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SOUTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE 
 

Jerome P. Singleton, Commissioner 
P. O. Box 211575   

Columbia, South Carolina 29221-6575 
Phone:  803-798-0120    www.schsl.org 

November 7, 2023 
 
Dear NFHS Hall of Fame Committee: 
 
Please allow this letter to serve as a change of nomination category for Mrs. Elaine Elliott for consideration as a  
National High School Hall of Fame Inductee. Elaine was previously submitted under the Officials category, and I am 
requesting she be moved to the Others category for consideration. 
 
As mentioned in the previously submitted recommendation letters, she has given tireless service to the State of 
South Carolina. Elaine is the founding President of the South Carolina Cheer Coaches Association (SCCCA).  In that 
position, she was instrumental in getting Cheerleading accredited into the SC Athletic Coaches Association and the 
sport sanctioned by the South Carolina High School League (SCHSL). 
 
Elaine spent 26+ years coaching the sport on various levels.   She coached for five years at North High School, 
North, SC, 14 years at Lexington High School in Lexington, SC, and five years as the cheer coach and Cocky Advisor 
at the University of South Carolina.  During her stint at Lexington, Elaine earned three consecutive State Titles (1991, 
1992, 1993). 
 
Elaine has 28 years of experience judging cheer on the local level which is her passion. She also judged national 
high school cheer competitions, All-Star, and collegiate Cheer Competitions with several cheer organizations in the 
United States.  Included in those efforts are serving as a Disney World Collegiate and High School Cheer judge, 
National High School Invitationals Judge, and UCA Cheer Judge. 
 
Elaine was inducted into the Lexington High School Hall of Fame (2022) and the South Carolina Athletics Coaches 
Association (SCACA) Hall of Fame (2022). In 2012, she received the SC Cheer Coaches Association Lifetime 
Achievement Award for her outstanding and dedicated contributions to cheerleading in the state of South 
Carolina.Elaine has also dedicated her time to the success in the sport of cheerleading nationally. Below please find 
just a few her major national accomplishments. 
 

• Elected as an At-Large Representative of the Board of the American Association of Cheer Coaches and 
Administrators (AACCA) (1989).  This election took place at the Coach’s Conference sponsored by UCA in 
New Orleans in 1988. 

 
• National Federation of Interscholastic Spirit Association (NFHS Contributor Award Section III, 2000) 

 
• Who’s Who of College Cheer Coaches (1998) 

 
• Founding member of the Cheerleading Forum of America (CFOA). This national group was organized in 

November 1989 by representatives from each State Cheer Organizations, Cheer businesses (UCA, NCA and 
ICF, etc) and the National Federation of High Schools (Susan True). CFOA was created in an effort to bring 
the State Cheer Organizations, the Cheer Businesses and the National Federation together for the 
betterment of cheerleading across the country. The CFOA allows the entities to share ideas at the yearly 
meeting and take the ideas back to each state organization. While serving as President of the SCCCA, 
CFOA hosted its conference in Charleston, SC. 

 
  



• Served as a NHFS State Spirit Director in the 1990s. This group was established by the NFHS to help 
develop Educational Workshops and Courses for Cheer Coaches across the nation. Her time as Director 
was served under the tutelage of Susan True who was at the head of NFHS Spirit at the time. With 
representatives from at least 46 states, the group would meet prior to NFHS Rules Interpreter’s summer 
meeting. The sessions were used to develop the Coaches Principles Course for Cheer, a Coaching 
Philosophy and Spirit Program Management. The responsibilities of the group also included sharing the 
information learned with the state.  Elaine also held workshops training coaches for at least three years. 
 

