t realistic.  Coach Vincent says that the parents
should just let the boys play and that after the game, they should just say, “I
enjoyed watching you play today”.  He also mentions that these things are easier
to say than they are to do, but everyone should try.  In baseball, the boys are
made accountable for what they do and this is the main goal in the growth of the
players.
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Some of Coach Vincent’s proudest moments are when he sees players or
students 20 years later and they have become successful citizens.  He wants to
feel that he has really made a positive impact on these boys’ lives, not just in
baseball but in all areas of their lives.  The true satisfaction in his life he is when
his students come back after many years and thank him for what he did to
influence their lives in a positive way.

His biggest life lesson from being a coach is having passion.  Things just don’t
come easily, and he is always continuing to and adjust to how things have
changed not only in baseball but also in life.  Things have changed so much over
the years and he has been there dedicated to his students, his players and his
community.

I heard and saw the passion and dedication in Coach Vincent as I spoke to him
for this article.  We are so very lucky to have such a strong, grounded and kind
man to lead our boys to success.

This is a special tribute to a very special person, so I ask all of you, when you see
him, thank him for all he does and has done.  The community of Greenville is
lucky to have him!

This is an unedited user writing submission. The views, information, or opinions expressed in this article are
solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Best Version Media or its employees.

Park Vista HS baseball team prepares for 2023
season

Credit: StefanoT - stock.adobe.com
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J.H. Rose inducts 7 into Hall of Fame
By Jim Green Sports Writer  Oct 16, 2021
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Matt Houser  Ronald Vincent  Conference

J.H. Rose High School inducted seven as part of its 12th Hall of Fame class during
a recognition banquet Thursday evening.

The five inductees were Jumail Blount, Esther Fisher, Charlie Harvey, Matt Houser,
Tommy Peacock, James Rankins and Ronald Vincent.

Blount (Class of 1999) was a standout basketball player at Rose – a four-year
varsity starter.

He is among the top 15 all-time leading scorers in school history, he earned all-
conference honors from 1996-1999, he was named the Rampants’ Most Valuable
Player and Conference Player of the Year in 1999, an all-area player his junior and
senior seasons, a Christmas tournament all-tournament team as a junior and
senior, and was an honorable mention McDonald’s All-American selection in 1999.

Fisher (Class of 2012) excelled in cross country and track during her career.

She was captain of the cross country team, won multiple conference and state
titles in individual events, and is a school record holder in the 5K, 800 meters,
1,000 meters, 1,600 meters and the mile.

An avid member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Fisher attended North
Carolina State University, where she continued to set personal and college
records in cross and country and was an academic scholar-athlete for the
Wolfpack.

Harvey (1988-2021) served as soccer and swimming coach at Rose for more than
three decades.

He compiled a record of 364-171-12 as men’s soccer coach from 1987-2012, a
record of 201-102-21 in two stints as women’s soccer coach (1998-2007 and 2015-
2017), a record of 566-84 as men’s and women’s swimming coach from 2007-
2021.

He won 17 conference championships, four regional championships and finished
second in the state in 2014 as the men’s swim coach.

A two-time NCHSAA Regional Coach of the Year (1993 and 2003), Harvey earned
conference coach of the year 13 times spanning from 1989-2015, coached 67 all-
state soccer players and 4 all-state (???) and also coached 10 All-American
swimmers as well as three All-American relay teams.

Houser (Class of 2009) was a state champion swimmer in the 200 individual
medley in 2008, and a state champion in the 200 IM in 2009. He also placed
second in the 100-meter backstroke in 2009.

He was a competitor at the U.S. Olympic Trials in 2008-2009 and is the current
state record holder in the 200 and 400 IM in the 15-18 age group.

Houser attended the University of Virginia, where he was part of a three-time ACC
winning team, was on the team that finished 10th in the NCAAs in 2011 and set a
school record of 1:44.51 while placing 11th individually.

Peacock coached from 1982-2016 at Rose (basketball and football) as well as
served as athletic director.

