
Section 1
National High School Heart of the Arts Award 







 

                                                                                                                                              

Frank Scott Bunnell High School 
One Bulldog Boulevard 

Stratford, Connecticut 06614-5998 
Phone: (203) 385-4250 
Fax: (203) 381-2014 

Katie Graf 
Assistant Principal 

 
Christopher J. Koch 

Assistant Principal 
 

Frank Tatto 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

Nancy C. Dowling, Ed.D 
Principal 

 

NEW ENGLAND 
A S S O C I A T I O N 
O F  S C H O O L S 
AND COLLEGES 

ACCREDITED MEMBER 

 
 
 
It is an honor to nominate Dante DiFederico for this most distinguished ”Heart of the Arts” award.  
Dante’s accomplishments are vast and impressive! Academically, Dante is a straight “A” student and is a 
member of the National Honor Society. Dante is bright, positive and thoughtful. He is unique in his talents and 
his perspective. Artistically, Dante is the most talented performing arts student I have ever known in my 19 
years as a school counselor. He is an amazing and accomplished actor, singer and musician. He attended the 
Regional Center for the Arts for over three years. His participation in RCA helped Dante find his “niche” with 
his peers who shared similar interests. Dante was the winner of the Bridgeport Connecticut Barnum’s Got 
Talent Competition in 2015. He has performed in multiple productions through local and regional theater 
companies and RCA. He has performed in benefit concerts; he plays guitar, alto, saxophone and percussion. 
Dante has taken master voice classes, has received a scholarship for Broadway Method Academy intensive 
classes allowing him the opportunity to work with various Broadway employed artists. He was also a member 
of the Connecticut All- State Children’s Choir and continues to accept jobs as a choral scholar at various 
venues. Dante takes acting classes, can tap dance, perform acrobatics, can speak multiple accents, and has 
received multiple recognitions. Simply put, he is amazing! He is currently rehearsing for the opening of 
"Newsies" in Stamford's Curtain Call Kweskin Theatre.  
 
What makes Dante DiFederico so special is that he is incredibly humble, kind hearted, and grateful. When 
Dante was just five years old, his father died suddenly. He is being raised by his loving mother and extended 
family. At the time of his father’s death, Dante and his mother lost their home and have experienced extreme 
financial hardship. Dante has assumed the role within his home as the “man of the house” in many ways. He 
carries responsibilities that many of his peers do not. Despite these hardships, Dante displays incredible 
resiliency and fortitude. Dante never thinks of himself as having “less”, in fact he often says that he feels “very 
blessed” and fully supported by his family. Dante is incredibly selfless. His mom shared with me how a friend 
of Dante’s recently passed away and it was his wish that Dante perform “Ave Maria” at his funeral. Dante not 
only learned the song but performed it acapella in Italian and did so in the most beautiful fashion. Dante also 
extends himself to the special needs community with performances at the Kennedy Center. Dante is a unique 
young man. He is an “old soul”. Aside from his talents in the arts, it is these small gestures of polite humanity 
that set Dante apart from his peers. There is no doubt in my mind that Dante will go the distance in the 
performing arts industry. He is that talented and that special! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carrie E. Gettings 
School Counselor 
 

 
 
 

 









NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS AWARD 
NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Devin Patrick O’Brien  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: Matthew Petrucci    
 
Phone: 1-631-592-3100  
 
E-mail: mpetrucci@hhh.k12.ny.us  
 
Street Address: 50 Vanderbilt Pkwy    
 
City, State, Zip Code: Dix Hills, NY 11746  
 
Date: 1/30/18  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: Kristen Jadin    
 
Title: Director of Special Programs  
 

Signature:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student        Coach      Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts  
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Devin Patrick O’Brien  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 32 Cottontail Road   
                                                                        (street address) 
Melville, NY 11747   
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: 1-203-228-8579    
 
E-mail: devinobrien@icloud.com  
 
School (if any): High School East, Half Hollow Hills   
 
City: Dix Hills                                        State: New York  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
     Devin moved here from Connecticut during his senior of High School. He immediately 

immersed himself into our school and culture. His abilities in art and piano playing led him to not 

only make friends but take on active role in school activities During the Holiday season, he helped 

me with our Helping Hands fundraiser, by making and ‘selling’ paper hands to raise money for 

families in need. Then. To my surprise, as we were displaying them, he jumped on the piano and 

played some tunes to the joyous surprise of nearby classes! He is a real class act and maintains 

a job at Starbucks as well. He is featured on their website too!  He informed me he also draws 

their signs for them to help publicize their specials!  

 
2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 

“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 
 
     Devin is an all-star all around, good kid with a positive attitude.  We have a student, whom 

only speaks Chinese (his native language) and Devin was so kind to help him out in Art class so 

the student understood. Once the musical director heard that he played piano, he was 

approached to play the piano for the Spring Musical! He is also currently helping me with the set 

design and scenery for the play. Devin is also assisting with our Go Red fundraiser by making 

posters and aiding the clubs with making a huge red paper chain link display.  I cannot speak 

highly enough about him. I haven’t a more dedicated, polite, and creative student artist (in one of 

my classes) in a long time, and I have been teaching for 14 years. Believe it or not, since he 

transferred so late from Connecticut, he is actually in a class that is predominantly 9th grade 

freshmen, and he doesn’t mind one bit. He is a great role model.  

 

I know he was involved with art and art clubs in Connecticut too.  
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NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS AWARD 
NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2017) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: William Edward Cornforth  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: Amy Minch    
 
Phone: 304-243-0400  
 
E-mail: aminch@k12.wv.us  
 
Street Address: 1976 Park View Road    
 
City, State, Zip Code: Wheeling, WV 26003  
 
Date: [Tab here]  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: Bernard Dolan    
 
Title: Executive Director of the West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission  
 
Signature: Bernard Dolan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student     Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: William Edward Cornforth   
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 98 Edgwood Street Apt. E101  
                                                                        (street address) 
Wheeling, WV 26003  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: 304-281-6311    
 
E-mail: bcornfor@k12.wv.us  
 
School (if any): Wheeling Park High School  
 
City: Wheeling   State: WV  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
Bill Cornforth, or “Cornforth” as he is lovingly called by his students, is the heart and 
soul of the most highly decorated speech and debate program in the history of high 
school forensics in the state of West Virginia, perhaps even in the United States. The 
Wheeling Park High School speech and debate team has captured the West Virginia 
Speech and Debate Association state championship for the past 38 consecutive years, and 
Bill Cornforth has coached each one of those championship teams either as the head 
debate coach (1979-2004) or the head coach of the entire speech and debate program 
(2004-present). His teams’ accomplishments over the past 9 years at the National 
Catholic Forensic League (NCFL) tournament have earned Wheeling Park High School 
the NCFL Founders Award for Excellence in Speech. He has reached the status of Two 
Diamond Coach in the National Speech and Debate Association. Accomplishments of 
this magnitude are not achieved without the indefatigable efforts of a passionate leader, 
and he is that leader. In addition to coaching and teaching a full load of classes, Mr. 
Cornforth also leads the school’s successful theater program. Every year of his teaching 
career, he has directed at least one of the school’s two major theatrical productions, and 
he has served as technical director for both the fall play and the spring musical every year 
since 2004. He sponsors the Park Players club, and he created and coordinates “Class 
Act,” a night of performances by students who are coming up through the theater 
program but may not be ready for the major productions. To provide more opportunities 
for his students to hone their acting and technical theater skills, he co-directs Wheeling 
Park students in their annual entry to the WV State Thespian Festival One-Act Play 
Competition. To keep the school’s streak of state speech and debate championships alive, 
he coordinates the Middle School Speech and Debate Workshop/Tournament for Ohio 
County Schools. Through this program, he tasks the current speech and debate team 
members with teaching the middle school participants the rudiments of the various 
events. This ensures the continuation of a program of excellence at the high school level. 
At the state level, to make sure speech and debate remains vibrant, Mr. Cornforth has 
served and continues to serve in various officer positions with the West Virginia Speech 
and Debate Association (formerly the WV Interscholastic Forensic League). To give his 
students an opportunity to experience theater at its finest, he organizes an annual New 
York trip, giving his students the opportunity to see four Broadway plays in three days. 
He has championed equity and access for students long before those concepts became 
educational buzzwords.  Mr. Bill Cornforth has created a legacy of excellence in the arts 
because his students know they are loved, valued, and respected. He is loved and beloved 
by his students in return. To borrow a quote from The Wizard of Oz, one of his many 
successful productions: ““A heart is not judged by how much you love, but by how much 
you are loved by others.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
Wheeling Park High School (WPHS) Head Speech and Debate Coach (2004-present) 

 (38 consecutive state championships) 
WPHS Head Debate Coach (1979-2004) 
Director, WPHS Park Players Fall Play (1979-2004) 
Director, WPHS Park Players Spring Musical (2004-present) 
Technical Director for all Park Player Productions (2004-present) 
Park Players Club Sponsor 
Creator and Coordinator of Class Act (a showcase for rising thespians and 
upperclassmen) 
National Speech and Debate Association Two Diamond Coach 
National Catholic Forensics League Founders Award for Excellence in Speech 
WPHS Educator of the Year 2013 
WV Speech and Debate Association Officer (Offices Held: President, Vice President 
(current), and Treasurer) 
Co-Director, WPHS entry to the WV State Thespian Festival One-Act Play Competition 
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NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS 
AWARD NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 

 

 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: LaFrancis Davis  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 

Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: Ron Ingram    
 
Phone: 334-263-6994  
 
E-mail: ringram@ahsaa.com  
 
Street Address: 7325 Halcyon summit Drive    
 
City, State, Zip Code: Montgomery, AL 36117  
 
Date: [Tab here]  
 
 

 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: Steve Savarese    
 
Title: Executive Director  
 

Signature:   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 

 
 

 Student    xx Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer     xx Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: LaFrancis Davis  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 

Current Address: 7331 Wimberly Lane  

Montgomery, AL 36117  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: 334-438-7390    
 
E-mail: lafrancis.davis@mps.k12.al.us  
 
School (if any): George Washington Carver High School  
 
City: Montgomery   State: AL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

NOMINATION FORM 

 
1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 

any accomplishments or honors attained. 
 
LaFrancis Davis is currently the Director of Bands at George Washington Carver High 
School in Montgomery, AL, a position he has held since 2015. He has spent the last 20 
years teaching music and band at the high school level.  
 
He was awarded the “Golden Apple” Award by WAKA TV 8 in Montgomery in October of 
2017. The monthly award is presented to a teacher in a school by students, parents or 
other teachers.  
 