• Certified as an AACCA Safety Instructor for SC in 1991 and held on-site safety certification workshops until 
AACCA merged with USA Cheer in 2019.  Note: AACCA is no longer the Safety Certification program for 
Cheer Coaches. Elaine held her last on-site workshop at the SCACA Coach’s Clinic in July, 2019. Coaches 
now receive Safety Certification through the USACheer and Dance Safety Awareness Course that can be 
found on-line at NFHSlearn.com 
 

• Has served as the SCHSL Arbiter Director for Cheer,  
 

As you can see from her accolades listed above and her notable accomplishments listed in her previous 
nominations/recommendations, Elaine Elliott has all the qualifications for induction into the National High School Hall 
of Fame. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jerome Singleton 
SCHSL Commissioner 
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HALL OF FAME NOMINEE 
 
Name of Nominee:  Elaine Elliott  
                                                    (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 

Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name:  Jerome Singleton /Tammie Newman  
 
Phone:  803-896-0417  
 
Street Address:  121 Westpark Blvd.  
 
City, State, Zip Code:  Columbia, SC 29210  
 
Signed:  Jerome Singleton    
 
Date:  November 1, 2021  
 
Email:  jsingle@schsl.org   tnewman@schsl.org   
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NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 

 
Please Check Appropriate Nomination Category: 
 

 Athlete      Coach      Official      Administrator      Performing Arts      Others 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Elaine Elliott  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 156 Jarah Road  
                                                                        (street address) 

Lexington, SC 29072  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Email:  elaineelliott62@gmail.com   
 
Phone: 803.606.0728   Date of Birth: 9/17/1949  
 
School Affiliation (if any) South Carolina  
 
City: All / Statewide   State: SC  
 
Place of Birth: South Carolina   Date of Retirement: N/A  
 
Is the nominee still active in any area of athletics or performing arts other than the category  
for which he/she is being nominated?    Yes      No 
 
If yes, please explain:  
*She is still active as the SCHSL Competitive Cheer Safety Judge   
 
If deceased, date of death:  
NA  

 
Name of Spouse or Closest Living Relative: Ronnie Elliott  
 
Address:     156 Jarah Road,  Lexignton, SC 29072      
 
Phone:  803.206.3663   

 
Schools Attended: 

Name of School City and State Year Graduated Degree 

High School: James F. Byrnes High [Duncan, SC] [ 1967 ] [ Diploma ] 

College/University: University of SC  [ Columbia, SC ] [1972 ] Bachelor of Arts 

Post Graduate School: University of SC [ Columbia, SC ] [ 1975 ] MAT  

 
  Small Portrait-type Photograph of Nominee Attached (to be used for news release, etc.) 
  Letters of Recommendation Attached 
  Newspaper and/or Other Supportive Material Attached 
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CONTEST OFFICIAL 
 
 
Career Description as High School Official (give complete background and information pertaining 
to involvement in high school officiating, i.e., sports, number of years, etc.) 
 
Elaine Elliott is enjoying her 30th year as a South Carolina High School League safety official for 
Competitive Cheer.  How befitting, as she is the biggest cheerleader for student-athletes across 
South Carolina and the nation! Her passion for education and athletics started at a young age in 
which she participated in many school and community organizations to then become a cheer 
coach during her first teaching stint right out of college. She coached an award-winning cheer 
squad at Lexington High for several years before finding yet another passion in the cheer world- 
OFFICIATING!   She developed a passion and respect for the young women and men who 
compete at this level and was a pioneer across the state, region for 'cheerleading' to be 
considered a sport. Not just as a SCHSL sanctioned sport, but in the minds of the public. Elaine 
believes female dominated sports such as cheer tend to be misconstrued and misplaced in a 
category of "not a REAL sport."  She has changed the minds of many once she has convinced 
them to attend a competition or even a practice. 
 
Elaine is the founding President of the South Carolina Cheer Coaches Association, serving as 
President for ten years. She presently serves on its Executive Board.  She is also a charter 
member of the Cheer Forum of America, a national organization for Cheer Coaches and Cheer 
Associations. 
 