He graduated from Jacksonville High School in 1977, walked on to the ECU
football team and earned a scholarship the next year.

He was an assistant football coach (1982-2001), wrestling coach (1982-1984),
assistant men’s basketball coach (1987-1989) and women’s basketball coach
(1999-2006). He served as AD from 1997-2016 and was a conference president for
four different leagues: Big East, Coastal 3A/4A, Mideastern and Eastern Carolina
3A/4A.

Among the awards Peacock has earned are NCHSAA Eastern Regional Basketball
Distinguished Service Award (2001), NCHSAA Outstanding Service Award and
Region I Athletic Director of the Year (2004), NCHSAA Charlie Adams
Distinguished Service Award (2010), Top 100 Athletic Directors in NCHSAA history
(2013), North Carolina Athletic Directors Association AD of the Year (2015) and
NCADA Hall of Fame (2011). He also served on the NCADA Board of Directors for
four years.

Rankins (who has coached from 1984-present) graduated from Bertie High School
in 1976, where he was a three-year letterman in football, basketball and track and
field. He was the school’s most valuable athlete his senior year and awarded a
track scholarship to ECU, where he became a two-time Southern Conference
champion and a top sprinter for the Pirates in the 55- and 100-meters.

Rankins has been a six-time coach of the year while at Rose and one-time all-
area coach of the year. He has won nine regular-season conference titles, made
18 state playoff appearances and had more than 20 players moved on to the
collegiate level.

Rankins has also coached 69 all-conference players, three East-West players,
three N.C.-South Carolina all-star players and four all-state players recognized by
the NCHSAA.

He is a recipient of the National Basketball Athletic Association sportsmanship
award and has coached 10 individual champions, two state record holders and
multiple conference championship track teams.

Vincent, coaching from 1973-present, graduated from Rose in 1965 and played
football at ECU in 1966-1967. He taught at Farmville Central from 1969-1973 before
moving to Rose.

He has directed the Rampants to seven state championships in baseball (1975,
1997, 1999, 2004, 2004, 2008 and 2021), a five-time assistant coach for state
championship football teams (1975, 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006), was elected for
the George Whitfield Hall of Fame and named the Atlantic Region Coach of the
Year by the American Baseball Coaches Association (1997) and had a fieldhouse
named after him at Rose in 2004.

Other honors for Vincent include: Charter member of the N.C. Baseball Coaches
Association Hall of Fame (2010), NCHSAA Top 100 Coaches of All Time (2012),
Sectional Coach of the Year by the National Federation of High Schools (2013),
Citizen of the Year by the Greenville Civitan Club and inducted into the NCHSAA
Hall of Fame (2014), Pitt County baseball coach of the year multiple times, most
recently in 2017, and recipient of the Legends Award from the Pitt County
Chamber of Commerce (2019).

The inductees were announced at halftime of Friday’s football game between
Rose and New Bern.
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Contact Jim Green at jgreen@ncweeklies.com.
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November 15, 2023 
 
 
 
Bruce Howard 
NFHS 
PO Box 690 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
 
 
Dear Mr. Howard, 
 
Please accept this letter with updated information for the nomination of Mac Whitaker of Harrison County 
High School for nomination into the NFHS Hall of Fame in the Coach Category. It remains not possible 
in a letter or even in his nomination form to capture Mac’s influence on his sport, his Commonwealth, 
or his school. We will not be nominating another individual in any category at this time. 
 
This list of wins has been audited a couple of times and is complete through the 2023 playing season. 
I trust the committee will again review his submitted material and truly grasp his contributions. We are 
blessed to be at a unique time in the history of our Commonwealth, where several sports are seeing 
our most successful coaches retire or move on. Thankfully, Mac continues to give to the school, 
community, and state. His 1221 wins through the 2023 season places him in the top 10 nationally of 
both active and all-time coaches. 
 
