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524
223
509
910
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all
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210
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2020-21shows entries during Covid-19 restrictions



Problem Solving — How to Educate Administrators on the

Values & Genuine Needs of Speech & Debate Programs

= Problem-Solving Activities
*Turn and Learn
*Mind Mapping
°3-2-1

Problem Solving Method

Defining the Problem:

“Is there a problemg”
“What is ite"

“How significante™

Evaluating Proaress: - Aribyeiibigp e
“Did the plan workg" Problems:

“"What needs to “Why is it

happen nexte" ’ 1 happening?”

Implementing the Plan
with Fidelity: Determining

“Are you doing what you What to Do:
said you would dog How \ “What shall we do about
ire"

do you knowe"

Ass



- Turn and Learn Activity

= Have participants paired up.

= Turn and tell “one way to educate administrators on the values &
genuine need for speech and debate programs™?




.
- What Did We Learn?

Administrators can make or break
the arts.

Educators did not “feel” supported.

Educators did not “see” admin. at
their events.

Educators did not “hear” speech and
debate updates from admin.

oLAY SMARTSS0L4Y HARD,



- Mind Mapping Activity

= Separate participants into groups.

= Place a circle in the center of the paper — “How to educate administrators
on the values & genuine need for speech and debate programs?”

= Each person takes a marker and silently adds thoughts, comments,
reflections, ideas, etc...




- What Did We Learn?

= Remain visible and supportive of staff.

= “We believe that you are the person that can (fix this program) turn this
program around ... make it something the district is proud of.”

* “You are the best person to ...”

= “How can | (we) help (you)?”

* “What do you need?”

* “They believed in my ability.”

= Ask don’t tell.




IHSA Initiative

- 3-2-1 Activity

= Provide participants with notecards.

= On the note cards write — “Educating Administrators on the Values &
Genuine Needs of Speech and Debate Programs”
3 benefits
2 actions
*1 question you still have &)




- What Did We Learn?

= Gaslighting — If you are telling teachers how important they are then start by
including them in the conversations.

= Create a Toolkit of Resources — “Educating Administrators on the Values &
Genuine Needs of Speech and Debate Programs.”

= Advocacy — Professional Organizations

= Networking

= Follow Up




- Senate Bill 2354 (Public Act 102-0551)

ILLINOIS SENATE BILL 2354 (PUBLIC ACT 102-0551) . ngh School SpeeCh and Debate
HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH AND DEBATE *New lllinois law promotes electives, creates speech and
New Stote of lllinois law promotes electives,

debate opportunities for students, and fosters
and fosters communication competency in the 21st Century. . . .
communication competency in the 215t Century.

I A LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE GUIDE I|

¢ |lllinois Communication and Theatre Association -
https://illinoiscta.org/

e https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=
2354&GAID=16&DocTypelD=SB&Legld=135008&Sessionl
D=110&GA=102



https://illinoiscta.org/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2354&GAID=16&DocTypeID=SB&LegId=135008&SessionID=110&GA=102
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- Senate Bil

| 2354 (Public Act 102-0551)

ILLINOIS COMMUNICATION
AND THEATRE ASSOCIATION

ADVOCACY UPDATE: JULY 2, 2021

ILLINOIS

EDUCATOR
PREPARATION

PROFILE

CONTEXT: With our collective attention diverted by the global pandemic, the
Illinois State Board of Education authorized several (relatively unpublicized)
changes to English Language Arts teacher licensure. Some of these changes
were made in response to the State's teacher shortage.

This ICTA Advocacy update highlights some of those changes. This commu-
nique is intended for informational purposes only. It should not be miscon-

strued as an endorsement of ISBE's licensure changes.

ISBE BRINGS BACK COMMUNICATION EDUCATION
“SPEECH" SECTION ADDED TO APPROVED COURSEWORK FOR ELA (SENIOR HIGH) LICENSURE

Until recently, in order to earn
a Professional Educator License
(PEL) with an English Language Arts
(Senior High) endorsement, ISBE
required that teacher candidates
acquire 24 semester hours of sub-
ject-area credit from a list of
coursework focused primarily on
composition and literature. Howev-
er, responding to the State's teach-
er shortage, ISBE has changed its
ELA (Senior High) endorsement cri-
teria. In addition to a content area
test, endorsement-seekers must on-
ly take 18 semester hours of 100-
level or higher content area
coursework (earning a “C—" or
better).

