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/\ ILLINOIS COMMUNICATION
( [ AND THEATRE ASSOCIATION

I PREFACE: ADVOCAC II

In 2021, the 102nd lllinois General Assembly
proposed several hundred education reform
bills. Of those specific to curriculum, only six
received unanimous bipartisan support.
Among them was SENATE BiLL 2354, It was en-
dorsed by the lllinois Education Association
and signed by Governor J.B. Pritzker on Au-
gust 20, 2021. (Although it is now officially
called oPuBLIC AcT (P.A.) 102-0551, ¢or pur-
poses of consistency, this booklet will refer to
the legislation simply as SB 2354.)

The new law went into effect on January 1, 2022. It became the subject

of statewide media coverage ". Several news outlets referred to it as one

of |l ast yeards 050 most notabl e pi
wrote that, of the onearly 300 new
2354 was one of othe 33 most notabl
tive session. o

According to the lllinois Communication and Theatre Association Advo-
cacy Committeeds research, most || 1
communication education to their speech & and debate -oriented elec-
tives. (See Appendix C .) In lllinois, frequently changing high school
graduati on requi rements | i mi t stud
courses. Thi s, I n turn, i mits stud
coursework. SB 2354 was proposed to ensure that public speaking and
debate skills are taught in lllinois high schools, and that elective speech

and debate courses do not get o0l ost

This booklet contains a point  -by-point breakdown of SB 2354 i what
it does and what it does not do A by unpacking its language, ex-
plaining its implications, and providing historical context as to
why the bill was proposed and unanimously supported.
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The lllinois Education Association is proud to have worked with educators who
understand and advocated for the importance of making sure that every student in
lllinois can select forensic speech when choosing electives for high school graduation.
SB 2354 has added language to the school code that includes forensic speech to the
electives, like art, music and foreign language that each high school district needs to
offer students to graduate.

The skills that students learn when having forensic speech will support them in
whatever career they choose to partake in after graduation. The importance of
communicating with others for understanding is essential and is not something that
comes natural to everyone. The passage of this law will give our students the
opportunity to advance their skillset in communication, have the tools to effectively
persuade others on a topic that they are passionate about and listen to others who
might have different points of view. Speaking and listening leads to creative solutions
and positive results in all careers and everyone’s personal life.

As educators we don’t only have an obligation to our students, but to our future
colleagues as well. If we expect our students to be effective communicators, then
teachers need to be prepared to teach those courses. We need to incentivize making
these courses a part of teacher prep programs. The more our students are engrossed in
this subject now, the better prepared new teachers will be in the future. Our students
have the power to make us better teachers.

We encourage you to use your forensic speech skills, to make sure that your school
district is aware and offers this class to the electives students can choose from; it's the
law!

We would like to thank the educators who brought this to our attention and worked
diligently to pass this legislation. The passion that you bring to your students every day
continues to show them how much you care about their future and their ability to be
productive citizens of our great state.

In solidarity,
Kathi Griffin
President, lllinois Education Association
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January 26, 2022

The Illinois High School Association governs the equitable participation in interscholastic
athletics and activities that enrich the educational experience. Because of this, the [HSA
supports Senate Bill 2354 (P.A. 102-0551). The new law, which went into effect on January 1,
2022, added “forensic speech (speech and debate)” to a list of electives that students may use to
meet high school graduation requirements.

Since 1900, the IHSA has led the development of education-based interscholastic athletic and
performing arts activities that help students succeed in their lives. From speech and drama to
debate, the IHSA sets directions for the future by building awareness and support, improving the
participation experience, establishing consistent standards and rules for competition, and helping
those who oversee high school athletic and performing arts activities. IHSA membership
includes over 800 state high schools, and we specifically work with our state’s activities and
athletic associations in addition to several other affiliate member associations that administer
specific activities. The IHSA also provides a variety of services to individual coaches and
directors through professional associations, workshops, training and championships.

