
Sportsmanship: 
The Administrator,

the Parent, and the Coach



• DO WHAT’S RIGHT PROGRAM
• SPORT A WINNING ATTITUDE REPORTS 
• STATE FINAL SPORTSMANSHIP AWARDS
• IHSA DO WHAT’S RIGHT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
• IHSA STUDENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
• SPORTSMANSHIP TOOLKIT
• EJECTION PENALTIES
• HATE SPEECH & HARASSMENT POLICY

Illinois High School Association
Do What’s Right Program



• Established to promote and recognize good sportsmanship 
and to address sportsmanship issues.

• Annually, schools can register for the DWR program.  By 
registering, schools acknowledge that they will educate their 
players, coaches, and fans about and demonstrate the Do 
What’s Right sportsmanship principles:
⚬ Represent their school and community favorably through 

positive interaction with opposing fans and players.
⚬ Use positive yells, chants, songs, or gestures.
⚬ Display modesty in victory and graciousness in defeat.
⚬ Respect and acknowledge the integrity and judgment of 

officials.
⚬ Exhibit positive behavior in both personal interaction and 

social media comments.

Do What’s Right 
Sportsmanship Program



• Officials and school administrators can submit a SAWA 
report for exemplary displays of sportsmanship.

• SAWA reports are shared with the schools and on social 
media.

Sport A Winning Attitude
SAWA Reports



Sport A Winning Attitude
SAWA Reports



• State final sportsmanship awards may be earned in team-
bracketed sports.

• To earn an award:
⚬ Schools must be registered with the Do What’s Right 

program.
⚬ Schools must earn 26 out of 30 possible points on the 

evaluation form.  (10 points for teams-players and 
coaches, 10 points for student sections, and 10 points for 
adult fans)

• Administrators, coordinators of officials, workers, and/or 
members of the Do What’s Right or Student advisory 
committees serve as evaluators.

State Final
Sportsmanship Awards



State Final
Sportsmanship Awards



• 1 principal and 1 athletic director from each of the 7 
geographic divisions in Illinois plus 1 at-large activities 
director and 1 licensed official of any sport(s)

• The committee meets three times a year to discuss 
challenges and issues with sportsmanship.
⚬ Hate speech and harassment policy
⚬ Ejections for unsportsmanlike conduct
⚬ Spectator behaviors
⚬ Barstool social media accounts
⚬ Inappropriate music

• May propose recommendations to policies 
or submit by-law amendment proposals.

Do What’s Right
Advisory Committee



• 21 students - 1 student from each IHSA legislative district
• Discuss sportsmanship and has created content to promote 

sportsmanship in interscholastic activities

Student
Advisory Committee



• Conducts annual Student 
Section & Spirit Showdown
⚬ Schools showcase their 

student sections, school 
spirit, and contributions 
to their school and local 
communities in a 90-
second to 3-minute video

⚬ Student Advisory 
Committee judges the 
videos and recognizes 
finalists at girls 
basketball state finals

Student
Advisory Committee



Sportsmanship Toolkit



•  Coaches or players ejected from a contest are suspended 
from the next contest at the same level and all contests in the 
interim, except...

• Beginning next fall, a football player ejected from a contest is 
suspended for the next 4 full quarters.  This by-law change 
was approved by the membership in consideration of 
percentage of time suspended in football in comparison to 
other sports and activities.

• No appeals to player and coach ejections, but the IHSA may 
review incidents of misidentified players who are ejected or 
misapplications of playing rules. 

• Currently, no penalties for a spectator who is ejected.

Ejection Policies



•  Established in 2020, the policy aims to address incidents of 
hate speech and harassment during interscholastic contests 
and protect student-athletes, coaches,  and officials from 
these acts.

• When an incident of hate speech and harassment is 
witnessed or heard by an official, the offender is ejected from 
the contest and will follow ejection policies.

• When hate speech is reported to a coach or official but not 
witnessed, the game is stopped to address the report.

• Athletic administrators are notified of all hate speech and 
harassment incidents and reports for internal 
investigations and educational conversations.

Hate Speech and 
Harassment Policy



Ejection and 
Hate Speech Data

Sports/Activities with the most ejections by category

Players
Boys Soccer 534

Coaches
Baseball 81

Spectators
Boys Basketball 57
Girls Basketball 57



Questions?



Illinois Elementary School Association
Sportsmanship Programs

• Division Sportsmanship Award
• Good Sports Reports
• IESA Sportsmanship School of the Month
• Sportsmanship Pins
• IESA Officials Spotlight
• Resources for Schools
• Sportsmanship Committee
• Recognition Committee



Illinois Elementary School Association
Philosophy of Our Programs

• For many families, this is their introduction to interscholastic activities. 
• The ultimate educational objectives of the Association and our programs are to:

        1. Evaluate standards of sportsmanship
        2. Encourage the growth of responsible citizenship
        3. Encourage academic excellence
• Promote positive sportsmanship 

       1. At our state tournaments we ask that a school representative find the IESA 
            administrator on site.
       2. The IESA administrator on site also meets with the coaches before each game 
            review expectations. 
• At our activities, we want to see:

       1. Positive behaviors from players, coaches, and fans
       2. Participants, encouraging each other and elevating their teammates through 
            positive body language, verbal praise, and not arguing with officials. 
• We don’t want to see:

       Standing, yelling, pointing at officials. 
       Coaches inciting the crowd through actions and behavior.
• In the state series, we do not allow fans to sit in the front row. 