Carver, a Class 6A urban school in Montgomery, had just 42 members when Davis arrived 
in 2015 and in just two and one-half years has grown to 106 who marched this past fall. He 
also started the band program at Southlawn Middle School, a feeder to CHS, working daily 
at both schools for a year. He convinced the school system to hire a band director for that 
school as well,  and now the middle school has 90 students in the band.  
 
His impact on the students has been incredible. A former standout football, track, 
basketball and baseball player and outstanding band student in high school, he has 
encouraged his music students to participate in sports as well. His current band has 
students that also participate on Carver’s football, softball, basketball, track and baseball 
teams.  
 
Reaching the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, in 10 years of active service in the U.S. Army, 
Davis served tours in Germany, Korea and the Middle East. While stationed at Ft. Knox 
(KY) and Fort Bliss (El Paso, (TX), he volunteered his time at local schools teaching music 
and band. 
 
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
To understand Carver High School band director LaFrancis Davis’ passion for music, one 
has to understand his past. Growing up in Geneva County, located just north of the Florida 
border in Alabama, LaFrancis was a super athlete at Slocomb High School who excelled in 
football, basketball, baseball and track. Also, he was the first chair in the trumpet section 
for Slocomb’s Marching Red Top Band. 
 
In many schools, playing football and marching in the band poses a conflict. But things 
changed dramatically in 1978 when a young band director, Debra Lynn Long, took over the 
Red Tops program. The daughter of legendary Dr. John Long, who directed the nationally 
acclaimed Troy State University Band for five decades, brought a passion and energy to 
Slocomb that changed LaFrancis’ life. 
 
When he was in junior high playing football and being in the band wasn’t a conflict. He 
could do both. As a sophomore he played on the junior varsity football team. Still no 
conflict. But by his junior year, he had become a very talented all-around athlete who 
emerged as one of the state’s top running back prospects and had become one of the 



state’s top trumpet players as well. 
 
Debra Lynn Long encouraged LaFrancis to keep playing football and to keep playing the 
trumpet. Assistant Coach Kenny Jones, who worked with the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, was also in his corner and head coach Dwight Tew agreed. So while LaFrancis 
was gaining yards in the first half as Slocomb’s star running back, he then marched in his 
football uniform at halftime with the Mighty Red Top Band before returning to the backfield 
in the second half. He was also captain of the basketball team, qualified for the state track 
meet in the 400-meter dash and long jump and led his school’s conference in stolen bases 
in baseball. 
 
Still a strong advocate for multi-sports and activity participation, He said, “When a school 
bus left Slocomb High School, I was usually on it.” 
 
He rushed for over 1,400 yards as a senior and had 345 yards in his final game versus 
Geneva. A 400-yard effort was prevented, however, when a player ran off the opponents’ 
sideline to tackle him on a long run that went undetected by the contest officials. 
 
When he prepared to graduate, college football programs like Tennessee-Chattanooga, the 
University of North Alabama and Alabama State University made offers while others like 
Troy University wanted him as an invited walk-on. So did Troy University’s National 
Bandmasters Hall of Fame band director Dr. John Long.  
 
“I really wanted to play college football, but I also wanted to major in music. It was one of 
the most difficult decisions in my life, but because of my own band director’s impact on 
my life and her love for music, I chose to attend Alabama A&M University, which had an 
outstanding music program. 
 
He said a visit with his parents to the school to meet the Music Department Director Dr. 
Harry Bradford sealed the deal. “Dr. Bradford directed the band and his wife was the 
choral director for the school’s choir. He put his arm around me and told my parents that 
he would personally look out for me. That was enough for me and my parents. And in my 
five years at Alabama A&M, he and his wife treated me like one of their own,” Davis says. 
 
He played trumpet in the fame A&M band, sang in the choir, was part of a special’s men’s 
ensemble and even formed a singing group with some fraternity brothers who were also in 
the band. LaFrancis also found the time to be in the Alabama A&M Army ROTC . 
 
Upon graduation he joined the U.S. Army and rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel over 
the next 10 years on active duty. He worked first in basic training with troops, then served 
overseas with tours in Germany, Korea and the Middle East among his stops. He served in 
the Army Reserve for 4 ½ years after leaving the Army fulltime. 
 
He said the organizational skills in the military have helped him tremendously as a high 
school band director. He said, though, that he planned to go into the corporate world once 
leaving the Army, but the Superintendent of Schools back in his home state of Alabama 
and home county (Geneva County) asked him to take over the struggling band at Coffee 
Springs High School not far from his home town of Slocomb. 
 
He had 18 kids in the band when arrived, but had grown it to 42 (only 140 kids in the top 
four grades) two years later when the school burned down and was closed. He then moved 
to Geneva County High School – where he inherited another program where band was 
almost none existent. He resurrected that program growing it to almost 100. He 
encouraged six of his band members to play football, and when the head football coach 
demanded that they choose between the band and his team, the boys all chose band. 
 
“The coach came to me and I explained how I had encouraged them to play. We worked it 
out and they rejoined the team. Two of them went on to play college football, and one 



became the drum major for the Alabama A&M Marching Band and is now an assistant on 
the A&M staff.” 
 
LaFrancis was offered the position at a school whose principal was the head football 
coach at Geneva when LaFrancis had that famous legendary 345-yard rushing effort. Once 
he learned the principal was the coach, well, he said, he realized that was not the place for 
him. 
 
He then moved to yet another rural school, Hillcrest of Evergreen where he took over a 
band program that had few serious music students and turned them into an award winning 
marching band. He also directed the choir, the concert band and choir ensemble. 
 
From there he took over the program at much larger Carver – where the program had 
dwindled down to just 42 members. In two short years he has seen the marching band 
grow to 106 and the middle school program he started at nearby Southlawn grow from 
zero to 90 students in just two years. He credits the great support he has received from an 
outstanding administration.  
 
 
He writes music for his own students to play, and plays virtually every instrument – 
admitting he is stronger with the piano and the brass instruments. His own four children 
love music and are talented musicians. 
He said “We try to make a difference wherever we can. I not only have had to teach the 
students but I also had to teach the parents as well. While music is what I do each day, it is 
not all that I teach. I tell the parents that music is 35% of what I do and mentoring the 
students is the other 65%. We are here to teach that whatever you do, you should do it 
with a zeal. Music is a great teacher itself. Children learn so much about themselves. Many 
of them come to me not really believing they can ever learn to play a musical instrument. 
And many of them leave here getting band scholarships. I encourage them to be involved, 
be a leader and enjoy the moment. Music is something that teaches us all about life. We all 
mark out own memories by the songs of our day. I am finding that the kids love to play the 
songs of my time and I also see their eyes light up when we play some popular songs from 
their time as well. 
   
“I teach them to love all music, but to love playing the music and singing the songs even 
more. It is a language we all can understand and appreciate.” 
 
He’s seen several of his students pursue careers in music, including some that are now 
band directors at the high school level. That makes him proud. 
 
Does he regret passing up playing college football? 
 
“I ran into Brad Baxter and Tony Bowick, two teammates at Slocomb who played in the 
NFL,” he said. “We were talking about our choices. They both told me they believe I would 
have played in the ‘the league.’ Maybe I would have, but I don’t regret my choices. God 
had other plans for me and I love what I do. Teaching music to the kids … It doesn’t get 
any better than that.” 
 
  

 

 

 

 



LaFrancis Davis named WAKA TV 8 

Golden Apple Teacher Award Recipient 
Click on link for video 

http://www.alabamanews.net/2017/10/17/golden-apple-lafrancis-davis/ 

MONTGOMERY – Our Golden Apple Award Winner this week comes from the 

Montgomery Public School System. Carver High School Band Director LaFrancis Davis, 

is just as motivated today teaching band as he was over 21 years ago when he started, and 

that passion makes a difference to his students. 

    “It’s not a job, it’s a passion. I don’t look at teaching band as a job, I come to work to 

because I love to do it. It’s a passion for me. If you’re passionate about something you’ll 

do well at it,” says Davis.  

   Congratulations Mr. Davis!  

 

 
LaFrancis Davis in his band room at Carver High School 
 

http://www.alabamanews.net/2017/10/17/golden-apple-lafrancis-davis/


 
 
LaFrancis Davis returned to his college Alabama A&M for a special reunion concert  
honoring his college choir director and college band director, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bradford. 



 
 
LaFrancis Davis the star running back Band Director LaFrancis Davis striking his  
at Slocomb in 1979                                             Heisman Trophy pose 
 

 
 
Davis’s current Carver band, up from 42 his first year to 106 in 2017 



 

 

Davis, who rose to Lt. Colonel in the U.S. Army, is shown with 
his Hillcrest band playing at the dedication of the Conecuh 
County War Veterans’ Memorial at  Evergreen (AL) 
 
 



NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS 
AWARD NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Annie Muller  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: Katherine H. Biddle    
 
Phone: 727-298-1620  
 
E-mail: biddlek@pcsb.org  
 
Street Address: 540 S. Hercules Ave    
 
City, State, Zip Code  Clearwater, FL  33764  
 
Date: January 29, 2018  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: Kyle Niblett    
 
Title: PR Specialist  
 
Signature: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student     Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts 
Administrator     X  Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Annie Muller   
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 113 Poinciana Lane  
                                                                        (street address) 
Largo, FL  33770   
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: 727-798-4565    
 
E-mail: anniemuller15@gmail.com  
 
School (if any): Clearwater High School  
 
City: Clearwater   State   FL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
Weighted grade point average: 4.7458; Unweighted grade point average:  4.0000  
Class Rank 3/429.  
Extracurricular Activities:  National Honor Society, Science National Honor Society,   
National Art Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta, Students Rights and Responsibilities, 
Soccer, JV Volleyball, Cross Country and Tennis. 
Girl Scout.  Earned Girl Scout Silver Award—Completed 400+ volunteer hours—collected 
Art supplies for Grace House, a local homeless shelter for families, organized the supplies 
In their communal room, made a book of art projects and led an art lesson for the children 
at Grace House. 
 
Made the Dean’s List in 9th, 10th and 11th grade. 
 
AICE Classes—Received AICE Diploma, Passed AICE Exams for AICE General Paper, 
AICE Art and Design, AICE International History, AICE Chemistry, AICE U.S. History, 
AICE English Language, AICE Global Perspectives and AICE Math. 
 
