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PIAA POLICY

@CIAL

POLICY FOR DETERMINING NUMBER OF MEMBER SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOLS SPONSORING A SPORT BEFORE PIAA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS CONSIDERS ESTABLISHING OR DISCONTINUING AN
INTER-DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP IN THAT SPORT

The PIAA Board of Directors shall consider establishing or discontinuing
an Inter-District Championship in a sport upon the number of member
senior high schools sponsoring that sport reaching 100.



A HISTORY OF SPORT SPONSORSHIP IN PENNSYLVANIA

SPORTS UNDER PIAA
JURISDICTION

1974-75 to 2020-21

@CIAL

Girls” Sports

(1974-75):
Basketball
Cross Country
Field Hockey
Golf
Gymnastics
Lacrosse
Soccer
Softball
Swimming & Diving
Tennis

Track & Field
Volleyball

Girls” Sports

(2020-21):
Basketball

Bowling (1980-81)
Competitive Cheer
(2012-13)

Cross Country
Field Hockey

Golf

Gymnastics

Indoor T&F (1980-81)

Lacrosse
Rifle (1980-81)

Soccer

Softball

Swimming & Diving
Tennis

Track & Field
Volleyball

Water Polo (1980-81)



A HISTORY OF SPORT SPONSORSHIP IN PENNSYLVANIA

CHAMPIONSHIP SPORTS
SPONSORED BY PIAA

1974-75 to 2020-21

Girls” Sports

(1974-75):
Basketball
Cross Country
Field Hockey

Gymnastics (1994-95)
Softball
Swimming & Diving

Track & Field
Volleyball

Girls” Sports
(2020-21):

Basketball Tennis
Competitive Cheer  Track & Field
(2012-13) Volleyball
Cross Country

Field Hockey

Golf

Lacrosse (2008-09)

Soccer (1992-93)

Softball

Swimming & Diving



A HISTORY OF SPORT SPONSORSHIP IN PENNSYLVANIA

SPORTS UNDER PIAA
JURISDICTION

1974-75 to 2020-21

Boys’ Sports
(1974-75):

Baseball
Basketball
Cross Country
Football

Golf
Gymnastics
Soccer
Swimming & Diving
Tennis
Track & Field
Volleyball
Wrestling

Boys’ Sports

(2020-21):

Baseball Track & Field
Basketball Volleyball

Bowling (1980-81) Water Polo (1980-81)
Cross Country Wrestling)

Football

Golf

Indoor T&F (1980-81)
Lacrosse (2008-09)
Rifle (1980-81)
Soccer

Swimming & Diving
Tennis



A HISTORY OF SPORT SPONSORSHIP IN PENNSYLVANIA

CHAMPIONSHIP SPORTS
SPONSORED BY PIAA

1974-75 to 2020-21

Boys’ Sports

(1974-75):
Basketball
Cross Country

Gymnastics (1986-87)
Swimming & Diving

Track & Field
Volleyball
Wrestling

Boys’ Sports

(2020-21):
Baseball (1976-77)  Volleyball
Basketball Wrestling

Cross Country
Football (1988-89)
Golf

Lacrosse (2008-09)
Soccer

Swimming & Diving
Tennis

Track & Field



SPORT SPONSORSHIP

DRAWING SOME CONCLUSIONS

* Not something we do very
often;

* Maintain eye on equity;

e Jurisdictionv
Championship Sport

Jurisdiction over Lacrosse:
* Attempts;

* Data Required;
e Pitfalls; and

* Roll-Out

A CASE STUDY



LACROSSE -
JURISDICTION, ADOPTION, PITFALLS & CHAMPIONSHIPS

~
s
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JURISDICTION ADOPTION PITFALLS CHAMPIONSHIPS
Under PIAA jurisdiction * Two Separate Occasions; e Again, extremely * Began effective with the
since 1974...girls’ only; . geographic in nature; first year of jurisdiction —

Extremely geographic; July 1, 2008;

Tremendous growth in late Officials not registered with

1990’s and early 2000’s; * Coincided \,Nith PIAA; * Proportional
membership from Representation.
Growth specific to boys. Philadelphia Public & * Costs to Schools and
Catholic Leagues. Outside-In Approach.

C ﬁf’f-rgf 1, o



WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE...

Current Sport Consideration:

* E-Sports

* Flag Football (girls)

* |ce Hockey (girls/boys)*
* Rugby (girls/boys)

* Girls’ Wrestling




PIAA Emerging Sports Process Guide

The Emerging Sports program was created by the PIAA Board of Directors in 2021 based on an increase in

SPORT SPONSORSHIP e e R s

The purpose of this program is to provide emerging sport organizers a roadmap towards potential
sponsorship by PIAA and indicate to member schools PIAA's awareness of such programs and support of
additional interscholastic opportunities. Where an emerging sport continues to show meaningful
imterscholastic growth, consideration will be given by PLAA Board of Directors for full sponsorship.

FlAA policy provides the establishment or discontinuance of an Inter-District Championship in a sport
upon the number of member senior high schools sponsoring that sport reaching 100. If a sport receives
CO N S I STE N CY I N AP P L I CATI O N formal adoption after reaching this threshold, it will no longer be considered an emerging s
an emerging sport is limited to a 10-year pericd to become a championship sport, unl
demonstrated that steady growth within the membership has ocourred during that time.