Elaine was instrumental, as President of the SCCCA, in having Cheerleading accepted into the 
SC Athletic Coaches Association and being brought into the SCHSL as a sanctioned sport in SC.  
She personally met with the Athletic Directors for five years at the South Carolina Athletic 
Coaches Association Summer Clinic explaining why Cheer Coaches should be a part of that 
organization.  During the 5th year of the SCACA’s Summer Clinic, she and Keith Richardson sat 
down and drew up a contract that brought Cheer into that organization as an auxiliary group. 
Within a few years Elaine, who had been working closely with Patsy Mack at the SCHSL and the 
SCCCA Executive Board, met with Pete Ayube, Commissioner of the SCHSL and arranged for 
Cheer to become a sport governed by that organization.  Thus, beginning a long tradition of 
SCHSL Sanctioned Cheer Competitions and State Cheer Championships in SC. 
 
Elaine has been a Safety Judge for SC State Cheer Competitions since 1994. When she left high 
school coaching, she was determined to find a way to stay involved.  That is when her journey as 
an official judge for SC High School Competitive Cheer began.   
 
Elaine has 27 years’ experience judging cheer on the local level which is her passion.  She also 
judged national high school cheer competitions, All-Star and collegiate Cheer Competitions with 
several cheer organizations in the United States. In 2015 she decided to give her full attention to 
judging in South Carolina and devote all her time to SC Cheerleading. Elaine has found that 
being an official for Cheer in SC keeps her involved with the sport she truly loves. 
 
She works in the off season to help improve Cheer as both a competitive sport and a support 
team endeavor.  Until the 2020 merger with USA Cheer Safety and Risk Management, Elaine 
was the AACCA Safety Instructor for Cheer Coaches in South Carolina, a position she held since 
1991.  Safety Certification is now an online testing certification and there is no longer a need for 
on-site workshops which is what Elaine handled in SC. 
 
As the SCHSL Arbiter Director for Cheer since 2015, she oversees assignments for all Cheer 
Officials to Sanctioned SCHSL Cheer Competitions. Before working with Arbiter, Elaine assigned 
judges for all high school events through the SCCCA. She did this as part of her position as Past-
President on the Executive Board of the SCCCA. Elaine was on the committee formed by the 
SCCCA that developed the first scales and scoresheets for Cheer Competitions in SC.   



National High School Hall of Fame | Official Nomination Form | 9 

Over the years, she has witnessed this sport grow into one of the most competitive, captivating 
sports in the state and across the USA. Elaine has perfected the ability to separate herself from 
the task at hand. She goes team blind during competitions, meaning she sees no team colors, 
mascots, names, or classifications. All she sees is SAFETY. She is known as the safety guru of 
cheer. Elaine takes this job very seriously as she has witnessed serious accidents and injuries 
over the years when rules were not followed properly.  Don't let the hair bows and rhinestones 
fool ya. These student-athletes stand on the shoulders of pioneers such as Elaine Elliott, an 
official on a mission to continue safety measures while growing the sport of CHEER. 
 
 
 
Special Honors and Achievements 
 
~ South Carolina Athletic Coaches Association Outstanding Service Award (20 Years, 2011)  
~ National Federation of Interscholastic Spirit Association (NFHS Contributor Award, 2000) 
~ Lifetime Achievement Award ( SC Cheer Coaches Association, 2012) 
~ Who’s Who Among College Cheer Coaches (1998)  
 
 
 
Professional Affiliations and Achievements (i.e., involvement in local, state and national officiating 
associations and other related professional organizations) 
 
South Carolina Cheer Coaches Association 
Cheer Forum of America, charter member 
Coaches Association of Woemn's Sports (CAWS) 
Until the 2020 merger with USA Cheer Safety and Risk Management, Elaine was the AACCA 
Safety Instructor for Cheer Coaches in South Carolina, a position she held since 1991.  Safety 
Certification is now an online testing certification and there is no longer a need for on-site 
workshops which is what Elaine handled in SC. 
 
