
Building Your Brand 
And Your Community

Social Media Engagement



John Millea/Minnesota 
State High School League

• Longtime journalist with experience writing about everything from youth to 
professional sports. Joined the MSHSL in 2010 as the staff journalist.



Awkward 
Family Photos

(We all started 
somewhere)



A working 
journalist at 
newspapers in 
Iowa, Arizona 
and Minnesota



Make coverage 
easy to find

• The John’s Journal page on mshsl.org 



Using social media to our advantage



Podcasts are 
a great tool, 
too.



Vehicle 
provided by 
a sponsor



Teams pose with the 
car!



Coaches pose with the car!



Everybody wants a 
selfie with the car!



I drive all over 
Minnesota (it’s a big 
state)



I am very 
spoiled



Meeting of the John’s Journal Fan Club



MSHSL Sports 

• Adapted Softball, Soccer, Bowling, 
Floor Hockey, Alpine/Nordic skiing, 
Baseball, Basketball, Cross-Country, 
Dance, Football, Golf, Gymnastics, 
Hockey, Lacrosse, Soccer, Softball, 
Swimming & Diving, Tennis, Track & 
Field, Volleyball, Wrestling. 



MSHSL Performing Arts

• Debate

• Music

• One-Act Play

• Speech

• Visual Arts



Also …

• Badminton

• Clay Target

• Robotics

• Synchronized swimming



Minnesota is 
the State of 
Hockey (and 
Hockey Hair)



One Friday night in the Twin Cities



Remember to 
have fun with 
social media!



Fun can be found 
everywhere! (So can 
misspellings…)



Publicize tuba repair 
at a state tournament



Traditional coverage focused on sports …



…but there is 
much more 
to what we all 
do 

Can you guess what’s 
happening here? (Answer later.)



Recognize kids doing 
great things

• The MSHSL selects a Most Valuable 
Teammate award winner every week 
during the school year. Sports coaches 
and performing arts directors are 
encouraged to send in nominations.



Celebrate when arts and 
sports come together



Publicize the 
good stuff



Special moments 
on a big stage



Important events, important  
opportunities



Every activity 
is the most 
important 
activity



NFHS awards 
are very big 
deals





NFHS 
Hall of 
Famers



Gather the 
family



Keep 
everyone 
posted



Tell positive 
human 
stories



History is important 



Live 
streaming of  
performing 
arts awards



MSHSL’s One-Act Play State Festival





Bringing 
communities 
together



Special 
stories are 
out there



Positivity



Happiness!
Celebration!



Spuds!



“Postgame” 
coverage is 
important



And finally … 



Tell happy 
stories



Q & A 
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