AP Classes—Received a score of 5 on AP Human Geography Exam and a score 
of 3 on AP Spanish Language Exam. 
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
9th grade:   1st place in Safe Driving Poster Contest sponsored by Anthony Telesca Foundation; 
                  1st place in school academy T-shirt design contest 
                   Word & Image Exhibition: “My Hero” at the Morean Arts Center 
10th grade: Florida Art Education Association, Award of Emerging Artist 
                   The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of 2016—Honorable Mention 
                   Word & Image Exhibition: “Imagine That” at the Morean Arts Center 
                   Art Show Finalist, Art Festival Beth-EL 
11th grade:   Visual Metaphor Exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts 
                     Florida Art Education Association—Award of Excellence 
                     The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of 2017—Honorable Mention 
                     Mainsail Young at Art 
                     Art Show Finalist—Art Festival Beth-EL 
                     Visual Metaphor Exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts 
12th grade:    Florida State Fair Art Portfolio Contest for High School Seniors 
                     Word & Image Exhibition: “Did you Ever See…” at the Morean Arts Center…Award 
                      of Excellence 
                      Three Gold Keys, One Silver Key, One Honorable Mention and One Gold Key 
                       Portfolio in the Scholastic Art and Writing Competiton 
                       Art Show Finalist—Art Festival Beth-EL 



NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS AWARD 
NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the GHSA is January 15, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Michael J. Fairbanks  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: Jennifer Floyd    
 
Phone: 678-361-1699  
 
E-mail: Jennifer.Floyd@cobbk12.org  
 
Street Address: 2400 New Macland Rd    
 
City, State, Zip Code: Powder Springs, GA 30127  
 
Date: January 9, 2018  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: [Tab here]    
 
Title: [Tab here]  
 
Signature: [Tab here]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student     Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Michael J. Fairbanks  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 3415 Redwood Forest Ln  
                                                                        (street address) 
Powder Springs, GA 30127  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: 770-780-5046    
 
E-mail: ljfairbanks@gmail.com  
 
School (if any): McEachern High School  
 
City: Powder Springs   State: GA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
Michael is characterized by his academic achievement, but he has also continued to be actively 
involved in school activities and his community. He is a member of the Tri-M Music Honor 
Society, a national organization for exceptional musicians. He has been a member for three years 
and serves as on the welcoming committee. Throughout his life, Michael has learned the 
importance of giving back. He has done so graciously for many years. As a member of the GA 
Rising Seniors Bowl he has given the opportunity to feed the hungry at homeless shelters. He 
also helps with coaching youth players and volunteers with Hosea Feed the Hungry and 
Homeless by folding clothes, serving food and making baggies for children in need. He recently 
spoke at Russell Elementary School at the Boys to Men Rights of Passage Ceremony about 
leadership, living your best life and giving back to those who have helped you along the way. His 
speech left the audience captivated and inspired. In addition to his work in the community, he has 
attained many honors along the way. On November 25th, he was awarded the honor of being the 
Atlanta Falcon’s Power Player. The honor is bestowed upon a student athlete from the state of 
Georgia that demonstrates strong leadership skills both on and off the the field. The program 
encourages student-athletes to continue to be leaders in their communities. He was also awarded 
Defensive Player of the week and received the prestigious Golden Helmet Award which is given 
to the Player of The Year!  
 
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
I have had the pleasure of knowing this young man for approximately four years. Knowing 
Michael has truly been a life-changing experience. He has been a cellist in my Chamber 
Orchestra for all four years, which is the highest ensemble at McEachern. As a student he has 
always managed to excel in each endeavor that he has ever attempted. Michael has maintained 
a rigorous academic schedule with a 4.08 while making plays on and off the field. I fully believe in 
Michael’s potential and his prospects for finest success. His enthusiasm is infectious, his ability to 
reach and his high regard for others is outstanding, and his energy and initiative to pursue what 
he believes in very strong. I have found him to be very responsible and dependable. I believe that 
the combination of his academic attributes, leadership and his outgoing personality will set a 
wonderful role model for his fellow peers. On October 11, 2016 Michael and five other amazing 
orchestra athletes (known as the McEachern Six) were given the opportunity to share their story 
of leadership on and off the field, in the AJC (Atlanta Journal Constitution). The work ethic and 
discipline it takes to be an athlete carries over into being a tremendous classical musician. 
Michael has shown the future MHS football instrumentalist that you can do it and have it all. As he 
so eloquently stated in the article, “football can’t have it all”.   
 
http://www.myajc.com/lifestyles/football-and-violins-hard-hitting-cobb-students-make-
music/ARufS85LSNvar5uM5TnMaN/ 
 
I have had the opportunity to see Michael develop into a mature student, peer, and friend. He is 
the personification of leadership and hard work. I hope you take this opportunity to participate in 
his academic and leadership development and award him the National High School Heart of the 
Arts Award.  
 
 



Section 4
National High School Heart of the Arts Award 



NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS AWARD 
NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Kevin Nolan Ferry  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: Craig Anderson     
 
Phone: 309-663-6377  
 
E-mail: canderson@ihsa.org  
 
Street Address: 2715 McGraw Drive    
 
City, State, Zip Code: Bloomington, Illinois, 61704  
 
Date: January 31, 2017  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: Craig Anderson    
 
Title: IHSA Executive Director   
 
Signature: Craig Anderson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student     Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Kevin Nolan Ferry  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 301 West Broadway   
                                                                        (street address) 
Monmouth, Illinois, 61462  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: 309-299-6578     
 
E-mail: knferry@mr238.org  
 
School (if any): Monmouth-Roseville High School  
 
City: Monmouth   State: Illinois  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
Kevin Ferry is currently a teacher and advisor at Monmouth-Roseville High School in Monmouth, 
Illinois. His duties include: 
-Music Teacher 
-Choir Director  
-Men’s Glee Club Director 
-Women’s Glee Club Director 
-Madrigals Director 
-Assistant Football Coach 
-He has led three IHSA high schools to nine total trophies in the IHSA Music Sweepstakes, 
including three state championships, four runner-up finishes and two third-place finishes thus far 
in his career. 
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
Kevin Ferry isn’t defined by his vision impairment, but rather by the unique vision he has 
developed in how to build a successful high school music program, and more importantly, to 
teach, coach and inspire his students.  
 
“If you come into my music classroom,” said Ferry. “You will find that I am more of a coach than a 
teacher. I run my choir more like I am coaching a football team.” 
 
Despite being legally blind from Juvenile Macular Degeneration, the Maquon, Illinois native 
enjoyed a well-rounded high school experience at Spoon River Valley High School in London 
Mills. Ferry, who essentially has no tunnel vision (with limited sight coming out of the side of his 
eyes), was active in both the arts (band, choir, musicals, plays, scholastic bowl) and athletics 
(football, basketball, track & field) during his high school career.  
 
“I had a great high school experience because of my wonderful teachers,” said Ferry. “One of the 
best inadvertent compliments that I ever received was from my history teacher Bob Tasker, who 
literally forgot on every test that I needed a version with larger print. No one thought of me as or 
treated me any differently.” 
 
With his other senses heightened, he adapted in everything that he did. A linemen in football, he 
looked to block the shadows in front of him, memorized band steps faster than his peers, caught 
a basketball by hearing the bounce pass hit the floor, and held sheet music inches from his face 
in one hand while gripping a trumpet in the other.  
 
Ferry knew by his junior year of high school that he wanted to teach music as a career. He cites 
the impact his high school choir teacher Paula Helle and band director Fred Herink on him. 
 
“I wanted to do what Paula and Fred did,” said Ferry. “I knew how much I was getting from them 
and I wanted to give kids that same experience. Music always came naturally to me and a job 
sitting at a computer all day wasn’t really an option. I could always sing and felt like that was the 
path to follow.” 
 
Ferry initially believed that his calling was to teach music at the collegiate level. After earning his 
undergraduate degree in Education from Culver Stockton College (Canton, MO), where he again 
kept his schedule chock full of extracurriculars (band, choir, Delta Upsilon, Cheerleading), he 
headed to Illinois State University to pursue a Master’s Degree.  



 
In addition to his studies, Kevin accepted a part-time job teaching choir at Bloomington Central 
Catholic High School, an experience there would change his outlook and plans. 
 
Kevin immediately responded to teaching high school students and the students reciprocated. 
Despite being hired to teach two high school choir classes per week, with the administration’s 
blessing, his schedule quickly ballooned to teaching choir every day, along with different groups 
coming to work with him before and after school, on top of practicing with the band at lunch. 
During his two years at Central Catholic, the school’s music program placed 2nd and 3rd in the 
state in the IHSA Music Sweepstakes, which remain the only IHSA music trophies the school has 
won in its history. 
 
“Kids feel really appreciated and wanted when they work with Kevin,” said Monmouth-Roseville 
teacher and speech coach Melissa Agar. “He is tenacious in recruitment. He is great at spotting 
talent, but everyone is welcome. If you are willing, he will find a spot for you and that acceptance 
is important for kids at this age.” 
 
Ferry acknowledges that recruiting within his own hallways is a necessity.  
 
“Every kid has to take English and Math and Science when they are in school, but not every kid 
has to take band or choir,” said Ferry. “Kids want so much to have structure, discipline and 
success in their lives. They gravitate to it. There is a place for everybody in our music program 
and my job is to find where they fit in and try to make them as successful as possible.” 
 
The experience at Central Catholic established that Ferry belonged in a high school setting, and 
after finishing at ISU, he went closer to home when he accepted a position at Avon High School 
as a K-12 music teacher, while also assisting with the football and track & field programs.   
 
His presence in the high school arts programs was again felt almost immediately. The school of 
roughly 120 students went from having 28 students in the choir in year one to winning an IHSA 
Music Sweepstakes Class D State Championship in year two. Local economic factors led to a 
steady decline in the high school enrollment, dropping to about 70 students in 2009, but the 
music program’s participation and success swelled. There were over 60 students in the choir by 
2007, at which point the school had won three IHSA Music Sweepstakes state titles (2002, 2003, 
2005) and finished as runner-up on three occasions (2004, 2006, 2007). Ferry also enjoyed great 
success in his duties coaching with the football and track & field teams, which were part in parcel 
to his success in music.  
 
“Many of the kids know him and trust him from sports,” said Monmouth-Roseville marching band 
director Kyle Barshinger. “They know how hard he works and the energy he brings and that they 
have success when they work with him. Kids are willing to step outside their comfort zone and try 
things like choir or musicals because of his involvement. If you look in Kevin’s choir classes on a 
Friday, you might see 30 guys in football jerseys in there. I think he’s always been proud of that 
diversity.”   
  
Ferry moved on to Monmouth-Roseville High School (approx. 500 students) in 2009 and the 
result was exactly what you expected. On day one, 63 students were split between two choir 
classes, while today he teaches four daily choir classes to 125+ students. In addition to being the 
junior high and high school choir directors, he oversees the school’s famed madrigal singers, 
treble singers and junior high madrigals just to name a few. He also found the time to earn his 
Master's Degree in Educational Leadership from Western Illinois University.  
 