 
 
 
Other information (not previously listed) 
 
1997 was first year of Competitive Cheer as a SCHSL sanctioned sport. During 1996, she joined 
cheer coaches as they occupied a round table discoussion to develop the manual - items 
determined: how many can compete per team, per size. She was the pioneer of SC's cheer 
community and instrumental in creating the entire state program. She has worked as a safety 
judge for every state final since the start. She has trained all SCHSL safety officials since the start 
of the sport.  
  
2000-  Breast Cancer Survivor- Stage 4  
           (21 year survivor after cancer metastasized to her ribs, liver, spine and hip bone.)  
 
25 years’ experience as a Cheerleading Coach:   
~        20 years on the high school level (3 State Coed Championships, Lexington High School).              
~        5 years Spirit Coordinator and Head Cheer Coach at the University of SC. (UCA Semi-
finalist in 1997) 
 
Disney World Collegiate and High School Cheer judge 
National High School Invitationals Judge 
UCA Cheer Judge   
Insatiable fan of 1960's - 1970's music      
 
 



Letters of
Recommendation



 

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUE 
 

Dr. Jerome P. Singleton, Commissioner 
P. O. Box 211575   

Columbia, South Carolina 29221-6575 
803-798-0120 ♦ www.schsl.org 

 

JASON WARREN 

President 

Greenville 

 

CARLOS CAVE 

Vice President 

Seabrook 

 

DR. SAM BARFELL 

Simpsonville 

 

DR. KANDACE BETHEA 

 Marion  

 

KYLE BOCZKOWSKI 

Summerville 

 

COBY BRANDYBURG 

Allendale-Fairfax 

 

SONYA BRYANT 

Batesburg-Leesville 

 

ADRIAN BUSCH 

Dorchester 

 

DAVID BYRD 

Cheraw 

 

TONY FOLK 

 St. George  

 

DR. JR GREEN 

Winnsboro 

 

DR. ADAM LANFORD 

 Greenville 

 

JULIEANNE LANG 

Hollywood 

 

HEZEKIAH MASSEY 

Rock Hill 

 

DR. DARRYL OWINGS 

Spartanburg 

 

NICHOLAS PEARSON 

 Sumter 

 

DEREK PHILLIPS 

Columbia 

 

ANDY ROGERS 

Boiling Springs 

November 17, 2022 
 
 

Dear NFHS Hall of Fame Committee: 
 
 

Please allow this letter to serve as additional support to the nomination of Mrs. Elaine Elliott for induction into the 
National High School Hall of Fame. 
 

In addition to her tireless service to South Carolina, as mentioned in her recommendation letters previously submitted, 
Elaine has also dedicated her time to the success of the sport of cheerleading nationally.  
 

Elaine has 28 years of experience judging cheer on the local level, which is her passion. She also judged national 
high school cheer competitions, All-Star, and collegiate Cheer Competitions with several cheer organizations in the 
United States.  Included in those efforts are serving as a Disney World Collegiate and High School Cheer judge, 
National High School Invitationals Judge, and UCA Cheer Judge. 
 

Since her previous nominations, Elaine was inducted into the Lexington High School Hall of Fame (2022) and the 
South Carolina Athletics Coaches Association (SCACA) Hall of Fame (2022). 
 

Below please find just a few of her major national accomplishments. 
 

• Elected as an At-Large Representative on the Board of the American Association of Cheer Coaches and 
Administrators (AACCA) (1989).  This election took place at the Coach’s Conference sponsored by UCA in 
New Orleans in 1988. 