Of note, ISBE considerably ex-

Teacher candidates may now take courses in interpersonal com-
munication, oral communication, oral interpretation and group
discussion, public relations, public speaking, and “speech, voice
and movement techniques.” These additions to the ISBE Ap-
proved Coursework list are among the same courses stripped
from the list in the early 2000s, when ISBE “folded” its Speech
endorsement into an all-encompassing ELA endorsement.

ameng the same courses stripped
from the list in the early 2000s,
when I1SBE “folded” its Speech en-
dorsement into an all-
encompassing ELA endorsement.
Additionally, ISBE has tasked in
-state college and university teach-
er preparation programs to revise

that for the first time in almost two
decades, ISBE will “count” commu-
nications-specific courses (from the
defunct Speech endorsement] as
prerequisites toward the receipt of
an ELA teacher license. Moreover,
in-state universities and colleges
are encouraged to include commu-

ILLINOIS COMMUNICATION
AND THEATRE ASSOCIATION

ADVOCACY UPDATE: AUGUST 11, 2021

CONTEXT: In March 2021, lllinois Governor J.B. Pritzker signed House Bill 2170. At 218-pages long,
this legislation is aimed primarily at improving access and racial equity in lllinois schools from prekin-
dergarten through higher education. HB 2170 represents some of the most extensive reforms to lllinois
public education in over a decade.

The bill covers topics including, but not limited to, assessments, data reporting, early intervention ser-
vices, “COVID-19 learning recovery" initiatives, trauma support, and the inclusion of “the pre-
enslavement of Black people from 3,000 BCE to AD 1619" in social studies. Specific to this newsletter,
HB 2170 also makes considerable changes the requisite coursework for eaming a high school diploma.

NEW GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

SCHOOL YEAR

lllinois high school students will be required to take one year of a course
that “includes intensive instruction of computer literacy.”

2022-2023

High schools must provide students with “on opportunity [to] take af
least one computer science course” containing “the study of computers
and algorithms, including their principles, their hardware and software
designs, their implementation, and their impact on society.” This course
“[cannot] include the everyday use of computers and computer applico-
tions, such as keyboarding or accessing the Internet.”

2023-2024

Students who meet or exceed State standards in English Language Arts
“shall be automatically enrolled into the next most rigorous level of ad-
vanced course in English, social studies, humanities, or related subjects.”

s EEE ' . o

Hiinois Migh School Association

ILLINOIS COMMUNICATION
AND THEATRE ASSOCIATION

ADVOCACY UPDATE: SEPTEMBER 16, 2021

SPRINGFIELD—In 2021, the lllinois General Assembly proposed over
200 education reforms. Less than a quarter of those bills made it to the
desk of Governor 1.B. Pritzker. Senate Bill 2354 was one of the few
that received unanimous bipartisan support.

Pricr to §B 2354, the lllinois School Code required that all high school
students complete one year of elective coursework chosen specifically
from music, art, foreign language, or vocational education. SB 2354
adds “forensic speech” (speech and debate language arts credits) to
that list. SB 2354 brings lllincis’ elective graduation requirements in line
with the School Codes of 22 other states.

REVIEW: In 2020, lllinois legislators proposed a near-identical bill. When COVID prematurely ended the 2020 legis-
lafive session, Senate leadership declared that any bills still in committee were “sine die” (adjourned “without another
day”). In 2021, legislators proposed SB 2354. This new bill contains much of the old bill's language.

This communique provides a foundational understanding of $B 2354. This information is provided for informational
purposes only. It is not an endorsement.