Mac just completed his 46th season at the helm of the Thorobreds of Harrison County. I have been able 
to witness his influence throughout that time, being immensely successful at what in many states would 
be considered a small school. This success is even more pronounced when you consider that we only 
have one class in baseball, so he has always had to compete against much larger schools. His teams 
have been consistently successful, as is evidenced by his nomination form, much of which was compiled 
for his induction in our own Hall of Fame. Simply put, he continues to be a combination of teacher, 
coach, strategist, manager, and promoter for his sport and his school. 
 
We have submitted the information that hopefully will help the screening committee and selection 
committee in their review. We feel that his work at the interscholastic level leaves him uniquely qualified 
to be inducted into the NFHS National High School Hall of Fame. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Julian Tackett 
Commissioner 
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HALL OF FAME NOMINEE 
 
Name of Nominee:  Mac Whitaker  
                                                    (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name:  Julian Tackett  
 
Phone:  859-299-5472  
 
Street Address:  2280 Executive Drive  
 
City, State, Zip Code:  Lexington, KY 40505  
 
Signed:  Julian Tackett  
 
Date:  11/1/22  
 
Email:  jtackett@khsaa.org  
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NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
Please Check Appropriate Nomination Category: 
 

 Athlete      Coach      Official      Administrator      Performing Arts      Others 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Mac Whitaker  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 475 Chelsea Drive  
                                                                        (street address) 
Cynthiana, KY 41031  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Email:  mac.whitaker@harrison.kyschools.us   
 
Phone: 859-298-9654   Date of Birth: 9/30/1952  
 
School Affiliation (if any) Harrison County High School  
 
City: Cynthiana   State: KY  
 
Place of Birth: [Tab here]   Date of Retirement: N/A  
 
Is the nominee still active in any area of athletics or performing arts other than the category  
for which he/she is being nominated?    Yes      No 
 
If yes, please explain:  
Continues coaching at Harrison County High School  
 
If deceased, date of death:  
[Tab here]  

 
Name of Spouse or Closest Living Relative: Connie (spouse)  
 
Address: Same  
 
Phone: Same  

 
Schools Attended: 

Name of School City and State Year Graduated Degree 
High School: [Tab here] [Tab here] [Tab here] [Tab here] 

College/University: [Tab here] [Tab here] [Tab here] [Tab here] 

Post Graduate School: [Tab here] [Tab here] [Tab here] [Tab here] 

 
  Small Portrait-type Photograph of Nominee Attached (to be used for news release, etc.) 
  Letters of Recommendation Attached 
  Newspaper and/or Other Supportive Material Attached 
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COACH 
 
 
Career Description as High School Coach [give complete background and information pertaining 
to involvement in athletics, i.e., coaching positions, tenure, etc.  Please note the classification of 
the high school(s) (A, AA, etc.) and how many classes the state had in that sport.] 
 
Mac Whitaker was the coach that brought that pride, to not only the baseball team, but to 
everyone in Harrison County and continues to do so as he completed his 44th season as the 
Head Baseball Coach of the Thorobreds. Harrison County has won 4 State Titles (1993, 1997, 
1998 & 2010), 2 State Runners-up (1984 &1987), 21 Regional Crowns and 37 District 
Championships all the while compiling the most career coaching wins in the history of high school 
baseball in the state of Kentucky.  In 1997, he was inducted into the KY High School Baseball 
Coaches Association Hall Of Fame. He has been named Coach of the Year in Kentucky five 
times. In 2008 He was named National High School Baseball Coach of the Year by the National 
High School Athletic Coaches Association and in 2011 was named the National Federation of 
High School Coaches Association National Coach of the Year. Coach Whitaker ranks first in most 
wins in the state of Kentucky. He won 40 games in 1997 with only one loss, has won 30 games or 
more in 17 seasons and has eclipsed the 20-win mark for 40 of his 44 seasons as head baseball 
coach at Harrison County High School. 
Coach Whitaker, at the end of the 2022 season, has a career record of 1189 wins and is currently 
slated to continue coaching the Thorobreds for 2023.  
 
 
 
Coaching Records and Honors (overall record, outstanding seasons, etc.) 
 