 

• National Federation of Interscholastic Spirit Association (NFHS Contributor Award, 2000) 
 

• Founding member of the Cheerleading Forum of America (CFOA). This national group was organized in 
November 1989 by representatives from each State Cheer Organization (like our SCCCA), Cheer 
businesses (UCA, NCA, and ICF, etc), and the National Federation of High Schools (Susan True). CFOA 
was created in an effort to bring the State Cheer Organizations, the Cheer Businesses, and the National 
Federation together for the betterment of cheerleading across the country. The CFOA allows the entities to 
share ideas at the yearly meeting and take the ideas back to each state organization. While serving as 
President of the SCCCA, CFOA hosted its conference in Charleston, SC. 

 

• Served as the NHFS State Spirit Director in the 1990s. This group was established by the NFHS to help 
develop Educational Workshops and Courses for Cheer Coaches across the nation. Her time as Director 
was served under the tutelage of Susan True who was the head of NFHS Spirit at the time. With 
representatives from at least 46 states, the group would meet prior to NFHS Rules Interpreter’s summer 
meeting. The sessions were used to develop the Coaches Principles Course for Cheer, a Coaching 
Philosophy, and Spirit Program Management. The responsibilities of the group also included sharing the 
information learned with the state.  Elaine also held workshops training coaches for at least three years. 
 

• Certified as an AACCA Safety Instructor for SC in 1991 and held on-site safety certification workshops until 
AACCA merged with USA Cheer in 2019.  Note: AACCA is no longer the Safety Certification program for 
Cheer Coaches. Elaine held her last on-site workshop at the SCACA Coach’s Clinic in July 2019. Coaches 
now receive Safety Certification through the USA Cheer and Dance Safety Awareness Course which can be 
found online at NFHSlearn.com 
 

As you can see from her accolades listed above and her notable accomplishments listed in her previous 
nominations/recommendations, Elaine Elliott is a great candidate for induction into the National High School Hall of 
Fame. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Jerome Singleton, Commissioner 
SC High School League 
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 Barnwell 
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RYAN BROWN 
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RAY COOPER 

 Prosperity 

 

TONY FOLK 

 St. George  

 

LAURA HICKSON 

Lake City 

 

KEITH KISER 

 Greenville 

 

ANNA MILLER 

 Chapin 

 

DARRYL OWINGS 

Spartanburg 

 

ANDREA PRIDGEN 

 Green Sea 

 

NICHOLAS PEARSON 

 Sumter 

 

MICHAEL STONE 

 Mullins 

 

JOSH TRAHAN 

 North Augusta 

 

 

November 5, 2021 

Dear NFHS Hall of Fame Committee: 

“What’s that? What is she doing?!! Wow! She is really into 

her work.”  

It’s not often I lead with questions but that was my first 

impression of Elaine Elliott during SCHSL State Cheer 

Championships many years ago when I witnessed her in action. 

She was sprite, agile and quick while leaning, bending, and 

lunging all while writing notes at warp speed.  

Did I say “was?” I misspoke…                                                                                                                                                         

She remains the same in 2021…leaning, bending, and lunging 

still. SAFETY! That is what she is observing and critiquing 

for each team competing in the Class AAA, AAAA and AAAAA 

divisions of SCHSL Competitive Cheer among other 

competitions.  

Mrs. Elliott is so well-known and respected across the south 

that she is often called upon to either judge or counsel 

those who are coaching or competing. Her reputation is 

stellar among sports professionals as well as academic 

leaders.  She has been an icon of cheer since her first years 

of teaching high school history. Her credentials span across 

all levels of officiating to include high school, college, 

and national competitions. She has a balanced outlook between 

athletics and academics coming from the education arena. So 

much so, we recruited her to create the first ever SCHSL 

Student Leadership program and manual nearly 25 years. She 

also hosted three leadership summits annually for many years 

after its inception. She is one you can trust and who 

represents her profession and the state with such class, 

professionalism, and pride.  I am honored to submit her as 

the South Carolina nominee for NFHS Officials Hall of Fame 

selection process. Elaine Elliott is a champion among 

officials, and we think she is a winner! 