The IHSA also is a proud partner with the Illinois Communication and Theatre Association
(ICTA). ICTA provides educators with enriching professional development opportunities and
other support in the teaching and coaching of communications, speech, debate, and drama. The
attached “Speech Bill Handbook” was prepared by the ICTA Advocacy Committee. It delivers
an in-depth overview of the new law—what it does and what it does not do—and its impact on
classroom and competitive speech and debate programs.

Forensic speech and debate electives offer students the opportunity to learn how to use oral skills
effectively. Forensic speech and debate electives also encourage students to participate in
interscholastic forensic activities. The new law creates an incentive for schools to establish and
maintain forensic speech-debate classes and extracurricular programs. These programs support
model arts collaborations with schools, teacher professional development initiatives and arts
programs for at-risk youth, in addition to supporting our state’s cultural treasures and the arts,
especially in under-served communities.

On behalf of our member state association, the schools and secondary students, coaches, judges
and performing arts directors, the IHSA encourages your support of SB 2354, and the arts for

generations to come.

Sincerely,

Susan M. Knoblauch
IHSA Assistant Executive Director

2715 McGraw Drive e Bloomington, lllinois 61704
Phone: 309-663-6377 e Fax: 309-663-7479 e general@ihsa.org e www.ihsa.org



Township High School District 214
2121 South Goebbert Road
Arlington Heights, lllinois 60005
847-718-7600 = www.d214.org
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HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
Dr. David R. Schuler

Discover your future. Superintendent

Dr. Lazaro Lopez speaks nationally as an advocate for relevancy in schools, business
partnerships, and career pathways. He has been featured in the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce Profiles of Change, the Achieving Tomorrow Series and recognized as
the lllinois High School Principal of the Year for his efforts to ensure economic
mobility in his school community. Appointed to Chair the lllinois Community College
Board by the Governor of lllinois, the Workforce Board Task Force for Youth
Apprenticeships, and currently serving as the Associate Superintendent for High
School District 214 in Arlington Heights, IL.

Colleagues,

As Associate Superintendent for Teaching and Learning in High School District 214, an
education policy leader in the state, and a former high school speech communications
teacher, | was excited to hear that, beginning January 1, 2022, speech courses will meet
an lllinois high school graduation requirement for elective credit. Students in our school
community are fortunate to take courses in speech at both the freshman and senior level.

Expanding opportunities to learn valuable oral communication skills during high school
empowers students with the confidence they need for academic and career success as
supported by the National Association of Colleges and Employers Workplace Readiness
Competencies. Moreover, this legislation encourages language arts faculty members to
pursue advanced study in communication to teach speech in partnership with local
community colleges, expanding dual credit and early college opportunities for all students.

As the educational and workplace evolve in the twenty-first century, the demand for
competent communicators who can speak and listen effectively, communicate
interpersonally and work in teams, both face-to-face and virtually, will only increase.
Speech communication courses that focus on developing students’ knowledge, skills and
motivation in the communication process will help lllinois’ students distinguish themselves
as valuable members of our evolving workforce.

| encourage you to review this handbook and share it with your administrators as you

speak up for Speech in lllinois.

Sincerely,

3} Soeas,

Lazaro Lopez, Ed.D

Buffalo Grove High School = Community Education = Elk Grove High School
John Hersey High School = Newcomer Center = Prospect High School = Rolling Meadows High School
The Academy at Forest View = Vanguard School = Wheeling High School

Township High School District 214 is a U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School District



WHAT DOE®O

SB 2354 amends a section of the lllinois School Code cgnhcerr
uation requirements and elective courses.