37 District Championships 
21 Regional Championships 
9 Sectional Championships 
6 Sectional Runners-up 
4 State Titles * 
1189 wins and 370 losses in 44 seasons 
 
* Note that Kentucky only has one class and Harrison County is a small to medium size school 
with less than 500 total males. 
 
 
 
Professional Affiliations and Achievements (i.e., involvement in state and national coaching 
associations and other related professional organizations) 
 
Long-time member and one of the founding members of the Kentucky High School Baseball 
Coaches Association and several other regional and national organizations 
 
 
 
Other information (not previously listed) 
 
Mac Whitaker is the all-time wins leader for baseball coaches in the state of Kentucky. He took 
over the Harrison Co Baseball Team in 1978 and has never had a losing season in the 43 years 
he has been at the helm (through 2021). In 1981, his Harrison Co Thorobreds' teams began a 20-
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win season streak that lasted for 37 years. Coach Whitaker has led Harrison Co to 4 State 
Tournament Titles (1993, 1997, 1998, 2010) and 2 State Runners-up (1984, 1987). He has 
coached seven players who signed a professional baseball contract, two KY Mr. Baseball's and 
Gatorade Players of the Year and 76 players who have gone on to play college baseball 
 
 
 



Letters of
Recommendation



 
Kentucky High School Athletic Association 

2280 Executive Drive ° Lexington, KY  40505  www.khsaa.org º (859)299-5472 

 
November 30, 2022 
 
 
 
Bruce Howard 
NFHS 
PO Box 690 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
 
 
Dear Mr. Howard, 
 
Please accept this letter of recommendation on behalf of the KHSAA for Mr. Mac Whitaker for 
nomination into the NFHS Hall of Fame in the Coach Category. It is simply not possible in a letter or 
even in his nomination form to capture Mac’s influence on his sport, his Commonwealth, or his school. 
I trust the committee will review his submitted material and truly grasp his contributions. We are blessed 
to be at a unique time in the history of our Commonwealth, where several sports are seeing our most 
successful coaches retire or move on. Thankfully, Mac continues to give to the school, community, and 
state. 
 
Mac just completed his 44th season at the helm of the Thorobreds of Harrison County. I have been able 
to witness his influence throughout that time, being immensely successful at what in many states would 
be considered a small school. This success is even more pronounced when you consider that we only 
have one class in baseball, so he has always had to compete against much larger schools. His teams 
have been consistently successful, as is evidenced by his nomination form, much of which was compiled 
for his induction in our own Hall of Fame last year. Mac would have been in the Hall of Fame much 
earlier, but only recently was our criteria revised to permit the induction of an active coach. Simply put, 
he continues to be a combination of teacher, coach, strategist, manager, and promoter for his sport and 
his school. 
 
We have submitted the information that hopefully will help the screening committee and selection 
committee in their review. We feel that his work at the interscholastic level leaves him uniquely qualified 
to be inducted into the NFHS National High School Hall of Fame. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Julian Tackett 
Commissioner 
 



Support 
Data
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HALL OF FAME NOMINEE 
 
Name of Nominee:  Jim Phillip Ciccarello  
                                                    (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name:  J.P. Murrieta  
 
Phone:  5053794305  
 
Street Address:  6600 Palomas Ave NE  
 
City, State, Zip Code:  Albuquerque,  87109  
 
Signed:  J.P. Murrieta  
 
Email:  jp@nmact.org  
 
State Association Verification? True 
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NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
Please Check Appropriate Nomination Category: 
 
Coaches 
 
Name of Nominee: Jim Phillip Ciccarello  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address:  2010 Dartmouth NE  
                                                                        (street address) 

Albuquereque, New Mexico 87106  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Email:  jimciccarello@hotmail.com   
 
Phone:  5054809747   Date of Birth: 5/7/1942  
 
School Affiliation (if any) La Cueva High School  
 
City: Albuquerque   State: New Mexico  
 
Place of Birth: Jersey City, New Jersey   Date of Retirement:   
 
Is the nominee still active in any area of athletics or performing arts other than the category  
for which he/she is being nominated? __Yes________ 
 
If yes, please explain:  
Along with his coaching duties at the high school, Jim has been responsible for developing a 
jump roping team that has performed all over the state and even out of the country.  
 
