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 I.  Introduction
 
        	Crisis and Opportunity.  Most James Bond films open with 007 in the middle of some major crisis with the audience waiting for the opportunity of Q’s new technology to resolve the conflict.  But, emerging technology, AI, biotechnology, and cybersecurity, can be easily created, intercepted, and used by the enemy.  President Biden is facing these threats to our democracy and the world.  With the June 2021 NATO summit, he assures our allies of our commitments to maintain global peace.  However, the U.S. cannot do it alone.  These authors believe in a multilateral approach to create best practices for creating, developing, and using these technologies.
II.  Proposed Resolutions
1.  The USFG should substantially increase its security cooperation with NATO in one or more of 
     the following: artificial intelligence, biotechnology, cybersecurity.

2.  NATO should substantially increase its security cooperation in one or more of the following:
     artificial intelligence, biotechnology, cybersecurity.

3.  The USFG and NATO should substantially increase their security cooperation for one or 
     more of the following: artificial intelligence, biotechnology, cybersecurity.

4.  The USFG and NATO should substantially increase their policy cooperation in one or more
     of the following: artificial intelligence, biotechnology, cybersecurity.

5.  The USFG and NATO should substantially increase their engagement in one or more of the 
     following: artificial intelligence, biotechnology, cybersecurity.

6.  The USFG and NATO should substantially increase their technology cooperation for one or 
     more of the following:  artificial intelligence, biotechnology, cybersecurity.
 
Affirmative Cases

From groundbreaking applications for artificial intelligence, to breakneck advances in biotechnology, to an ever-evolving cybersecurity landscape replete with threats from both adversary nation-states and non-state actors, the status quo presents a vast range of serious challenges, as well as opportunities in emerging technologies. China’s prowess in AI (with potentially far-reaching economic and security implications) and its aggressive development of biotechnology, combined with Russia’s escalation of cyber-attacks targeting the U.S. and Western interests, attest to the gravity of the situation and present affirmatives with compelling arguments for a new U.S.-NATO approach to meeting these challenges. Among the possible cases affirmatives can run are establishing a U.S.-NATO emerging technology investment fund; instituting a NATO treaty on autonomous weapons; increasing cooperation in biotechnology (e.g., on vaccine diplomacy, biofuels investment, or agricultural biotech cooperation); establishing a new U.S.-NATO infrastructure for thwarting and responding to cyber threats; banning offensive cyber operations; and forging U.S.-NATO partnerships with private technology companies to bolster the alliance’s leadership in emerging technologies.
                                                        	Negative Approaches        
“Offense, Offense, Offense” – The ‘Duck’
From December 2020, to May 2021, the U.S. is experiencing critical infrastructure attacks on SolarWinds to Colonial Pipeline. The world is confronting emerging technology threats and impacts.  These new advances come with new perils. Global businesses and governments are targets.  Emerging technologies are vulnerable to outside threats.  Clearly, a multifaceted discussion must emerge to resolve these issues. The negative will have multiple strategies. These technologies create case specific disadvantages generating specific links and turns. Theoretical discussions of offensive and defensive cyber weapons, the effectiveness of deterrence, the role of the U.S. as a hegemon, and global politics will be popular. Economic repercussions and interdependence of the global economy will be key.  Negatives can argue alternative methods of engagement by using public/private non-military partnerships.  Various perspectives on philosophically driven arguments will be intrinsic. The voices of the disenfranchised will be argued. A diverse set of arguments creates a level playing field for all students by debating emerging technologies.
Debatability and Balance
In recent topic meetings, coaches are advocating for equity in resources and resolutions yielding multiple levels of debate for all students.  This topic affords students with ample research and provides scaffolded skills’ development. The topic is broad, the strength in it is the balance of affirmative and negative material. Debaters will gain experience in a well-rounded understanding of how these technologies are reshaping society, the advantages and disadvantages of different policy approaches, and how the issues surrounding emerging technologies will shape the global security agenda for decades to come.  Students’ knowledge of how crisis and opportunity work, with a collaborative approach to the solution, are essential skills for life.


Synopsis
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
Resolved:
 	With the inauguration of President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., U.S. intelligence agencies initiated their “Global Trends” report.  This report examines the world through a lens to project impending crises for the next twenty years.  Emerging technologies are noted to be a risk for the world.  As Biden delivered his 100-day speech, he argued his message of “turning peril into possibility, crisis into opportunity, setbacks to strength.”  Now is the time for the debate community to address the possibilities and perils of emerging technologies and commit to a multilateral international actor as an agent for change.
 	In order to advocate for substantial technology protection of artificial intelligence, biotechnology, cybersecurity, affirmative teams can research a plethora of harms in the status quo.  From groundbreaking applications for artificial intelligence, to breakneck advances in biotechnology, to an ever-evolving cybersecurity landscape replete with threats from both adversary nation-states and non-state actors, the status quo presents a vast range of serious challenges, as well as opportunities in emerging technologies. China’s prowess in AI (with potentially far-reaching economic and security implications) and its aggressive development of biotechnology, combined with Russia’s escalation of cyber-attacks targeting the U.S. and Western interests, attest to the gravity of the situation and present affirmatives with compelling arguments for a new U.S.-NATO approach to meeting these challenges. Among the possible cases affirmatives can run are establishing a U.S.-NATO emerging technology investment fund; instituting a NATO treaty on autonomous weapons; increasing cooperation in biotechnology (e.g., on vaccine diplomacy, biofuels investment, or agricultural biotech cooperation); establishing a new U.S.-NATO infrastructure for thwarting and responding to cyber threats; banning offensive cyber operations; and forging U.S.-NATO partnerships with private technology companies to bolster the alliance’s leadership in emerging technologies.
 	Negative approaches to the topic would include both traditional and progressive debate arguments.  A variety of counterplans, UN, Bilateral, Unilateral, private sector, and public/private, are just a few a debater can use.  The negative will have multiple strategies. These technologies create case specific disadvantages generating specific links and turns. Theoretical discussions of offensive and defensive cyber weapons, the effectiveness of deterrence, the role of the U.S. as a hegemon, and global politics will be popular. Economic repercussions and interdependence of the global economy will be key.  Negatives can argue alternative methods of engagement by using public/private non-military partnerships.  Various perspectives on philosophically driven arguments will be intrinsic. The voices of the disenfranchised will be argued. A diverse set of arguments creates a level playing field for all students by debating emerging technologies.
In recent topic meetings, coaches advocate for equity in resources and resolutions yielding multiple levels of debate for all students.  This topic affords debaters with ample research and provides scaffolded skills’ development. The topic is broad, the strength in it is the balance of affirmative and negative material. Debaters will gain experience in a well-rounded understanding of how these technologies are reshaping society, the advantages and disadvantages of different policy approaches, and how the issues surrounding emerging technologies will shape the global security agenda for decades to come.  Students’ knowledge of how crisis and opportunity work, with a collaborative approach to the solution, are essential skills for life.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 