  



DIVISON SPORTSMANSHIP 
AWARD



DIVISON SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 
CRITERIA

• MUST BE INVOLVED IN AT LEAST 5 IESA ACTIVITIES
• CANNOT HAVE ANY EJECTIONS OR REPORTS OF UNSPORTSMANLIKE 

CONDUCT 
• SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY MUST EXEMPLIFY ALL AROUND GOOD 

BEHAVIOR
• SCHOOLS CANNOT VOTE FOR THEMSELVES
• WE DO NOT BREAK TIES IN A DIVISION



GOOD SPORTS REPORTS

• FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE THINGS  SCHOOLS AND ATHLETES ARE DOING
• EVERY ADMINISTRATOR SENDS A WEEKLY REMINDER 
• LINK TO A MICROSOFT FORM  
• COACHES, ADMINISTRATORS, AND OFFICIALS CAN COMPLETE THE 

FORM
• CANNOT REPORT YOURSELF
• OLD WAY, MAYBE 5-10 REPORTS A YEAR
• 1ST YEAR 350 REPORTS
• 2ND YEAR 209 REPORTS
• FROM THIS, WE HAVE OUR OFFICIALS ADVISORY COMMITTEE VOTE ON 

THE SCHOOL OF THE MONTH

https://forms.office.com/r/wFeChFGvDn
https://forms.office.com/r/wFeChFGvDn


GOOD SPORTS REPORTS



IESA SPORTSMANSHIP 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH



• ACTIVITIES: SOFTBALL, BASEBALL, GIRLS AND BOYS BASKETBALL, AND VOLLEYBALL
• GIVEN AT THE REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP, SECTIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP AND THE 

CONSOLATION AND CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES AT THE STATE TOURNAMENT
• ONE AWARD TO A MEMBER OF EACH TEAM THAT  DISPLAYS THE FOLLOWING:       

                                  1. Shows a positive attitude toward teammates, opponents, and officials
                                 2. Gives best effort on the court/field. 
                                 3. Does not argue calls and is respectful to officials.
                                 4.  Displays positive body language at all times. 
                                 5. Helps elevate the play and behavior of their teammates and peers.

• HOST ADMIN ASKS FOR INPUT FROM COMPETING TEAMS COACH

SPORTSMANSHIP PINS



SPORTSMANSHIP PINS

https://www.facebook.com/IESA.IL


• OFFICIALS RECOGNITION
• MICROSOFT FORM SENT TO OFFICIALS
• WE POST AN OFFICIAL ONCE PER WEEK

1. NAME
2.SPORTS OFFICIATED
3.YEARS OFFICIATED 
4.WHY DID YOU BECOME AN OFFICIAL
5. WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT WORKING WITH 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ATHLETES?
6.SHARE THEIR PICTURE ON SOCIAL MEDIA

OFFICIALS SPOTLIGHT

https://forms.office.com/r/kiDqnkZwk5


OFFICIAL SPOTLIGHT



Resources for Schools and 
Parents

https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/NFHS-
Parents_Brochure.pdf

https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/IESA-
PreseasonMeetingExpectations.pdf

https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/IESA-
PreseasonMeetings.pdf

https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/NFHS-Parents_Brochure.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/NFHS-Parents_Brochure.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/NFHS-Parents_Brochure.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/IESA-PreseasonMeetingExpectations.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/IESA-PreseasonMeetingExpectations.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/IESA-PreseasonMeetingExpectations.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/IESA-PreseasonMeetings.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/IESA-PreseasonMeetings.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/documents/general/IESA-PreseasonMeetings.pdf


EJECTION PENALTIES

Players

• First Offense: 2 game suspension, complete the NFHS Sportsmanship 
                                    Course and provide proof of completion to the activity 
                                    administrator.

• Second Offense: 5 games suspension and $100 fine. 



EJECTION PENALTIES

Coaches

• First Offense: 2 game suspension, $100 fine, complete the NFHS Sportsmanship 
                                    Course and provide proof of completion to the activity 
                                    administrator.

• Second Offense: 5 games suspension and $250 fine. 



EJECTION PENALTIES

Fan

• Must complete the NFHS Sportsmanship Course and provide proof of completion 
to their school’s administration before they can attend another IESA activity. 

 



EJECTION COMPARRISONS

• First full year of our ejection 
policy was 21-22. That year, 
we had 123 ejections.  



Questions?