If deceased, date of death:  

 
Name of Spouse or Closest Living Relative:   
 
Address: , ,    
 
Phone:   

 
Schools Attended: 

Name of School City and State Year Graduated Degree 

High School: Valley High School Albuquerque, New Mexico   

College/University: University of New Mexico Albuquerque, New Mexico   

Post Graduate School:     
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Coaches 
 
Participation/Career Description/Biography: 
Jim Ciccarello has coached in New Mexico for almost 50 years!  He has led track programs at 
multiple high schools in Albuquerque and won state championships with several teams in the 
state's highest classification. NO COACH IN NEW MEXICO HAS MADE AN IMPACT ON MORE 
KIDS THAN JIM CICCARELLO. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7AdoqqovAE&t=2s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFnIVTjjamc 
https://nmtccca.com/historical-docs/310-history-legendary-coaches-ciccarello-and-lockridge 
https://runningnewmexico.podbean.com/e/episode-63-jim-ciccarello-la-cueva-girls-track-coach/ 
  
 
Contributions Athletics/NFHS/Education Philosophy: 
 
 
Personal Records/Honors/Awards 
11 Team State Championships with La Cueva and Manzano High School 
State Championships (2023, 2018, 2019, 2013, 2011, 2007, 2005, 2004, 2000 with La Cueva 
High School and 1977 & 1978 with Manzano High School) 
Coached over 300 Individual State Champions 
Coached track or taught PE to more than 65,000 New Mexico kids 
2011 Inducted into the New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame 
2012 Named the NFHS Coach of the Year for Track and Field 
2014 Inducted into the New Mexico High School Coaches Hall of Honor 
 
 
Professional Achievements 
New Mexico High School Coaches Association 
New Mexico Track and Field Coaches Association 
In the early 70s, Ciccarello helped start the Duke City Dashers and Albuquerque Track Club 
which produced some of the top athletes in New Mexico.  Four of his athletes made the USA 
National team and four also went to the USA Olympic Trials.  He has coached track or taught PE 
to more than 65 thousand New Mexico kids.   
He coaches the highest standard of sportsmanship, ethical conduct, and moral character. 
 
 
Other Information 
He's been described as an innovator, starting gymnastics programs at the first two elementary 
schools he worked.  Using his own money, he later created jump rope teams that have been 
performing and entertaining New Mexico crowds for years.  The Coach's jump-roping kids have 
performed before 17,000 fans at Lobo basketball games, at the Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta, and for appreciative families at Indian Pueblos. The gymnastic jump-roping sport 
is now supported in many local schools and has spread across the country, even to the 
Philippines.  
Jim also played a large role in Title IX and its development in the state of New Mexico. 



Letters of
Recommendation



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

6600 Palomas Ave. NE  Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109  www.nmact.org 
Phone: 888-820-6622 or 505-923-3110 Fax: 505-923-3114 

 
 
 
It is my pleasure to nominate Coach Jim Ciccarello for induction into the NFHS Hall of 
Fame. For over 45 years and still coaching today, he has led his teams to 11 overall 
state track and field championships, 12 runner up trophies, and coached over 300 
individual state champions all at the highest classification. I was blessed to be a part of 
his history and cannot think of an individual who has had more of an impact on the lives 
of the youth of New Mexico, including my own.  
 
As a little girl I competed on a rival track club to Coach Ciccarello, but I always dreamt 
about running for this incredible man.  In high school, by chance my dreams became 
reality. Coach Ciccarello was my coach. This amazing educator impacted my life 
beyond measure.  I sit in the chair as NMAA Executive Director because he influenced 
me to pursue an occupation that would have an impact on youth.  He showed me what 
a coach and teacher can do in someone’s life to teach lifelong skills.  He showed me 
that I could reach down deep inside and be the best version of myself.  He pushed me 
to achieve, while staying humble and grateful.  He raised me up to know that I could 
climb any mountain and stand tall on that mountain while helping others.  He taught me 
how to be a leader. 
 