Prior to SB 2354, the School Code required that all Illingis hi
complete one year of elective coursework chosen from
guage, or vocational educ
bate)() el ectives to that

This language is consistent with the graduation requirenmgents
(Seappendix)A

WHAT | S GEEORENSPEESI

The lllinois State Board of
S (I SBE) wuses
IlllllOlS and debate)éd

7 State JRPTo N English Language Aﬁrts hi
" Education [ SNURLGE

ma | situati o

According t§ ISBE hese el ecti ves
gram, 6 such as 11l linois
bat e. (Participation i
quired.6) As a phrase,

PLEASE NOTE&:r pur poses of cong
speechod will be used thro
Arts public speaking and debate elective high school cou




In a section dedicated solely to English Language Arts,
ILLINOIS | SBE6s Il I inois Secondary Co
EDUCATOR . ..
contains these descriptions
PROFILE of oforensic speecihod cour ses

&/ 2%. 3) #7230 %%5 8

Courses that (MRl O0Often |linked to an

Lo Ja 0 [a[[\ARTO MR ETT M Te'TAR (O IV [Sse ]Il  courses introduce students to numerous public spe
skills effectively in formal and infor- situations, and they learn the methods, aims, and §
IR s s o el 0 sa] Of a variety of events (e.g., formal debate, Linco
S IR o R M-l MRis-Welel| Douglas debate, expository speaking, radio broadc
ganization of thought and supporting pra! intgrpretatiqn, and dramatic interpretation). Par
I R S O e tle |  /Pation in conmetition is encouraged, but not always

of oneds voice an (ERECCEREECHEREY

3) #72 3 00% %A

CRELERSNCERCNTAENCEN 0 Of ten |linked to an
gg;‘/ﬁ:()przggzrsﬁ”;sngz I'q%?";igngr rza- these courses introduce students to the me
izatiorg1’of thought and Supp())/rtin’g m%_ aims, and styles used in various kinds of
I T e R R Dates (formal debate or LineDlouglas). Par-
CRIN: B I AW SN BRVAC O] ticipation in competition Is encouraged, but

voice and body. 6 al ways required. o

&1 2%. 3) #230%%B) $5! ,

0Topics included 00ften linked to an

U ORCURETR IO  these courses introduce students to one or
ly emphasize effective presentation of

R N Y al individual event categories (e.g., expositi
CEISehbisEyRRIEIECEHRMIEEN oral interpretation, dramatic interpretatio
Ul CREUC ISV REIE R and radio broadcast). Participation in comp

organization of thought and support- : :
ing materials.?é tion I s encouraged,




SB 2354 |S SPLONIWIPARTS

Thérstpart of the legislation contains the following language:

0 Aarerequisite to receiving a high school diploma, [eqch s
successfully complete one year] chosen from (A) musiqq (B)
language, (D) vocationaloed&gadnsic spedsgbeech and
debate . 0

As mentioned, SB 2354 adds jfo
list of electives that are requisite to earning a high school diggoma.

SB 2354 DOQESVAKE SPEECH AREBARN

Adifferensection of the lllinois Sanuefféibds; SB 2354, states:
OAsS a prerequisite to

pl eteé four years of

Codieone that deatdusivelyith high saleotives such:

SB2354doeeBandate t hat al |

s t a tyead EngliEhd_anguage Arts requirement; and

SB 2354 do#wmandate that speech or debate courses curre
some schools or districts
made at a local level.)




SB 2354 DOESVIANDATE CURRIRBVARO

SB 2354 doésandate revisions
isting speech and debate courg
doesrecommend that high sche
speaking or debate courses tou
number topi cs- 4
Douglas debate, expository spe{fff

broadcast, oral interpretation, arn -

Il nterpretation,f =

merely suggestions.

According to

not | imited too them.
guidance. 6 Thus, i f you are ¢
are not required to revise or change any of your existing coursewo

SB 2354 DOEXD MOV E 6 F BGHETN BINECA

ISBE specifically defines forensiElsfebectivaseatit. That désigs:
not changed. The nemddwioloey e 6 f or ensi c s pje e (

SB 2354 AND SGBROBDISORED EXTRACURR

M ST SB 2354 does not require schools p spc
Sy~ rensigsiented extracurriculars ddée
" o L S create incentives for schools and
offer forensic speech courses and
sic speeelated extracurriculars. Thdke in
tives will be discussed at length Igter ir
booklet.
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FORENSIC SREECHEET A GRADUAEQWREME

SB 238desdd an opportunity for students to take forensic speech and meefja spe
guirement based on her or his curricular needs.

