
Esports in Alabama: 
A Partnership with PlayVS



Benefits of an Esports Program: Video by PlayVS



Games Offered

Super Smash Bros. Ultimate Mario Kart 8 Deluxe
NBA 2K Madden

Splatoon 2 League of Legends
Hearthstone Rocket League









PlayVS Has been a great partner for Alabama and offers 
resources and unlimited online support to help get teams 

started



Data Averages from 3 years (6 semesters) 

Schools – 48
Teams – 139 
Players – 605

2022 Spring Semester Data

Schools – 64
Teams – 218 
Players – 823

Esports Growth in 
Alabama



Colleges have started offering 
Esports Scholarships creating 
more opportunities and 
athletes in Alabama are already 
taking advantage! 





ESPORTS IN THE STATE ASSOCIATION
HAWAII



WHY ESPORTS?

 Supports academic mission of school
 Inherently educational
 Promotes health and well-being
 Fosters success later in life
 Better educational outcomes
 Enhanced school engagement and sense of belonging
 Positive youth development/life skills
 Healthier behaviors
 Post high school positive results
 Developing better citizens
 School and community benefits NFHS Case For High School Activities



WHY ESPORTS?



ESPORTS IN HAWAII

▪ Not an HHSAA sanctioned sport/activity
▪ Collegiate esports programs:

• University of Hawaii, Manoa
• University of Hawaii, Maui College
• Hawaii Pacific University

▪ UH Manoa courses pertaining to esports
• COM 369 Esports and Society
• COM 355 Digital Cultures 

▪ Farrington Complex educational curriculum 
(1 high school / 2 middle / 9 elementary)



HHSAA ESPORTS GROWTH (96)
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‘IOLANI SCHOOL ESPORTS



‘IOLANI SCHOOL ESPORTS

MONDAY
3:10-3:15 stretch
3:15-3:23 mile
3:23-3:24 water
3:24-3:50 
• 3 sets/15 standard 

push-ups, 
• 2 sets/15 pseudo-

planch push-ups,
• 3 sets/15 archer 

push-ups, 
• 3 sets/15 wide 

squats (1 sec. hold), 
• 3 sets/10 Bulgarian 

split squats
3:55-4:00 stretch/meet

THURSDAY
3:10-3:15 stretch
3:15-3:23 mile
3:23-3:24 water
3:24-3:45 
• 100m sprint (2x) 
• 200m sprint (2x) 
• 400m sprint (2x) 
• 4x100 relay (2x) 
3:45: break
3:47-3:55 core
3:55-4:00 stretch/meet

FRIDAY
Weight room with 
strength and 
conditioning coach



‘IOLANI SCHOOL ESPORTS



TESTIMONIALS

Not everyone can be a part of a team like 
basketball or football, and esports can 

substitute that feeling of pride and 
accomplishment. Video games mean a lot of 
different things to many different people, they 
can give people a sense of belonging and can 

pull people out of rough emotional places, 
exactly like how a physical sport can pull 

people together and give a sense of belonging.   
– Jude M.

Thanks to esports I 
have a home at my 
school with people 

that also enjoy playing 
video games just like 

me. – Justin W.

After my breakup with my girlfriend, I was 
broken because I didn't know what to do, but 
the thing I was interested in was video games 
so I decided to join the eSports club with my 
friends. I thought it could help keep me busy 
so that I can forget about the incident I had 
which was a good idea along with tennis. A 
few months later in eSports, it helped me 
forget about the breakup because gaming 

was so much fun with others and having fun 
as a team.  – Kobe L.



Good Luck, Have Fun!
Natalie Iwamoto, iwamoto@hhsaa.org


	Esports in Alabama: �A Partnership with PlayVS
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Questions?
	ESPORTS IN THE STATE ASSOCIATION�HAWAII
	WHY ESPORTS?
	WHY ESPORTS?
	ESPORTS IN HAWAII
	HHSAA ESPORTS GROWTH (96)
	‘IOLANI SCHOOL ESPORTS
	‘IOLANI SCHOOL ESPORTS
	‘IOLANI SCHOOL ESPORTS
	TESTIMONIALS
	Good Luck, Have Fun!�Natalie Iwamoto, iwamoto@hhsaa.org