Sincerely,  

  

Jerome Singleton                                                                                                                                                             

SCHSL Commissioner 

 

 

 



 
Mayo High School for Math, Science & Technology 

405 Chestnut Street 
Darlington, SC 29532 

843-398-2650 
843-398-2647 Fax 

Dr. Arlene B. Wallace, Principal 

                                                                           Arlene.Wallace@darlington.k12.sc.us 

 

                                                                            
2013 & 2021 National Blue Ribbon School & 2018 Palmetto’s Finest Award 

"Hard Work Pays Off" 
 

November 13, 2021 

 

It is my honor to submit this letter of recommendation for Mrs. Elaine Elliott for the National Federation Hall of 

Fame.  Elaine and I go all the way back to 1989 when we met to reorganize the South Carolina Cheer Coaches 

Association (SCCCA) and she served as our President for ten years.  She is also a charter member of the Cheer 

Forum of America, a national organization for Cheer Coaches and Cheer Associations. 

 

Under her leadership, Elaine was instrumental in getting cheerleading accepted into the SC Athletic Coaches 

Association (SCACA) and the South Carolina High School League (SCHSL) as a sport in SC.  She personally 

met with the Athletic Directors for five years at the SCACA Summer Clinic explaining why cheer coaches 

should be a part of the organization.  After five years, she and the president of SCACA sat down and drew up a 

contract that brought cheerleading in as an auxiliary group. Within a few years, Elaine worked closely with the 

SCHSL to arrange for cheerleading to become a sport governed by the league.  Thus, began our long tradition 

of SCHSL sanctioned cheer competitions and state competitive cheer championships.  Elaine still is our 

advocate for cheerleading.  She is all things cheerleading. 

 

I know Elaine best because we are both, two of the longest serving safety judges in the state of SC. Every year 

before the competitive season begins, Elaine gives me a crash course on the new cheer safety rules and updates. 

Elaine has been a safety judge for SC State Cheer Competitions since 1994. We have been doing this so long 

together that we both can be seen writing down the same violations.  If it has anything to do with cheerleading, 

Elaine is the person to answer the call.  Elaine has over 25 years of experience judging cheer on the local, state, 

and national levels.  Elaine received the SCCCA Lifetime Achievement Award in July of 2012 for her 

outstanding and dedicated contributions to cheerleading in the state of South Carolina. Currently, she serves as 

the SCHSL Arbiter Director for Cheer and still serves on our Executive Board. 

 

Personally, Elaine has also been my friend and is truly a role model and leader who cares for all she meets.  She 

is never too busy to listen, help, or give her shoulder to cry upon.  She is a woman with strong Christian faith 

and beliefs. I have witnessed this with my own personal experiences of loss, pain, and joy.  She has been a 

personal cheerleader for me.   

 

She is truly deserving of this honor because when you think of cheerleading in South Carolina, Elaine Elliott is 

known by all.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Dr. Arlene B. Wallace, Principal   

SC Safety Judge and SCCCA Board Member 

mailto:Arlene.Wallace@darlington.k12.sc.us


 

 

November 9, 2021 

 

To the Hall of Fame Committee: 

It is with great honor that I write this reference letter on behalf of Elaine Cook Elliott as a candidate for 

the National Federation of High Schools Hall of Fame. As President of the South Carolina Cheerleader 

Coaches Association, I have had the pleasure of working with Elaine in many capacities and she always 

does it such professionalism. As a charter member of our organization, she worked tirelessly with the 

South Carolina High School to get competitive cheer recognized as a sanctioned sport to crown a 

champion and runner-up. Elaine is best known as the “Safety Judge” in South Carolina, a title she has 

held since 1994, and one that means a lot to her. The safety and well-being of the student athletes has 

always been a top priority. 

To say that Elaine has a passion for officiating cheer is an understatement. She has 27 years of 

experience as a judge on the local, state, and national levels having judged All-Star and Collegiate 

competitions as well. Elaine has devoted many years to cheerleading in South Carolina to make sure that 

each coach has the latest and most up-to-date information needed to run their programs effectively. 