FOR PURPOSES OF CONTEXT: Months before Senate Bill 2354 was proposed, the lllinois
General Assembly passed a separate, ping House Bill c i ble educa-
tion reforms. One reform will limit the number of elective courses that the average high
school student will be required to take. Currently, most lllinois high schools relegate rigorous
communication education to their speech— and debate-oriented electives. Thus, limiting stu-
dents’ access to electives will further limit students’ access to communication coursework.

Senate Bill 2354 was proposed, in part, to ensure that elective communication education courses do net fall by the way-
side. The bill is split into fwo parts. The first part contains the following language: “As a prerequisite fo receiving a high
school diploma,” each student must successfully complete one year “chosen from (A) music, (B) art, (C) foreign language, (D)
vocational education, or (E) forensic speech (speech and debate).”

Piease NoTE: Among other reforms, the o House Bill olso mandates that, by the 2028-2029 school year, lllinois
high school students must enroll in fwo years of o foreign language. When that happens, per Senate Bill 2354, students may enroll in o third
year if they do not wish to foke music, art, vocational education, or forensic spesch.

WHAT IS “FORENSIC SPEECH"? The lllinois State Board of Education uses this
term to describe high school elective language arts courses that teach “how to use
oral skills effectively in formal and informal situations.” According to ISBE, foren-
sic speech courses are “often linked to an extracurricular oroaram.” Particioation




- SB 2354 And School-Sponsored Extracurriculars

= SB 2354 does not require schools to sponsor
forensic-oriented extracurriculars. The bill
DOES create incentives for schools and
districts that offer forensic speech courses

$B 2354 AND SCHOOL-SPONSORED EXTRACURRICULARS.

. B P o i SB 2354 does not require schools to sponsor fo-
an d S pO NSOr fO Frensic s peeC h -re | ated SRR = rensics-oriented extracurriculars. The bill does
] AREI =\ el Sl create incentives for schools and districts that

ext racurricu |a IS. pp - W -1 ' B i ' , offer forensic speech courses and sponsor foren-
A o4 ) M| sic speech-related extracurriculars. Those incen-

° F| Nna nc|a| ASS'Sta nce for 5. it ~ tives will be discussed at length later in this

booklet.

—Professional development opportunities
—Free communication education offered at

districts on “Professional Practice Days” (PPD)
—Free workshops on “Inservice Days”
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- Speech State by State
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- Speech State by State

COLOR

NUMBER
OF
STATES

SPECIFIED SPEECH
REQUIREMENT

COURSE NAMES / VARIATIONS

One “Speech” course
is an ELA requirement.

“Speech and Debate,” “Communication,”
and “Speaking and Listening”

“Speech” course
specified as an option
to meet ELA requirements.

“Linguistics,” “Oral Communication,”
“Speech Forensics,” “Communication Skills”
“Public Speaking,” "Oral Interpretation,” “Debate,”
and “Communication Proficiency”

Two “Speech” courses
specified as options
to meet Fine Arts
requirements.

“Speech and Debate” and “Forensics”

“Communication” is @
required ELA course,
while “Forensics”
is one option to meet
a Fine Arts requirement.

“Communication” (English requirement)
and “Forensics” (Fine Arts option)

“Oral Interpretation™
is an option to meet
an ELA requirement.
“Speech” is an option
to meet
a Fine Arts requirement.

“Literature and Performance (Oral Interpretation)”
(as an English option)
and “Speech” (as a Fine Arts option)

“Oral Communication”
is an option to meet
a graduation requirement
separate from ELA
or Fine Arts.

“Oral Communication”

“Speech” courses may be
“adopted at the local level”
by school boards
tasked to create their own
graduation requirements.

“Speech Communication,” “Debate,”
“Communication,” “Public Speaking,”
“Forensics,” and “Oral Interpretation”
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- Next Steps “SETTING THE STAGE” FOR CHANGE

= Don’t Stop
= Meet with Stakeholders
= Continue to look for new ways to enhance tournaments

= Have a “Ditch” Meeting
*Behaviors and Actions to “Lock-In” and “Lock-Out”

= Add New Events
= Vary Formats
= Continue Educating Administrators on the Values & Genuine Needs of Speech

and Debate Programs
FROM SPEECH TO SILENCE—AND BACK AGAIN
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