“He genuinely cares about his students and who they are as people,” said Cecilia Fasano, a 
Monmouth-Roseville grad who matriculated to the University of Notre Dame in 2016, where she 
plays trombone in the Band of the Fighting Irish and sings with the Notre Dame Liturgical Choir. 
“He communicates extremely effectively with people from all walks of life. He understands that 
different people need different types of inspiration and encouragement. He is incredibly patient, 



but also not afraid to tell people things that they might not want to hear.” 
 
Some of that frankness was no doubt developed on the football field, a sport he stayed involved 
with at Monmouth-Roseville, while also coaching field events and his own daughter’s softball 
team. His ability to crossover has continued to pay dividends for his students.  
 
“Before meeting Mr. Ferry, I was exclusively an athlete,” said 2011 Monmouth-Roseville grad 
Garren Randolph. “Mr. Ferry established the performing arts as the ‘cool’ thing to do at MRHS. 
He encouraged me to step out of my comfort zone and try the performing arts. He believed in me 
enough to cast me in our madrigal and in our school’s spring musical, Grease. Without Mr. Ferry, 
I would have never been a part of any of this, and those two activities ended up being, by far, my 
favorite things that I participated in during high school.” 
 
Not surprisingly, the school’s Vocal Music Program has now won five consecutive Class B IHSA 
Vocal Solo & Ensemble state titles. Additionally, they notched their first IHSA Music Sweepstakes 
trophy in 2013, taking third in Class B, which is recognized as one of the deepest classes in the 
IHSA competition. 
 
“All the hard work, the road getting there is what I love,” said Ferry. “It really is about the kids. For 
them to get to wear the state t-shirts and medals now, or get to say in 40 years that they were 
among the best in the state, that is something that can never be taken away from them. We strive 
for perfection, but it doesn’t define me or what I do.” 
 
That’s not the only thing that doesn’t define Kevin, as its now been over 1,000 words since we 
mentioned that he has a vision impairment. That is because if you ask him, the Kevin Ferry story 
isn’t one about overcoming insurmountable odds or obstacles, but rather simple adaptation.  
 
“My visual impairment doesn’t define me,” said Ferry. “It’s not who I am. You adapt, you 
overcome. Anyone with a disability will tell you the same thing. You work around it.” 
 
So what does define him? 
 
When it comes to his students, it’s instilling passion and appreciation for the arts.  
 
“My expectation is not to have a bunch of my students go on to be music teachers,” said Ferry. 
“What I hope is that when my students have kids, they want their own children to be a part of a 
band or a choir or a glee club, in part because of the experience they had here with me.” 
 
 
 
 
 











Section 5
National High School Heart of the Arts Award 



 

NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS AWARD 
NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Austin Althouse  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: Jason Menard    
 
Phone: (316) 747-3310  
 
E-mail: jmenard@usd396.net  
 
Street Address: 910 E 1st Street     
 
City, State, Zip Code: Douglass, KS  667039  
 
Date: 1/19/18  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: Gary Musselman    
 
Title: KSHSAA Executive Director  
 
 
Signature:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student     Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Austin Althouse  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 420 Riverview Street  
                                                                        (street address) 
Douglass, KS  67039  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: (316) 734-5394    
 
E-mail: 19aalthouse@usd396.net  
 
School (if any): Douglass High School  
 
City: Douglass   State: Kansas  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
Student at Douglass High School 
 
 
No better way to describe other than to please watch this video:  
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/1580  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
No better way to describe other than to please watch this video:  
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/1580  
 
 
 
 

https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/1580
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/1580


Kansas State High School Activities Association 
Heart of the Arts Award – 2017 

 
 
School: Douglass High School 
 

Category: Student 
 
Name of Nominee:  Individual Submitting Nomination: 
Austin Althouse Jason Menard 
Douglass High School Douglass High School 
420 Riverview Street 910 E 1st St 
Douglass, KS  67039 Douglass, KS  67039-0000 
(316) 734-5394 jmenard@usd396.net 
19aalthouse@usd396.net  
  
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list any 
accomplishments or honors attained. 
 

No better way to describe other than to please watch this video:  

 
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/1580  
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the “Kansas State High 
School Activities Association Heart of the Arts.” 

 
No better way to describe other than to please watch this video: 

 
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/1580  

 

https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/1580
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/1580


NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS AWARD 
NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Georgina Akim Simon  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: Amy Doherty, MSHSL    
 
Phone: 763-569-0495  
 
E-mail: adoherty@mshsl.org  
 
Street Address: 2100 Freeway Blvd.    
 
City, State, Zip Code: Brooklyn Center, MN 55430  
 
Date: January 26, 2018  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: Dave Stead    
 
Title: Executive Director  
 

Signature:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 
X Student     Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Georgina Akim Simon  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 2550 W. St. Germain Street  
                                                                        (street address) 
St. Cloud, MN 56301  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: 320-223-3617    
 
E-mail: simo0681@umn.edu  
 
School (if any): St. Cloud Technical High School (currently University of Minnesota)  
 
City: St. Cloud   State: MN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
Georgina graduated from St. Cloud Technical High School (St. Cloud Tech) in the spring of 2017, 
and is now enrolled at the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities. Her accomplishments in high 
school include the following: 
 
G.P.A. 3.9 
 
State Speech Tournament finalist – Serious Interpretation of Drama 
 
Two-time National Speech Tournament competitor 
 
National Speech Tournament semifinalist (14th place) 
 
Lead in school musical – “Seussical” 
 
Three-sport athlete (volleyball, basketball, track and field) 
 
Choir participant 
 
Advanced Placement Honors student 
 
International Club participant 
 
Culture and Climate group member (created after serious race- and culture-based tension and 
incidents within the community) 
 
St. Cloud Tech Centennial Banquet speaker 
 
Mentor of special education students 
 
Community volunteer (homeless shelter, food shelves, etc.) 
 
St. Cloud Times 2 Under 20 Award winner 
 
Hennepin Theatre Spotlight Education Showcase, Minneapolis, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
MSHSL staff first became aware of Georgina Simon during her emotional performance at the 
State Speech Tournament in 2017. Competing in the category of Serious Interpretation of Drama, 
she presented a clip from “Ruined” by Lynn Nottage that focused on the traumatic plight of 
vulnerable women in the Democratic Republic of Congo during civil war. It was captivating, but  
painful. Viewers were transported beyond a classroom in Minnesota, and many were left in tears. 
We later learned that Georgina’s speech theme connects to her future life and career goals. 
 
It turns out Georgina’s talents extend well beyond speech classrooms and stages. As you can 
see above, Georgina was a well-rounded and extremely accomplished high school student. She 
competed in three sports, was involved in culture groups, starred in the musical, and performed in 
the choir. She still made time for charity work and “put her heart into action,” as the St. Cloud 
Times referenced when they awarded her with the 2 Under 20 award.  
 
Georgina’s parents are from South Sudan. They fled war and crossed the border to an Ethiopian 
refugee camp, and were selected to come to the United States through a lottery system nearly 20 
years ago. Her parents wanted to be able to provide education and opportunities for their 
children, and Georgina – who hopes to earn a Ph.D. in the future - has undoubtedly made the 
most of that chance. 
 
Through her 2017 speech performances, Georgina educated and increased awareness of the 
suffering of women in war-torn Africa, and she has a similar future of increasing awareness 
ahead of her. Georgina is majoring in clinical psychology at the University of Minnesota. She has 
a goal of providing mental health services in underdeveloped countries, reducing stigma 
surrounding mental illness, and increasing awareness in emerging countries. Georgina’s 
unforgettable speech performance was just a step toward her visions of bettering the world 
around her, something Minnesotans are confident that she will accomplish.  
 



St. Cloud Times 
2 Under 20: Young Leaders who are making their community a better place 
St. Cloud Times presents the 2 Under 20 Class of 2017 
Jenny Berg, jberg@stcloudtimes.com 
 

They demonstrate focus and vision, commitment and compassion. 

The winners of the St. Cloud Times 2 Under 20 awards have already chalked up admirable 
achievements that show leadership. Likewise, the three runners-up make you proud to live 
in Central Minnesota. 

But it’s not just about “doing.” The selection committee saw that these young leaders are 
putting their hearts into their actions. 

The Times presents Alex Bertsch and Georgina Simon as the 2 Under 20 Class of 2017. 
Runners-up are Anthony Kampa, Anna Panek and Aidan Speckhard. Times reporter Jenny 
Berg spoke to each of them for stories; you also will find the videos created by Times 
photojournalist Jason Wachter. 

The 2 Under 20 awards are in their third year and are presented in conjunction with the St. 
Cloud Times 5 Under 40 awards. Winners in both programs were selected by a committee 
made up of last year’s 5 Under 40 winners and two Times employees. Read about 5 Under 
40 winners online Friday or in the Jan. 7 edition of the Times. 

For tickets to the Jan. 23 reception honoring all 10 emerging leaders, go 
to https://tickets.sctimes.com/. 

 

'Ambitious' Tech grad aims to improve 
mental health care worldwide 

mailto:jberg@stcloudtimes.com
http://tickets.sctimes.com/


GE OR G IN A  S I MON ,  TE C H N IC A L  H IGH  S C H OO L 

When Georgina Simon's parents immigrated to the United States from a refugee camp in 
Ethiopia almost two decades ago, they dreamed of giving their children a better education 
and more opportunities.  

Simon has taken advantage of every one of those dreams: She became a three-sport 
athlete, was the star of a musical and traveled to nationals for speech during her years at 
Technical High School. 

She graduated from Tech in 2017. Now, she's attending the University of Minnesota and 
plans to major in psychology. But she's not planning to stop her education there.  

"My dad told me I have to beat him," Simon said. "Ultimately, my goal is a Ph.D." 

Simon's dad recently obtained his master's degree. After emigrating from Ethiopia, both of 
Simon's parents began working and her father continued his education. Now he teaches 
English-learners.  

"I've known what I wanted to do all my life was to get as far as I could through education," 
she said. "My ultimate goal is to be a clinical psychologist and to go into places in the world 
— mostly underdeveloped — that could use mental health facilities. I want to make them 
accessible because the stigma of mental illness around the world isn't the same as the 
Western world views it. I want to help people." 

This might sound like a lofty goal for an 18-year-old. But Simon is just getting started.  

"I like to see myself as a very driven person," she said. "If I have an idea, I set out for it." 

That fierce ambition is evident in Simon's high school career. She played volleyball and 
basketball and ran track. She also participated in speech, choir, the high school musical, 
International Club, and a special culture and climate group formed after students protested 
in 2015.  



Her passion and optimism is one of the reasons Simon was nominated for the 2017 class of 
the 2 Under 20 award.  