Being an official has aided this passion and given her the chance to stay involved in the sport that has 

given her so much pleasure for so many years.  As the Arbiter Director for cheer, Elaine assigns official to 

the competitions and when Covid-19 was at its highest last year, she worked extremely hard getting 

protocols in place and making sure they were followed to ensure the safety and well-being of not only 

the judges but the athletes as well. Elaine’s work with cheer in and out of season is to be commended. 

She has a love for the sport and that makes her an even better official.  

Over our 25-year friendship, I can certainly say that Elaine is by far one of the best officials in the 

business. I have been a witness to the ups and downs she has experienced with the sport of cheer but it 

has not deterred her from her job – to be the most informed and educated official. She has guided me 

and so many other judges in our quest to be the best we can be always keeping the student athlete at 

the forefront. It is without hesitation that I endorse Elaine Cook Elliott for this award as she will be a well 

deserving recipient. 

 

Sincerely, 

Gwen Clark 

Gwen Clark 

President of the South Carolina Cheerleader Coaches Association 

National Federation HS Official 

 

 



 

November 9, 2021 
 

To: The National Federation of High School Hall of Fame Selection Committee 
From: Vicki Williams 
         Head Coach, Chapin High School Varsity Cheer 
 
In Re:  Elaine C. Elliott 
 

It gives me great pleasure to nominate Elaine Elliott for the NFHS Hall of Fame. I have 
known Elaine for the past 25 years. I have known her as a fellow coach, safety judge, and as a dear 
friend. Elaine has done more for the sport of cheer than any other person in South Carolina.  

 

Elaine founded the South Carolina Cheer Coaches Association and served as President for 10 
years. During her years as President of the SCCA, she worked diligently to make cheer become a 
sport in South Carolina governed by the South Carolina High School league. This opened the 
opportunity for competitive cheer and gave cheerleaders across the state the opportunity to compete 
for a State Championship. Elaine coached high school cheer for 20 years, as well as coaching at the 
college level at the University of South Carolina.  She was named in the Who’s Who among College 
Cheer Coaches in 1998. 
      

Elaine’s passion for cheer continued as she became a Safety judge working with AACCA to 
further ensure the sport to be safe and performed correctly. For the past 27 years, cheer coaches 
across the state have contacted Elaine when they were unsure about a stunt, or their competition 
routine and she always would make sure the coaches’ questions were answered in a professional 
way to ensure the athletes were doing stunts safely. In 2012, Elaine received the South Carolina 
Cheer Coaches Association Lifetime Achievement Award for her years of service to cheer. 

 

I have coached cheer in South Carolina for the past 25 years. Elaine and I first formed our 
friendship in 1996. I was a new coach, and she was my mentor. She helped me understand the sport 
and the rules that guided our athletes in their passion to compete. She has been my encourager and 
motivator. As a coach, I feel personal integrity is one the highest characteristics a coach can have 
which should also be transferred into her athletes, Elaine Elliott instilled that in me. She has served 
coaches, judges, and the high school league administrative staff with the highest form of integrity 
and professionalism for over 30 years. This characteristic alone should make her worthy of the NFHS 
Hall of Fame. 
     

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to nominate such an outstanding and serving 
candidate as Elaine Elliott.  

 
Vicki Williams 
Chapin Varsity Cheer 



Support 
Data



  

Elaine Elliott, SCHSL Safety Judge- Competitive Cheer 

NFHS Hall of Fame nominee 







NATIONAL 

CONTRIBUTOR AWARD 

Presented to 

' . 

Elaine Elliott ·. · 

Section III 

2000 

We gratefully appreciate your outstanding service and 

unselfish devotion to interscholastic athletics 

��-r:�-� Robert F. Kanaby 

Executive Director 

44:-fJt 
Cynthia Doyle 

Spirit 
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