I look back on my athletic achievements, state championships, collegiate career, 
honors, and rising to the top in my chosen profession, but the one major success was 
having Jim Ciccarello as my high school coach.  He taught me how to anchor the “mile 
relay” of life. 

For all of these reasons, Coach Jim Ciccarello would make a perfect addition to the 
NFHS Hall of Fame and represent everything the Federation believes and stands for.  
He is a true winner in all aspects of his life. 

 
Sally Marquez  

Executive Director of the New Mexico Activities Association 

 

http://www.nmact.org/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 

6600 Palomas Ave. NE  Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109  www.nmact.org 
Phone: 888-820-6622 or 505-923-3110 Fax: 505-923-3114 

 
 

If the standard for Hall of Famers is tremendous success, longevity with a standard of 
excellence, and a life-long impact on others, then New Mexico’s Jim Ciccarello should be your 
next inductee. He has 11 state track and field team championships on his resume, along with 
coaching hundreds, yes hundreds, of individual state champions.  Just as impressive as his total 
of 11 first place finishes is the fact he finished runner-up another 12 times.  You would be hard 
pressed to find a coach who cares more about kids and teaching than longtime track coach Jim 
Ciccarello.  He has been dedicated to his craft for more than 50 years. The mustached man’s 
mission is simple, help others to excel. 

"PE and athletics saved my life," Jim says.  He’s been paying it back his entire professional life. 

Jim is a servant in so many ways, rising above economic hardship to become the coaching icon 
he is today.  Born in New Jersey, in what he describes as a “ghetto environment”, Jim believes 
that without the attention of his early PE coaches, he would have joined the others in his 
neighborhood who fell through the cracks. 

Jim started his journey as a physical education teacher for Albuquerque Public Schools. He's 
been described as an innovator, starting gymnastics programs at the first two elementary 
schools he worked.  Using his own money, he later created jump rope teams that have been 
performing and entertaining New Mexico crowds for years.  The coach's jump-roping kids have 
performed before 17,000 fans at Lobo basketball games, at the Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta, and for appreciative families at Indian Pueblos. The gymnastic jump-roping sport 
is now supported in many local schools and has spread across the country, even to the 
Philippines.  In the early 70s, Ciccarello helped start the Duke City Dashers and Albuquerque 
Track Club which produced some of the top athletes in New Mexico.  Four of his athletes made 
the USA National team and four also went to the USA Olympic Trials.  He has coached track or 
taught PE to more than 65 thousand New Mexico kids.  That is not a random number, he 
probably remembers them all! 

In 1976, Coach Ciccarello took his first job as a high school track and field coach.  Over the next 
four and a half decades, he coached more than 300 individual New Mexico State 
Champions.  His athletes have combined for over twenty New Mexico state records.  In 2011, 
he was inducted into the New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame and in 2012 Coach Ciccarello was 
named the National Federation of High School’s Track and Field’s National Coach of the Year. 

The 81-year old Ciccarello continues to coach to this day. 

"My own personal motivation was, and is to this day, to help all students achieve to their own 
best potential,” Jim said.  Ciccarello has adapted his teaching methods to the changing times 
over the years, but his motivation has remained the same. "I can guarantee one goal that will 
never change: we will motivate our children by spending time with them,” he said. “Human 
beings need approval. The human presence will always be important.” 

http://www.nmact.org/


Not only is Jim Ciccarello an admired and accomplished coach, he is also a published author.  
Ciccarello wrote a book titled Coach, Coach, Look at Me! A Memoir of Teaching and Love. If 
you read some of the reviews, you will get an idea of the impact Jim Ciccarello has on his 
audience.  Here is a sample: 

REVIEW FROM AMAZON: “This was a very uplifting book. This should be a must read for 
anyone going into the education of children. Coach Ciccarello has had such a positive effect on 
so many throughout the years. We need more like him. Maybe some of the administrators 
should read it too. 