"The resiliency, being a risk-taker ... she put herself out there and tried a little bit of 
everything to find her passions," said Willie Jett, district superintendent. "She's always had 
that persona where she just lights up a room. She just takes command of a room. She's 
contagious in a great way." 

Jett and Bruce Mohs, a school board member and chair of Tech's centennial celebration 
committee, nominated Simon for the award. 

Mohs said he met Simon backstage at a Tech culture show. He later asked her to speak at 
the centennial celebration in July; she and another member of her class, Luke Truitt, 
represented the students of today. Ayan Omar, who teaches language arts at Tech, 
represented the teachers of today.  

"In some ways, they stole that banquet. They were so darn fabulous," Mohs said.  

Simon's ambition was evident to Mohs, too.  

 
Georgina Simon Wednesday, Dec. 20, at Technical High School. 
(Photo: Jason Wachter, jwachter@stcloudtimes.com) 



"This young woman has this sense that all things are possible. There's nothing that 
discourages her," he said.  

Simon credits her optimism and determination to her parents.  

"My parents are from South Sudan and — I don't know if people know this — but South 
Sudan was war-torn for a very long time," she said.  

Her family was members of the Anyuak tribe, which resided near the Ethiopian border. 
During the war, many of Simon's family members sought refuge in Ethiopia. Through a 
lottery system, Simon's parents were able to come to America.  

"They sacrificed a lot of things for me to gain the opportunities that I have today," she said. 
"For them to come to this country — leaving their home where they grew up and all that 
they knew — so that their kids ... could get a better education than they ever could, or to get 
job opportunities so they can be successful in the future, or to even just have fun doing 
activities and whatnot, they've done so much for me and I really appreciate that." 

Simon is the oldest of five children. Her closest sibling in age is her 16-year-old brother, and 
the youngest is her 1-year-old sister.  

"(My parents) just have this determination in them for their family to be better than they ever 
could, which I think is really selfless," Simon said.  

Simon has proven to be selfless in her own right, whether mentoring special education 
students at school, volunteering at food shelves or homeless shelters with a church youth 
group, or helping other students in her activities.  

"I value community involvement because it gives the people in the community a way to 
bond and engage with each other," she said. 

Her passion for helping people started at a young age; granted, it has evolved over the 
years.  



"Very young me — say 6-year-old me — wanted to be a pediatrician or some kind of doctor, 
but I noticed as the years have gone on that I don't do well with blood and gore and 
needles," she said with a laugh. "By the time I got to high school, I realized how interested I 
was in the brain and behavior and humans in general." 

During Simon's time at Tech, students from different backgrounds worked together to better 
coexist, she said. Simon was part of a culture and climate group that formed after some 
students protested in March 2015. Some participants said they organized the event 
because of conflicts between Somali and non-Somali students.  

"I understood why they protested. The dynamic at the school at the time wasn't as 
welcoming as it is now," she said. "After that protest happened, the school I think changed 
drastically and I think it really changed for the better." 

The culture and climate group worked to resolve conflicts and planned activities that 
celebrated diversity. After a while, Simon said, students started hanging out with kids others 
might not have expected them to, and participating in new activities.  

Simon shared her thoughts on Tech's growing diversity in a documentary created for Tech's 
centennial celebration.  

"Really I think Tech is more of a salad bowl than a melting pot," she said. "Everyone sticks 
out as individuals although we're all still in it together." 

2 Under 20 winner Georgina Simon 

Age: 18 

Student status: 2017 Technical High School graduate, freshman at University of 
Minnesota  

Parents: Akim Simon and Anona Akway  

 















Section 6
National High School Heart of the Arts Award 













 
NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student     Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (___________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Seguin High School Marching Band  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 1221 East Kingsbury  
                                                                        (street address) 
Seguin, TX 78155  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone:  (830) 372-5770    
 
E-mail: cmauldin@seguin.k12.tx.us  
 
School (if any): Seguin High School  
 
City: Seguin   State: Texas  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
The Seguin High School Marching Band competes at the 5A level and offers a full high school 
music program. The band advanced to this year’s UIL Regional Marching Contest.  
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
In late August, Hurricane Harvey pounded the town of Rockport, demolishing local homes and 
businesses, and leaving many without shelter. As the eye of the hurricane passed over Rockport, 
Fulton High School seemed to take the brunt of the damage. With one wall of the gym half gone, 
debris littering the football field and entrances to the school almost unrecognizable, school 
officials were forced to temporarily close its doors. 
 
Without a playable field, Rockport-Fulton’s first home football game with Leander Glenn was 
moved to a neutral site 150 miles north, in Seguin. The school’s marching band was unable to 
make the trip as they too felt the effects of the storm, losing all its instruments, stands, music 
library, equipment, and uniforms. 
 
In stepped the Seguin High School Marching Band. The Mighty Matadors were there as a 
substitute in their place. Over 150 SHS band members volunteered their time to play for 
Rockport-Fulton. The band even learned the RFHS school song and fight song to help its guests 
feel more at home. 
 
The support didn’t stop there. The band’s booster club helped raise $5,000 in donations to help 
Rockport-Fulton with the loss of sheet music, uniforms and instruments. The Seguin band even 
donated musical instruments to replace those lost in the hurricane. 
 
That generosity also inspired others in the Seguin community to pitch in, as the Seguin HS Sports 
Booster Club collected donations and even had a post-game meal for the Rockport-Fulton team. 
 
Booster Club Vice-President Christy Scheel said, “Our goal is that they feel loved, welcomed and 
supported during the time they spend in Seguin.” 



Article 1 

Accompanying Articles: 
Seguin HS marching band to fill in for Rockport-Fulton band 

Jeremy Baker, KENS 4:35 PM. CDT September 14, 2017 

 
 
ROCKPORT - The Rockport-Fulton marching band lost everything to Hurricane Harvey. 

The high school's football team is playing on without the band this Friday, September 15. 

Fortunately, the Seguin High School marching band will fill in when the Pirates take on Leander Glenn. 

Hurricane Harvey smashed into Rockport, but today those terrible memories are being replaced by 
beautiful music from the Seguin High School marching band. They're practicing for tomorrow night's 
Rockport-Fulton football game against Leander Glenn that will be hosted at Seguin's Matador Stadium. 

"It went from let's play the fight song to get them on the field, to let's just hang out the whole game and 
we'll play for them for the whole game. We will be their band for the day," Stan Mauldin, the Director of 
Bands at Seguin High School said. 
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Close to 200 members of the Seguin Mighty Matador Marching Band were practicing the Rockport-Fulton 
fight song and the Rockport-Fulton Alma Mater Thursday, that will welcome the football team and the 
school as a whole to Matador Stadium. They all volunteered! 
 
"It is not something you are required to do but something that's a good feeling because they literally have 
nothing left and this is something big," said senior Stephanie Clark. Sophomore Hailey Merkel added, 
"Think about if you lost everything and you didn't have anything. You would want people to help you out." 
 
Senior Richard Rivera told us, "Everyone wants to help in some kind of way and this is the way that we 
can help them." 

Genesis Weitman, who is also a senior added, "I know if I was in that position and I wouldn't be able to go 
and support my football team, that I'd want somebody else to." 
 
Jay Seibert, the Athletic Director of Rockport-Fulton High School says the school couldn't be more 
grateful.  

"Seguin has been pretty awesome, Its amazing from around the state the help that we've gotten from 
different high schools all across the state." Seibert said. 
 
The athletic and band booster club has also been raising money for Rockport-Fulton High School to help 
them recover. 

 



Article 2 

SHS band to play for battered Rockport 
Pirates to take the field at Matador Stadium Friday 
 
Posted: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 12:00 am 
Felicia Frazar felicia.frazar@seguingazette.com  
 
As Hurricane Harvey carved out a path of destruction across the Texas coast up to the Texas-Louisiana 
border, it destroyed a lot of things in its path — including the town of Rockport. 
 
But that isn’t stopping the Rockport-Fulton Pirates, who are slated to line up against Glenn High School 
from Leander on Friday in Matador Stadium. 
 
Their own high school, which took a beating when the category 4 storm landed, has been closed and it’s 
students scattered and left picking up the pieces. 
 
It wasn’t just the school that is bearing the brunt of the damage, as the team takes the field, they won’t be 
joined by their band, Seguin Band Director Stan Mauldin said. 
 
However, the Mighty Matador Marching Band has offered to step up in their place. 
 
“What we’ll end up doing on Friday night is being the Rockport High School band,” he said. “We’re going 
to play their school song and fight song and some of the things they do in the stands to help their football 
team and help their community a little bit.” 
 
The idea came as the band boosters began talking about Rockport-Fulton and how the town was 
devastated by the hurricane last month, Mauldin said. 
 
“One of the boosters had the idea since we are off that day, if they (Rockport) wouldn’t mind our band 
playing for them. It has kind of taken off from there,” Mauldin said. 
 
Mauldin opened the idea up to the students, inviting them to volunteer their time and play, Mauldin said. 
 
“We have 215 kids, and we’ll have about 150 to 200 of them who have volunteered to be there at the 
game,” he said. “It is an absolute voluntary thing, so whoever shows up, shows up. We have a couple of 
kids who have the SAT in the morning and they don’t want to stay up late. It is really a cool thing to see 
them volunteer.” 
 
After the hurricane hit and word began to spread about the devastation along the coast, Mauldin said the 
directors talked with their students about what was happening. 
 
“We’ve talked about it and talked about what the kids are going through, and that Rockport right now 
doesn’t anything,” he said. “That town is just gone. They will be back in school on Oct. 6, but their band 
instruments are just gone. They’re full of mold and stuff.” 
 
Mauldin has twice witnessed the destruction of major storms when both Hurricane Rita and Hurricane Ike 
ravaged the east side of Texas and knows first-hand the difficulties of getting things back on track. 
 
“I’ve been in a hurricane before and usually, your library is gone, and you just don’t have enough to fix 
what is gone,” Mauldin said. “He (the Rockport director) will have uniforms that won’t be any good 
anymore. He’ll have sheet music in a library that just has to be replaced and there is never enough 
money to replace all of that. When it is gone, it’s just gone, and it is hard to get your life back together.” 
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The local director and his students’ only hope is to give Rockport-Fulton a little normalcy, if even for a few 
hours. 
 
“Anything that makes it normal again is really good for the kids and really great for the community,” he 
said. “If we can help in any way, make things more normal for them, we’re just pleased as punch to go do 
it. If we can help them, even just a little bit, our kids are all for it. We are a loving and caring community 
and the people of Rockport need our help right now. Even if our help is just coming out and yelling for 
their team or supporting their team. Anything we can do to help get them back to where Rockport used to 
be would be good on our part.” 
 