AR meging sports proces uide

The PlAA Board of Directors has created this process guide as a resource for applicants |
sponsorship of a sport.

* PO I icy- Definitions of Terms:
 What we have in place vs sport:

. a. Be defined as an athletic activity, sponsored at the varsity or dub level, invo

W h at We a r‘e | a C kl n g . exertion for the purpose of competition against teams or individuals within an i
’ competition structure.

b. Operate under standardized rules with rating/scoring systems ratified by at least one official

H H H lato df ing body.
* Board Consideration in July regutory agency andfor goverming
Emerging Sport:
20 19' a. Meets the definition of a sport.
’ b. Is accepted and recognized by PLAA as an emerging sport.
. Provides additional athletics opportunities to student-athletes and demonstrates PIAA's

Py P I AA E m e rgi n g S p O rts P roce SS commitment to inreasing athletic opportunities among student-athletes.

. Varsity interscholastic sport: A varsity interscholastic sport is a sport that has been accorded that status
G u I d e by the PIAA member School Board of Directors or Board having jurisdiction over the member school and
satisfies the following conditions:
a. Itisasport that is sponsored by the school or controlled by the school Princpal.

° A” he” brea kS Ioose! b. ::r:;:::nrnrmimmeeﬁgihiﬁ:yufmesm.ant-amlemisreuiewedandnerﬂﬁedmwme

Varsity dub sport: A club sport is a sport that has been accorded that status by the PIAA member School
Board of Directors or Board having jurisdiction over the member school and satisfies the following
conditions:

a. Itis a sport that is sponsored by the school or controlled by the school Princpal.




Learn More Ressarces Compatiticnm dear Media Contact

ABOUT US

SanctionPh i & grasiroots effon 1o work towarnds getting
school garls wrpsting Approved 35 8 SANCTIONEd Spor
Panrdyty thetusgh cooparstion with iocsl ichools and The
Paninsyhoanls Interscholastic Athletic Aszociation [FLAAL The
SancrisnPA camgaign inchuse stacisy affams, sdudatsd
resources, promotional materials, and collaboration with
ehaals, The poal i Por 100 PLAA.reabnbber $Chassly in
Pernsybeanis ba officially recapnize ared spprove 4 girks verestling
perogram at this Figh schoel kel and icimately R chis spoet
Santhorsd AE the ttate fevel

A WORKING

Activities of the SanctionPA Initiative
+ Educate wrestling coaches and school administrators on giris wrestling.
 Work with indhadual sohools to form officlsl high school girls wresting teams;

* Prowide res0ources to SChools and coachss to develop giis Deams:
= Work with the PIRGA Weesting S0eering commEtes and SLate OMMice on SaNCHOMENE #M50Ms and the creation of a
A& Scane Chamgianghip;
“nang (eMpelitcn oppermunities for girks uniil sancrioning is achived




HOW SANCTION PA HAS IMPACTED

THE WRESTLING COMMUNITY

HIGHLIGHTS FROM

2020-21

https://www.sanctionpa.com/

Creation of a
Task Force

Establishment of
District Reps

District Rep in
each PIAA District

Communicating with
each school district

Development of
Competition Schedule

Events for official
girls teams

Events open to all
girls in the state

sSanctionPA

Media
Campaign

Proactive media
pitching

Statewide news
coverage for campaign
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SanctionPA
Presentations

PWCA Convention
NWCA Convention

PIAA
Steering Committee

Looking back on the steps that were taken to move Pennsylvania closer to
recognizing girls wrestling as an official sport through sanctioning

Development of
Proposal Templates

Template r schools
to propose
the formation
of a girls team

Development of
List of Female

Compilation of a
database

Women co
women

Webinar
Series

Coach
Athletic Director
Parent
Girl Wrestlers

Recruiting Campaigns
& Resources

Recruiting
documents

Coaching
resources

Nine New
Teams Formed

Addition of teams

across Pennsylvania

Consulting with schools
being added



https://www.sanctionpa.com/

HOW SANCTION PA HAS IMPACTED
THE WRESTLING COMMUNITY

* Created recruiting documents, campaign, and resources to support coaches in drawing in
more girls to the sport;
* Created coaching guides to support male coaches if they had not coached girls before;
* Launched campaigns to bring more female coaches into the sport;
* Maintain communication with state association:
* Inform SA about major initiatives;
* Ask for guidance around responses to certain questions from schools and appropriate
answers/language to use;
* Keep them informed as schools form teams ;
* Maintain open dialogue and promote positive relationship when speaking to other
stakeholders (i.e., try to dispel “us vs. them” mentality);
e Ultimately both groups want the same thing — for the development of a sport to be
successful and sustainable.
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CREATING AND MAINTAINING A RELATIONSHIP...

©

“Key to this for the Task Force has been the openness
and responsiveness of state association — having an
identified person in the state office to speak to is
helpful and it is also key that they have valued
communication and are responsive to requests and

qguestions, not dismissive.”
-Brooke Zumas
PA Girls HS Wrestling Task Force



QUESTIONS?

<] MBYERS@PIAA.ORG

':k' WWW.PIAA.ORG




KYOU.

Mark E. Byers
PIAA Chief Operating Officer
e. mbyers@piaa.org
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