-Virginia Brockwell 

 

Jim Ciccarello not only checks all the boxes when it comes to criteria for NFHS Hall of Famers, 
he is the definition of what you want your coach of education-based athletics to be.  With 50 
years of service, he has the highest standards of sportsmanship, ethical conduct, and moral 
character.  He cares about kids, has dedicated his life to it, and (as his resume shows) he 
excels at it.  I fully endorse Coach Jim Ciccarello for induction into the NFHS Hall of Fame. 

 

 

J.P. Murrieta 

NMAA Sports Information Director 

 

 





October 5, 2023 
 

Adam Kedge 
9109 Palomas Ave NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87109 
 
 

Re: Jim Ciccarello  

Selection Board: 
 
It is with great honor that I’ve been asked to write on behalf of my friend, Mr. Jim 
Ciccarello. Jim’s lifelong accomplishments are incredible and deserve recognition to the 
extent of consideration to the National Federation of High Schools Hall of Fame. As you 
review Coach Chic’s resume you will find his accomplishments to be broad, longstanding, 
and quite impressive.  During his ongoing tenure, Coach Ciccarello has displayed a deep 
commitment to serving others.   
  
Coach Chic started off in youth sports, heading up the famous Duke City Dashers. Over the 
years he’s coached the Albuquerque Olympette Club for girls, and the Albuquerque Track 
Club. His work at the club level was highlighted by a balance of high numbers of 
participants while never compromising performance. Included in his tutelage were New 
Mexico High School track & field legends, Val Boyer and Curtis Beach.  
 
A teacher/coach in the Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) for over 50 years, Coach Chic is 
a community legend. He’s taught well over 70,000 budding athletes in the area of 
elementary PE, jump rope club, or high school track and field.  
 
As a girls’ track coach for four different schools in APS during his 50+ years of coaching,  
Jim’s teams have been successful in every era. He’s won 10 New Mexico State T&F team 
titles. In addition, he’s coached individuals and relay teams to 100’s of state titles. His 
former athletes currently hold numerous state records.  Jim’s current team, the La Cueva 
Bears are, once again, the force of girls’ track and field in New Mexico!  
 
Locally Jim has been honored and recognized for much of his work with the kids of our 
state. He’s earned multiple state and regional coach of the year awards. In 2012 your NFHS 
agency named Jim the National COY for Girls Track and Field. Coach Chic is also member 
of the prestigious New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame. 
 
Please give Coach Jim Ciccarello “Coach Chic” your full consideration.  He comes with my 
highest recommendation.   
 
If you need any further information, please contact me by phone at work (505 828 3118) or 
by e-mail at  kedge@aa.edu.   
 
 



Respectfully, 
 
 
Adam Kedge 
Faculty, Albuquerque Academy HS 
NM Sports Hall of Fame 2016  
 



Support 
Data



Jim Ciccarello ar�cle from the Albuquerque Journal June 29, 2022 
Writen by Rick Wright 
 
HEADLINE: Title IX, The Coach: Ciccarello got girls track up and running 
 
Jun. 30—It's a fact that Norma Sims, Manzano High School's athletic director 
from 1975-89, hired Jim Ciccarello as the Monarchs' first girls track-and-field 
coach in 1976. 

It's not a fact, yet true in its own way, that Val Boyer did. 

As Ciccarello recalled in a recent phone interview: 

"Val Boyer, who I consider one of the greatest sprinters of all time, was running 
for me at the Albuquerque Track Club for about eight years. She was a student 
at Manzano," Ciccarello recalled. "She walked into Norma Sims' office and said, 
'If you're gonna start a (girls) high school team here, I think I could get my club 
coach to come over here and coach us." 

Sims took Boyer's advice, Ciccarello took the job, and — though, of course, it's 
not this simple — girls high school track and field in Albuquerque finally got 
out of the starting blocks. 