Bill Wilcox, president of the band boosters, said he is touched by the generosity of their students. 
 
“I think the band is just happy and excited that they are able to do something,” he said. “We always 
wonder what we could do, and this is something the band can do — play for their football team and be 
there for them. I think that is really awesome.” 
 
In addition to showing their support at the game on Friday, the band boosters are also working on a little 
something to assist the Rockport-Fulton band financially, Wilcox said. 
 
“During our band booster meeting, we talked about it we could donate some money,” he said. “Then the 
boosters batted around and said we could do $500. Then it was suggested to donated $500 to the 
Rockport Band Booster Program. Then it was suggested to see if the members of our booster 
organization could match that. Right, now we’ve got quite a few extra donations and we’ve put that out 
that we would try to match that and get it up above $500 as much as we could.” 
 
The group thought about what it would take to start over again and couldn’t fathom how much it would 
cost. 
 
“We know it is not a lot, but we also can’t imagine if we had to start over as a booster organization, with 
all of the things that we supply for our own band and how hard that would be,” he said. “There are so 
many things that we store in the band hall for fundraisers and those things cost money and we save them 
year after year. But, if they were to disappear, it would be a huge hit on us. We also help fix instruments 
and pay for some of the instruments, but they’ve lost all of those as well. It is a big blow to that 
organization. Our hearts went out to them, and we thought this was the best way we could help.” 
 
In addition to the boosters collecting donations from within, Wilcox said anyone wanting to assist 
financially can contact him at bwilcox@satx.rr.com or by dropping off the donation at high school and say 
it’s for the Band Boosters. 
 
“We would like to be able to give the band director a check on Friday, when he is here,” Wilcox said. “If it 
comes in later, we’ll still accept the donation and it to them.” 
 
The coordinated efforts to assist the Rockport community include the Seguin Sports Booster Club, which 
has collected more than $3,000 during the past two Matador home games to donate to the Rockport-
Fulton athletic programs.  
 
“We are also providing and serving a home cooked meal for approximately 80 people from the Rockport 
football team, coaches and other traveling personnel through generous donations of food, money and 
time from our Booster Membership, Granzins Meat Market and Faith Lutheran Church,” Sports Booster 
Co-Vice President Christy Scheel said. “The Rockport Sports Boosters have told us that the one thing 
that a lot of their kids have asked for is a home cooked meal so that things can be normal for just a little 
bit.” 
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Additionally, boosters are providing a post-game meal for the group courtesy of Chicken Express, Scheel 
said. 
 
The Cheerleaders have also jumped on board and are volunteering to cheer for the Pirates that night. 
 
“We are all really excited to be able to help this town and their athletic programs take some steps to get 
back to normal for them,” Scheel said. “Our goal is that they feel loved, welcome and supported during 
the time that they spend in Seguin on Friday.” 
 
The Rockport-Fulton Pirates will take the field against the Glenn Grizzlies at 7:30 p.m. in Matador 
Stadium. 



Article 3 

Seguin HS band to play for Harvey-battered Rockport-Fulton football team 
Rockport-Fulton plays Glenn High School Friday in Seguin 

By Garrett Brnger - Reporter 
Posted: 5:54 PM, September 14, 2017Updated: 5:54 PM, September 14, 2017 

•  
SEGUIN, Texas - When the Mighty Matador band takes the stands Friday night, it won't be playing for 
Seguin. 
 

Instead, the high school band members have volunteered to back the Rockport-Fulton football team when 
it plays Leander's Glenn High School in a neutral-ground matchup at Seguin. With Rockport's world 
turned upside-down by Hurricane Harvey, the band members want to set at least one part of that world 
right. 

"I can't go out there and help in the actual affected area," said Sheldon Scholl, a brass captain in the 
Seguin High School band. "And this is the best thing I can do, is help the band play for Rockport." 

Rockport, a small city near Corpus Christi, was slammed by Harvey when it made landfall as a Category 
4 hurricane. While the football team has continued to play, SHS band director Stan Mauldin said the 80 
members of Rockport-Fulton's band are either at a nearby school district or spread as far north as Dallas. 

"Those kids may or may not move back home again, and so that band is going to change for quite a 
while," he said. 

The matchup between the two, out-of-town football teams predated Harvey, but the idea to play for 
Rockport-Fulton started with a conversation at a booster club meeting. 

"Basically, one of the booster parents said, 'Wouldn't it be neat if we could just play the fight song and the 
school song for them?'" Mauldin said. 

The idea of helping out hit the right note for the band members, and Mauldin said he expects 180 to 190 
of the 213 band members show up Friday. 

Practicing the fight and school songs for the first time Thursday, band members said volunteering to play 
was the right thing to do. 

"There's a lot of people that have nothing," drum major Chloe Luna said. "And I want to be able to say I 
made their life normal for even a few minutes." 

Mauldin said the band boosters are also raising money for Rockport-Fulton's band program to help with 
the loss of sheet music, uniforms and instruments. They hope to collect $5,000 in all. 











Section 7
National High School Heart of the Arts Award 



NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS 
AWARD NOMINEE 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 

Name of Nominee: Kenzie Hutchings 
     (first, middle, last) 

Individual Submitting Nomination: 

Name: Sharon Wall 

Phone: 435-896-8247 

E-mail: Sharon.wall@seviersd.org

Street Address: 495 West Center 

City, State, Zip Code: Richfield, Utah 84703 

Date: January 10, 2018 

State Association Endorsement: 

Name: Jan Whittaker   

Title: Utah High School Activities Association Assistant Director 

Signature: Jan H. Whittaker 



NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET

☐ Student ☐ Coach    ☐ A dministrator 

☐ Athletic A dm inistrator    ☐ O ther (Specify_______________________) 

Name of Nominee: Kenzie Hutchings 
     (first, middle, last) 

Current Address: 246 North 400 West 
  (street address) 

Richfield, Utah, 84701  
  (city, state, zip) 

Phone: 435-201-4645 

E-mail: kenziehutchings@yahoo.com

School (if any): Richfield High School 

City: Richfield   State: Utah 







Section 8
National High School Heart of the Arts Award 



NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS AWARD 
NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: JARED ALLAN HELM  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: JULIE HAMMONS     
 
Phone: 208-375-7027  
 
E-mail: HAMMONSJ@IDHSAA.ORG  
 
Street Address: 8011 USTICK RD    
 
City, State, Zip Code: BOISE, ID  83704  
 
Date: 1/31/18  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: JULIE HAMMONS     
 
Title: ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, IHSAA  
 

Signature:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student   X Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer     X Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator     Other (Specify_______________________) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: Jared Allan Helm  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: 873 West Willow Lake Loop  
                                                                        (street address) 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, 83815  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: 208-413-2659    
 
E-mail: jaredahelm@gmail.com  
 
School (if any): Coeur d’Alene High School  
 
City: Coeur d’Alene    State: Idaho  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 
 

Jared Helm is a teacher, coach, and director for grades 9th – 12th at Coeur d’Alene High School in 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Mr. Helm has taught at CHS for ten years and currently teaches Theatre 
One, Theatre Two, Stagecraft, Improvisation, and Play Production, while producing two full 
staged productions and competing in the Idaho High School Drama Competition each year. It is 
evident that Jared immerses himself within his school theatre community by supporting and 
honoring the individual students in hopes to create an appreciation for the theatrical arts.  
 
Jared started his work in theatre at the age of six and has never looked back. As a performer 
himself, it is evident that Mr. Helm shares a respect and understanding of the art and its 
application outside the theatre. He has an appreciation for the ability to focus on the student 
helping them to become a better communicator on an interpersonal and intrapersonal level. He 
often says that the key to his coaching is goodwill; this can be seen in his students. Mr. Helm has 
shown his focus and dedication to art through his six 5A Idaho State Drama Championship titles. 
It is evident in his students that the focus is not on the win – it is on the process. The desire and 
drive to become more accepting and generous humans in a world where human connection is 
needed more then ever.  
 
Not only does Jared give in the classroom and on the stage, he is a leader amongst his peers. He 
has served as District One President for the Idaho Speech Arts Teachers Association and District 
One Drama Manager. Both of these positions have given Jared the opportunity to help guide and 
support his peers throughout the state – allowing North Idaho to have a voice amongst the 
organization. Jared has been recognized by his peers for his work, and continues to lead. Jared 
has also demonstrated his leadership with his efficient and generous spirit while hosting two State 
Drama competitions in his ten years of coaching Jared has gone above and beyond in his 
hospitality to all theatre students in the state. He takes pride not only in his school, but also in the 
state of drama across Idaho. He truly has a heart for the arts in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, and 
beyond! 
 
Jared has served two years on the CHS Leadership team and has found a great appreciation and 
desire to lead and serve his greater school community. His desire to create ideas is proven in his 
open style of communication with a constant focus on process. Jared has always had an 
objective to serve his community through art and various other applications. He has been 
dedicated to the power of giving back, and is currently teaching a cross-district class on service 
learning in the classroom. Jared understands and applies the power of art in and out of the 
classroom giving his students the opportunity to discover self, and in turn empower creation. 
 
Jared has worked with numerous students to help them find their way during times of hardship. 
He is currently working with a student who he has taught, mentored, and directed for four years. 
This student lives her single mom who is striving to make ends meet each month. Mr. Helm has 
made a life long connection with this young lady helping to inspire her to follow her dreams, and 
more specifically believe in herself. This young lady has not only conquered her own fears, but 
has learned her personal strengths and used them to create on the highest level. Mr. Helm has 
acted as a male role model leaving a lasting impression on her life and ultimately her career. It is 
evident that he respects his students for who they are and not the obstacles they have. This 
young lady has taken numerous state titles including #1 in solo musical theatre for the past two 
years in the state of Idaho. Jared knows how to inspire optimism and dedication within his 
students and beyond. This young lady has already been accepted to a collegiate level program, 
and is headed to general auditions in LA within the month. She is sure to shine with generosity 
and goodwill while blowing her audience away with her pure talent and passion for the art of 
storytelling. 