Hi gh school el ecti ves drlegislatorscwhongosps
and voted in favor of SB 2354 recognize that, for some students, forensic gpeech
will best prepare them for, personal, scholastic, and career successes. Hercjjare a

SCENARIO €bmmunity and private
es offer wmyree, certdizmed prograr

for students seeking specialized e 5 .,

not an ASSOCIate : o ey B a
0Basic Certificafi | Ml g AT W i o
prograrhprovide accelerated trainingg® g -

that require the ability to communic:

low employees, with clients, and in ¢

team settings.

High school students seeking to erdmdisedcerofcates may benefit frong enha

SCENARIO K¥22015, the federal Every St

Behir
to ESSA, states must ensure that every daild is
vidualized path toward college or career '
lllinois school districts are approaching tifs by e
i ng oOcareer acadeng es
ocareer pathways. o

Through these programs, students select from a list of elective coursegwith s
able to specific workforce skil S .
liberal arts, business, or law. The intention is that a sequence of specjlized
dents to explore fields of interest through electives that directly align wigh pos
SB 2354, forensic speech is nowefe&siuwmnl €ledeve option. Forensic gpeech
ments any number of pathway oOstfj an

In scenarios such as these, it is incumbent upon teachers to advocate foflthe i
nication in their own high schools and communities. This includes, but isfot lirr
el ectives in schools with burgeofgi n
ot her contacts, teachers may read@h
tor of curriculum and instruction, director of career and technical educdtion, c
pathways, or administrators in similar roles, and advocate for the inclusign of fc
bate in their academy or pathway curricula.
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‘ THE SECOND PART OF SB 2354...

OA forensic speech course
division (1) may not be used to satisfy the course requ
subdivision (6).06¢6

WHAT DOES THIECNAWHE: BILL ME

As previously stated, lllinois mandates that all high school stuc
years of language arts courses. The Sctmah@atdendm@specific |
arts courses should be used to-yeeetrédtptifecnent. To maintain Ic
nity oversighecifianguage arts courses are determined by indivic
In a minority of lllinois school districts, public speaking coursesje
t he syea ELA teguirdmentEferatmee clause in SB 2354 ¢

In a school district where public speaking or debate courses |

me et t hyear A @dquieedent, d student cannot say thjt a re
speaking or debate course a
words, a student cannot take a required public speaking or glebat
claim thaimultaneousheets an elective requirement.)

In a school district where public speaking or dselyEe electbessaist
student cannot take those electives aralstiaieethiat thagadate
fouyear ELA requirement di(pl.m)

electives are offered, a student may select forensic spaada Gl
year requireamgnh e School Codeobs revi

Codeds el ective requirement
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WHY WAS THIS GVRUSHEEN INTO THE

Legislators sought to ensure that no student or school can claign tha
arts course concur r e mersay Thectadke ia
0Ol egal ese, 6 indicating that, i
to meet the required four years of language arts may not, andgshou
this new and different elective Maremyasitde spirit of the langgage
suggests that any school that currently requires ELA public sggeakin
bate coursshould keep their requiremestElg$n other wdeis/e
wellenough alane schools where oral communication coursef are
quired.)

TO BE CLBEARs own disceatidiinois school district can chande its
required ELA courseworke at

rationale for those chismbdiioes not mandaten or doe s
admi ni strator s or school b dlar
courses Oinwasa. el ecti ves, \Y;

This is one of the reasons SB 2354 earned overwhelming sugport
including the IEA, the lllinois Association of School Boards, argl the
School Administrators.
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