After Title IX was signed into law in 1972, the first New Mexico girls state track 
meet was held in the spring of 1973. Yet, full participation from Albuquerque 
schools didn't begin until 1976. Texico (1973), Portales ('74), Clovis and 
Estancia ('75) were the first team champions. 

Sandia, thanks to coach Weegie Poston, was an early APS participant. Matadors 
hurdler/sprinter Nora Carter, older sister of SHS and UNM football star Mike, 
was high-point person at the '73 meet. 

Del Norte, coached by Richard Herrera, won the big-school title in '76, with 
Boyer winning three events for Manzano. 

The Monarchs, with Ciccarello orchestrating, and with Boyer and Margaret 
Metcalf combining to win five events, won the Class AAAA title in 1977. Girls 
prep track and field was off and running, making headlines in the Albuquerque 
newspapers. 



Why did the Albuquerque schools take so long to get involved after Title IX 
opened the door? 

In part, it was because AAU programs like the Duke City Dashers, ATC and the 
Albuquerque Olympette Club, led by coaches like Ciccarello, John Baker, John 
Haaland, Willie Goldsmith, et al, were so strong. Young athletes like Boyer, 
Metcalf, Janet Wroblewski, Sandy Beach and Ellen Hart had opportunities to 
compete before high school, then transitioned to the preps when those 
opportunities arose thanks to Title IX. 

But for older AAU standouts like Carol Hudson, Lisa Chiavario, Barbara Butler, 
Cathy Hamblin, et al, Title IX came too late. Though they continued to 
compete, and successfully, they would never wear their high school colors 
while doing so. 

Ciccarello, born in New Jersey, moved to Albuquerque with his family in the 
late 1950s. He was a standout basketball player at Valley. 

After a tour in the U.S. Air Force, he returned to Albuquerque and took a job 
teaching physical education at APS. 

He also began coaching, working with boys as well as girls — helping to 
develop the talents of, among others, future national champion 
decathlete/heptathlete Curtis Beach — at ATC and with the Dashers. 

But, he said, "I knew right away there was no (scholastic) athletics for females. 
The only way those girls were competing in track and field was through the 
AAU programs in the summer. 

"The AAU was the forerunner for all athletics for girls in track and field. That's 
how they got to the Olympic Trials, that's how they made an Olympic team, 
was through the guidance of the AAU." 

Because there were no scholastic opportunities for girls in track and field, 
college programs were slow in developing. Ciccarello recalls taking some of his 
teenage (ages 14-15) girls from ATC and running them in a mile relay against 
UNM. 



"We smoked 'em," he said. "That's the way it was. The better athletes were in 
the age-group programs." 

Title IX changed all that, but not without hiccups. As it was at the university 
level, so it was for high schools as the athletic landscape expanded to include 
girls. Budgets were strained, facilities crowded. 

In September 1977, Sandia boys basketball coach Keith Griffith resigned, citing 
Title IX as a major reason. 

"I am for the equalization of girls sports," Griffith told the Journal's Roger 
Ruvolo. "I think they should have everything the boys have. But the way they 
have to do it is they have to put a wood floor in the girls gym. They have to put 
some bleachers in the girls gym and a scoreboard in the girls gym and let 'em 
go. 

"It is not right to take this stuff away from the boys and give it to the girls." 

Track and field, though, enjoyed built-in advantages. Relatively little 
equipment was required; boys and girls could practice at the same time. In 
Albuquerque, APS had two facilities, Milne and Wilson stadiums, available for 
use. 

"The boys still had bigger numbers back then (in the mid '70s)," Ciccarello said, 
"and I think still had more opportunities, more meets than the girls did at the 
very beginning. But it evened out." 

After four years at Manzano, Ciccarello took the girls job at Sandia, then moved 
to Highland. In 2000, he moved to La Cueva, where, 22 years later, he still 
coaches the girls. His teams have won 10 state titles. He was inducted into the 
New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame in 2010. 
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