 
Coeur d’Alene High School Theatre Coach/Director  2008-Current 

• It’s a Wonderful Life – Fall 2017 
• Wizard of Oz the musical – Spring 2017 
• J.M. Barrie’s Peter Pan – Fall 2016 
• Cinderella the musical – Spring 2016 
• The Giver – Fall 2015 

CHS Leadership Team      2016-Current 
Idaho Speech Arts Teacher Association Region 1 President Fall 2015-Current 
District One Drama Manager     Fall 2015-Current 
Idaho State Drama Tabulation Room Judge Assigner  Fall 2012-Current 
Cross District Collaboration Instructor    2014-Current 
Theatre Arts Curriculum Writing Team    2014-Current 
District Curriculum Adoption Team/Performing Arts  2016-2017 
CHS Staff Advisory Team/Department Chair   Fall 2012-Spring 2016 
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
Idaho State Drama 2017 – 5A State Champions   December 2017 
Idaho State Drama 2016 – 5A State Champions   December 2016 
Idaho State Drama Competition Host    December 2016 
Idaho Drama Teacher of the Year    October 2016 
Idaho State Drama 2015 – 5A State Champions   December 2015 
Idaho State Drama 2014 – 5 A State Champions   December 2014 
Teacher of the Year Nominee     2013-2014 
Idaho State Drama 2013 – 5A Runner-up   December 2013 
North Idaho Student Teacher Achievement Recognition  May 2013 
KHQ/Easter Washington Teacher of the Month   May 2012 
Idaho State Drama 2012 – 5A State Champions   December 2012 
Idaho State Drama 2012 Competition Host   December 2012 
Teacher of the Year nominee     2011-2012 
Idaho State Drama – 5A State Champions   December 2011 
CHS Rookie Teacher of the Year    2010-2011 
CHS Rookie Teacher of the Year    2008-2009 
 
 
 
 







NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL HEART OF THE ARTS 
AWARD NOMINEE 
 

(The deadline for returning the completed nomination to the NFHS is February 1, 2018) 
 
 
 
 
 
Name of Nominee: ERIK ENGEBRETSON  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
 
 
 
Individual Submitting Nomination: 
 
Name: JOANNE AUSTIN    
 
Phone: (406) 442-6010  
 
E-mail: jpaustin@mhsa.org  
 
Street Address: 1 SOUTH DAKOTA AVE    
 
City, State, Zip Code: HELENA MT  59601  
 
Date: FEBRUARY 1, 2018  
 
 
 
 
State Association Endorsement: 
 
Name: MARK BECKMAN    
 
Title: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
 

Signature:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

 Student     Coach     Administrator     Official     Trainer      Performing Arts 
Administrator      Athletic Administrator    XXX Other (Specify-BAND DIRECTOR) 
 
 
Name of Nominee: ERIK ENGEBRETSON  
                                                                     (first, middle, last) 
 
Current Address: MALTA HIGH SCHOOL  ---  PO BOX 670  
                                                                        (street address) 
MALTA MT  59538  
                                                            (city, state, zip) 
 
Phone: (406) 654-2002    
 
E-mail: eengebretson@hotmail.com  
 
School (if any): MALTA HIGH SCHOOL  
 
City: MALTA   State: MONTANA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
Erik Engebretson has been a band director for 32 years, most of which have been at Malta High 
School in Malta, Montana.  His current affiliation with the Montana High School Association is his 
role as chair of the MHSA Music Committee, a position he has held since 2010.  It is the fervent 
wish of the MHSA staff that Erik continues in that role indefinitely. 
 
In addition to his current service as chair, Erik’s resume includes the following distinctions: 
 

NFHS Outstanding Music Educator Award Recipient 
Montana High School Association Service Citation Recipient 
Past President of Montana Music Educators Association 
Past President of Montana Bandmasters 

 
His continuing service to his local school district, the surrounding region and the entire state is 
remarkable and seemingly limitless: he is an educator, director of curricular band, director of pep 
band, adjudicator, festival chair, committee chair and music adjudicator. 
 
[For reference and detail, the previous NFHS Outstanding Music Educator nomination form for 
Erik is attached.] 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
Erik embodies the Heart of the Arts award, specifically the statement, “This award seeks to 
recognize those individuals who exemplify the ideals of the positive heart of the arts that 
represent the core mission of education-based activities.” 
 
It’s difficult to capture a person’s character on paper, but this nomination seeks to convey the 
collective experiences that MHSA staff, board members, administrators and students have 
shared with Erik.   
 
At the local school district level, his involvement is unsurpassed.  In the words of his school 
superintendent, he has “boundless enthusiasm.”  His 32 years as a music educator have kept him 
young, and his *fever* is contagious among the students he teaches.  Even in the year he had 
back surgery, he never missed a tournament appearance.  For many years he served as the 
assistant speech and drama coach while completing his tasks as band director. 
 
Within his region, he is a true music leader, hosting numerous district music festivals and more 
importantly mentoring other music directors in that task.  He never denies a request from his 
fellow directors or from the MHSA to assist in organizing or staging any music event.  That 
includes serving as an adjudicator throughout Montana, and this is a big state! 
 
At the state association level, Erik serves as the MHSA Music Committee Chair.  However, that 
statement is not fully reflective of his true contributions.  While his local district is rural and 
relatively small, he manages to maintain a global view of music programs of every size.  He truly 
unifies the work of the Committee through his constant involvement in all aspects of Association-
based programs as well as community and college affiliations.  In recent years he offered what no 
other chair before him has:  he volunteered specifically to serve as the liaison between the MHSA 
and Montana’s All-State Festival sites, two of which are conducted on university campuses.  This 
task involves constant communication among the site hosts, the Montana Music Educators 
Association, the University System and the MHSA, which he willingly accepted having recognized 
the need for consistency and expertise in staging these annual events.  The impact of his 
volunteerism is evidenced by the improved festival experiences for everyone involved. 



 
He was the driving force in implementing online auditions, which have streamlined the process, 
increased submissions and eliminated any perception of bias in the audition screenings.  As 
music educators know, audition materials involve tremendous detail, in part because of ongoing 
changes in copyright and availability.  Erik regularly performs the enormous task of reviewing 
audition materials. 
 
All of the service noted above clearly shows his commitment to music education, but what is 
harder to convey is his never-ending positivity.  In all his interactions with students and adults he 
demonstrates a constancy that connects individuals to a single purpose.  His gentle and 
welcoming demeanor is evident in all his human interaction, from his family to his community to 
the greater sphere of education. 
 
His educational contributions are obvious, and his character, caliber and spirit are incomparable. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to share the accomplishments of an exceptional educator.  
Montana High School Association unreservedly submits this Heart of the Arts nomination for Erik 
Engebretson. 
 
 



NFHSMUSIC ASSOCIATION 
P.O.Box 690 

Indianapolis,IN 46206 
Phone317/972-6900 

Fax317/822-5700 
 

OUTSTANDING MUSIC EDUCATOR NOMINATION 2006-2007 

The National Federation of State High School Associations recognition of high school or college band, 
choral or orchestral directors, supervisors and adjudicators is awarded to individuals whose 
contributions have impacted high school activities programs. Nominees must exemplify the highest 
standards of ethical conduct, and carry the endorsement of their respective state high school 
association. 

Significant and/or long-term contributions to interscholastic high school music activities will be 
an important criterion in evaluating candidates. 

The NFHS Music Award recipients will be selected at the annual NFHS Music Advisory Committee. 
One music educator may be nominated from each state for this honor. Each state will determine its 
own procedure. Section I through V are to be completed by the nominee and section VI should be 
completed by the nominator. Do not include any information beyond this four-page form. Extra 
documents will not be copied or distributed to the NFHS Awards Committee. 

Return Procedures 

1. If your nomination is being submitted by state association office, please complete and return to the 
NFHS by mail or e-mail. 

2. If more than one association is participating in candidate selection, please determine the process of 
selection and forward your nomination to: 

 Angela Hays 
 NFHS 
 PO Box 690 
 Indianapolis, IN 46206 
  ahays@nfhs.org 
3. Return by October 1st.   
  

COMPLETE INFORMATION NECESSARY! You may wish to send a copy of this form to the 
nominee to be completed and returned to you. 

NOMINEE’S NAME:  Erik Engebretson  

ADDRESS - HOME:  Box 702   

CITY, STATE, ZIP:  Malta, MT 59538  

ADDRESS - BUSINESS:  Malta High School 1 High School Lane Box 670 Malta, MT 59538  

            

CITY, STATE, ZIP:  Malta, MT 59538  

PHONE - HOME:            406 /654-1732  BUSINESS:           406 /654-2002  

E-MAIL ADDRESS(ES):  keep@ttc-cmc.net  and eengebretson@hotmail.com  



I. Career description as a music educator. (Give complete background and information 
pertaining to involvement in music activities, degrees obtained, teaching positions, 
tenure, etc.) 

B.A.- Music Education-Luther College-1982  

- -         Trumpet soloist with Luther College Symphony Orchestra 

- -         Section Leader- Luther College Concert Band 

      M.S.- Music Education –University of Illinois-Champaign-Urbana-1986 

- -         Studied conducting with James Keene 

- -         Studied conducting with Elizabeth Green 

       Wolf Point Public Schools-1982-1985 

                 -Co-Chaired District Honor Band-1984 

- -         Band received superior rating-1985 

- -         Many students received superior rating during 3 year tenure 

      Malta Public Schools-1986-current 

- -         Co-Chaired District Honor Band 

- -         Co-Chaired District Music Festival-1987,1992,1999,2003,2007 

- -         Chaired District 12 Middle School Festival-1999-2007 

- -         Director of Bands-Grade School, Junior High and High School, Jazz Combo 

- -         Bands have received superior ratings from 1987-current 

- -         Jazz Band and Combo consistently receiving super ratings 

II.                 List personal honors and awards (excluding students’ achievement) 

- -         President of Montana Music Educators-2005-2007 

- -         President of Montana Bandmasters-1995-1997 

- -         Frequent Guest Conductor-1998-2007 

- -         Frequent Adjudicator-1995-2007 

- -         Clinician-Montana Music Educators Convention-1994, 2006 



- -         Presenter-MENC National Assembly-2003 

- -         Delegate-National Church-wide Assembly-Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America-1999 

- -         Married to wife Jeanne for 22 years 

 III.               List student and ensemble honors/achievements (under your direction) 

-Malta Concert Band-Performed at Northwest MENC Conference-1993 

-Several Students selected to All-Northwest Honor Groups 

-Students in Montana All-State Band and/or Orchestra-1986-2006 

-First Chairs in Montana All-State Band-1991, 2005 

-Students receiving Best Soloists-Buddy DeFranco Jazz Festival 

-Commissioned Works-Malta High School and Junior High Bands 

        -Hymn Tune Fantasy-Russ Newbury-1995 

        -Up The Ashes-Craig Naylor-1998 

- -         Montana Bound-Walter Cummings-2004 

- -         A Touch of Americana-James Eversole-2005 

- -         Most exciting event-All Three Children-Kristen(Clarinet1), Peter 
(Trumpet 2) and Elizabeth (Flute 2) in Montana All-State Band-2005 

IV. Professional affiliations and service (state, regional or national organizations – offices held, 
committee service, etc.) 

