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§ WISDAA: rebooting; virtually for now

Other associations (virtual + in person):
§ WDCA (fall season; primarily Saturdays): 

Policy, Lincoln-Douglas, Public Forum
§ WFCA (spring season with Speech; 

Friday evenings): Congressional

www.nfhs.org

Wisconsin Debate Landscape



Two weeknight contests/month (Oct.-Mar.)

Entirely virtual (Tabroom + NSDA Campus)

State Speech in April (virtual + in person)

Festival (2 rounds; no elims; average to qualify to State)

www.nfhs.org

WISDAA



§ 4 wins / 23-24 Cong. pts. = gold medal
§ 3 wins / 20-22 Cong. pts. = silver medal
§ 2 wins / 16-20 Cong. pts. = bronze medal
§ 1 win /  10-15 Cong. pts. = copper medal
§ 0 wins /   <10 Cong. pts. = certificate

www.nfhs.org

WISDAA State



§ NSDA standard: 10 minutes per debater
§ Typical: 18 debaters/chamber
§ Online: 12 debaters 

(more adjudicator intensive)

www.nfhs.org

Congress Round Timeframe



2 rounds

1 item of legislation/round

1 presiding officer/round

Standard NSDA speech and procedural format

Merit points, no ranking

www.nfhs.org

Congressional Festival



Public Forum Debate
Largest share of participation nationally; format for several international 
countries starting debate with assistance from NSDA.



Resolved: The United States Federal 
Government should substantially increase 
its investment in high-speed rail.

www.nfhs.org

PF Debate Topic

September-October 2022
speechanddebate.org/topics 



Coin Flip

The other team gets to decide whichever choice the team who won 
the coin flip did not make.

First team listed gets to call: heads or tails. If they guess correctly, they 
decide (if they do not guess correctly, other team gets to decide): 

Which side they will debate; or Whether they will go first or second



Team A Team B

Speaker 1 Speaker 2 Speaker 1 Speaker 2
A1 A2 B1 B2

The Speakers

Starts debate Finishes debate



Order of Speeches

A1: 4-minute constructive

B1: 4-minute constructive

A1+B1 Crossfire (3 minutes)

A2: 4-minute rebuttal

B2: 4-minute rebuttal

A2+B2 Crossfire (3 minutes)

A1: 3-minute summary

B1: 3-minute summary

A1,A2,B1,B2 Grand Crossfire (3 minutes)

A2: 2-minute final focus

B2: 2-minute final focus



Outgrowth of British Parliamentary format

3 active debaters/round; entry = up to 5 with 2 “benched”

Rounds alternate:

• Prepared (topics ahead of contest)
• Impromptu (during contest)

Engage, even during speeches
www.nfhs.org

World Schools Debate



Prepared:

• This House would prioritize consumer affordability 
in the implementation of sustainable farming 
practice.

Impromptu:

• This House believes that social generational 
divides are arbitrary.

www.nfhs.org

Worlds Topics



Speech Time Key purpose

1st Proposition 8 min Define terms; burdens; mechanism/model; substantive args.

1st Opposition 8 min Address Prop’s framework; clash; offer own arguments

2nd Proposition 8 min Clash; offer new arguments; defend 1st speaker

2nd Opposition 8 min Clash; offer new arguments; defend 1st speaker

3rd Proposition 8 min Clash; summarize key issues

3rd Opposition 8 min Clash; summarize key issues

Opposition Reply 4 min Crystallize the round (1st or 2nd speaker)

Proposition Reply 4 min Crystallize the round (1st or 2nd speaker)

www.nfhs.org

World Schools Debate



NSDA Templeton grant; was a fundraising program

Entry = 1 or 2 debaters (versatility)

Rounds:  1 vs. 1  or   2 vs. 2 or   1 vs. 2

Intersection of science, philosophy, religion

www.nfhs.org

Big Questions Debate



Resolved: Humans are primarily 
driven by self-interest.

www.nfhs.org

Big Questions Topic

2022-2023
speechanddebate.org/topics 



Big Questions Debate
§ Aff Constructive – 5 min
§ Neg Constructive – 5 min
§ Question Segment – 3 min 

(aff asks first question)
§ Aff Rebuttal – 4 min
§ Neg Rebuttal – 4 min
§ Question Segment – 3 min 

(same format as above)

§ Aff Consolidation – 3 min
§ Neg Consolidation – 3 min
§ Aff Rationale – 3 min
§ Neg Rationale – 3 min
§ Prep Time – 3 min / side

www.nfhs.org



Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Kansas

• Fall = Debate   
Spring = Speech

• MN = Cong. 
w/Debate

North Dakota

• Early fall = 
Congress; 
Fall/Winter = 
Debate; Spring = 
Speech

Illinois

• Mixed, but 
usually different 
coach

www.nfhs.org

Season Examples



Event Round Student Profile

Congressional Varies Social, political, charismatic, versatile (like Extemp.) due to 
dynamic topics

Policy 100+ 
min.*

Highly analytical; specialize w/deep dive on topic; nuanced 
on policies on their implications; can collaborate

Public Forum 45 min. Attuned to current events; more pragmatic; able to 
collaborate more dynamically

Lincoln-
Douglas

50 min. Loves philosophy and theoretical understanding of issues; 
more independent

Worlds 1 hour Dynamic and versatile; collaborates well; interested in 
international perspectives on issues

Big Questions 45 min. Loves philosophy; specialize w/deep dive on topic; shorter 
attention span; versatile for squad assignments

www.nfhs.org

Comparing Debate Events



Let’s advance the discussion!
Adam Jacobi, Executive Director

adam@wisdaa.org
www.wisdaa.org
@wispeechdrama

www.nfhs.org

Questions? Ideas?

http://www.wisdaa.org/