Organization Service Tenure 

Montana Music Educators President 2005-2007 

Montana Music Educators President-Elect 2003-2005 

Montana Bandmasters President 1995-1997 

Montana Bandmasters Eastern Representative 1989-1995 

Montana High School Association Music Committee 2005-Current 

Malta Lutheran Church Lay Minister 1988-current 



IV.              Write a short narrative describing the nominee’s contributions to high school music 
programs (overall record, outstanding seasons, etc.) 

- -         Erik Engebretson has been nominated for this award due to his long record of 
leadership in Montana, the number of positions of leadership that he has held, and 
the excellence that he achieves with his students on a regular basis.   

- -         Mr. Engebretson has been involved in serving Montana students since 1984.  
He has co-chaired local events such as District Honor band and District music 
Festivals.  His leadership spread statewide with his election to President of the 
Montana Bandmasters in 1995, and even further with his election to President of 
the Montana Music Educators Organization in 2005.  Among his duties were 
organizing a statewide convention for all music educators in his capacity as 
MMEA president, and organizing the band portion of workshops for that same 
convention as MBA president.  He has been a member of the Montana High 
School Association Music Committee since 2005.   

- -         Although Erik teaches in a very small, rural school of less than 200, his 
students achieve an incredible amount of individual and group honors.  Erik is 
frequently requested as an adjudicator and guest conductor, and has presented at 
the National MENC convention.  His band was selected to perform at the 
Northwest MENC Conference in 1993.   

VI.Nominator’s Recommendation.  

Erik Engebretson has made a tremendous impact on the music programs in Montana and has 
served Montana music educators in many capacities.  He has been President and President-Elect 
of the Montana Music Educators; he has been President and Eastern representative of the 
Montana Bandmasters; and he has been a member of the Montana High School Music 
Committee for two years.  In these roles, Erik has been respected for his calm, sensible “for the 
kids” leadership. He travels hundreds of miles to attend meetings, to prepare for conventions, 
and serve on committees – even through tough Montana winter conditions.  Locally, Erik has 
Co-Chaired the District Honor Band, and District Music Festival.  He is a frequent guest 
conductor and adjudicator around the state – known for his tremendous knowledge and  the 
quality of his work.  

Although he lives and works in a very rural area in Northeastern Montana in a High School of 
less than 200, Erik and his students have achieved some incredible honors. While the Malta band 
students always perform well at District Honor Band, District Music Festival and State Music 
Festival – earning many superior ratings, their most impressive honor was that the Malta Concert 
band was to be selected to perform at the Northwest MENC Conference in 1993. Malta students 
are regularly selected to perform in All- Northwest and All-State Honor groups – twice earning 
first chair honors at All-State.  His students have been recognized as outstanding soloists at Jazz 
Festivals, and perhaps most notable of all of these honors are that Erik’s own children were all 
selected to the Montana All-State Band in 2005.  His musical impact truly has reached the next 
generation!  I recommend Erik Engebretson wholeheartedly for this award. 
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NOMINATION FORM 

 
1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, 

please list any accomplishments or honors attained. 
  
     Emma Jane Dobesh is a senior at Centennial High School in Gresham, OR.  Out of 400 
students, she is currently ranked 7th in her class with a 3.97 un-weighted GPA and a 4.1 weighted 
GPA.  Her GPA is significant for several reasons.  She has taken almost every advanced course, 
ranging from Chemistry freshman year and AP environmental science to serving as a peer tutor 
for AP environmental science.  She took every honors English class available freshman and 
sophomore year along with AP Language her junior year and College English her senior year, 
earning her WTG 121, 122 and 123 credits.  She has taken classes ranging from Pre-Calculus for 
college credit and AP psychology and AP statistics to AP US government, and earned A’s with 
college credit in speech for SP221A, B and C.  
     Emma has served in multiple official and unofficial roles on Centennial’s Speech and Debate 
team ranging from the information hub coordinator (keeping track of team information and events) 
for two years to serving as our Public Relations officer (writing all our PR notes to the public, 
helping with team promotion and speaking events within the district for elementary and junior high 
schools). She is the unofficial team encourager, peace keeper and community builder.  Emma 
placed 2nd in open extemporaneous in 2017 at the Sandy High School tournament.  
     In addition, this will be Emma’s third year serving in outdoor school (she spent two years at 
Canby Grove working with 6th graders and teaching field studies to sixth graders about soil via 
hands on activities such as having them “mine” the chocolate chips out of a cookie to 
demonstrate how mining destroys the earth).  She will be working with 4th graders in the Oregon 
Trail program this spring.   
     She has been active in her college-possible program and has participated in track and field.  
Ironically, Emma is not one of those “popular” girls, so it was a complete pleasure to see her win 
Winter Court Queen and to hear underclassmen say they voted for the nice girl who smiles and/or 
helps them in class.  
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of 
the “National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
     Amidst her parents’ divorce, and wanting to support her parents, her twin sister and her 
younger brother, Emma has not let circumstances such as not being able to see her mother for 
almost a year due to living circumstances or now shuttling between houses consume her focus.  
Instead, she has turned hurt into compassion towards everyone she meets on the team, in the 
class or outside school.  She has reframed economic barriers into gratitude when clothes were 
donated to our school and a hip attitude to embrace non-brand clothes to show creativity that 
celebrates each individual and their own style (and it’s been an encouragement to other students 
who do not have her projected self-confidence). She is always amongst the first to volunteer 
when we make and bring community food to share at every tournament so that everyone has 
food to eat, regardless of if a parent does or does not support their student.  That willingness to 
share has helped girls who, time and again, have parents that do not see the worth in their 
daughter. One of these young woman won at state.  Emma makes sure that those who need help 
getting to events are cared for and she shares clothes with others if it will support them.   
       Many people, given her circumstance, learn to take on what is not their responsibility, such 
as caring for others emotions, taking care of last minute projects a family member forgot to do or 
negotiating as a peace keeper between parents and siblings.  She has learned and practices 
setting healthy boundaries, identifying individual responsibilities and learning to advocate for 
herself, such as getting help for her anxiety.  She so beautifully has taken these life lessons and 
gently but firmly learned to be healthy.  In turn, I have seen her step up as she prepares for the 
day every morning at 6:50am and insert comments that deny a bully his say, she holds them 
accountable for the words spoken and ends with the phrase, “that’s not cool.” Emma stops 
negative self-talk with any kid in the room who wants to quit because they’ve never placed at a 
tournament or their feedback seems discouraging.  She is persistent and tenacious. She never 



placed during her first three years as a speaker, and she’s only placed once her senior year, but 
she is not bitter or jealous.  She is thrilled at her accomplishment in an area that scares her to 
death! She celebrates and encourages her teammates, offers insight and is such a strong role 
model.  She sites her own experience and tells them to never give up and then shares the 
benefits that speech has made in her life.  She has learned to say no and has taught other over-
achievers on the team that it’s okay to set boundaries. She always ends with an encouraging 
word and the sometimes dismal and negative undertones that can be present in high school are 
always negated with the encouragement and smile.  Centennial High School is a brighter place 
because of Emma. 
     Emma has learned compassion and to help those who are in need outside of her world.  She 
has spent three summers volunteering with her youth group at First Nation reservations such as 
Warm Springs in Oregon or Lapwai in Idaho.  The service for each week ranges from repairing 
and painting a long house and benches to items needed for ceremonies.  She has helped 
establish and plant a community garden to feed the hungry in the community.  On one trip 
students worked in the food bank and made an uninhabitable house into a home for a family.  All 
trips include playing with children for 2-3 hours daily, providing food, fun and connecting cultures 
and generations. This summer Emma will travel with the youth group to Houston, TX to Ground 
Zero to help the flood victims.   
     Emma’s dream is to attend Penn State, study Environmental studies and become a park 
ranger because she wants to “connect the natural world to the world of humans.”   
     Family and building bridges is important to Emma.  She spent the summer of her sophomore 
year in Montana with her grandparents to help them with gardening and hearing their stories 
related to their life.  She cooked for and transported them to appointments and helped them 
downsize, all out of love and a desire to strengthen generational bonds.  I saw the same love 
shared with her grandmother in Gresham. Even though her grandmother didn’t recognize her, 
she faithfully spent time with her until she passed.   
     Finally, Emma has made it a mission to make sure that every person is included on the 
speech team. “I want it to be a family set apart from other groups in the school.  We are small but 
mighty and we respect each other’s opinions on the team.  We can live together and take care of 
each other from sharing food, clothes, rides and homework help.” Speech is a place where 
individuals and community grow and the door that welcomes all has been held wide open the 
past four years by our senior, the incredible Emma Dobesh.  
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NOMINEE INFORMATION SHEET 
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NOMINATION FORM 
 

1. Please describe nominee’s current involvement in high school. If applicable, please list 
any accomplishments or honors attained. 

 
The Tri M Chapter is a High School Honor Society for is a program for high school  music 
students under the umbrella of the National Association for Music Education, (NAfME). 
Washington Music Educators Association is a federated affiliate member of NAfME. Lynnwood 
High School has the largest and most active Tri M chapter in the State of Washington. The 
chapter has over 80 students who are active members in the school’s band orchestra and choir 
programs as well as extra-curricular activities such as district and state solo and ensemble 
contests and the athletic bands. The programs are robust yet very few of the student’s families 
can afford private lessons so they are learning together in the school setting and are considered 
very active and accomplished music program by any standard. Their Tri M activities set them 
apart from everyone else. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Please list nominee’s actions or accomplishments that deem him or her worthy of the 
“National High School Heart of the Arts Award.” 

 
The Lynnwood High School Tri M chapter serves the community in some ongoing programs. The 
two major ones are their annual Blood Drive and Food Drives. As well as assisting WMEA in 
preparing Conference Packets for our annual continuing education conferences. Their blood drive 
is the largest, single day blood drive in the state of Washington every year. This year registered 
219 donors who saved 549 lives. Over the last 24 years over 5,000 members of the LHS 
community have donated blood and saved over 12,500 lives.  This project was in partnership with 
Blood Works Northwest 
 
Just before the Thanksgiving Holiday, the Lynnwood High School Tri M club organized its 6th 
annual food drive consisting of 110 Volunteers working over 400 hours to solicit donations from 
9AM-7PM in front of 10 local grocery and drug stores  They collected nearly 11,000 food items, 
weighing over 8,000 pounds as well as $6100 to benefit the Lynnwood Food Bank. Over the last 
six years the Lynwood High School Tri M Club has donated nearly 100,000+ “cans” of food and 
nearly $22,000 to the Lynnwood Food Bank! 
 
The two events were organized and executed the same week with the blood Drive on November 
21, 2017 and the food drive on November 22, 2017.  There is a real sense of pride and 
community among the students seeing how motivated people working together can make a 
difference in a community. 
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